An Eſſay shewing the Exact Accomplish- 
ment of the Word of God in his Warks of Pro-- | © ©! 
vidence , performed and to be performed. - 
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For Confirming the Beleevers » 4nd Convincing the <a 
Atheiſts of the preſent time... | 
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certain accomplizhiweut ,. hath not onely oft itared 
him in. theface , witha fati{f/1 /ing diſcovery , andim- 

xreffion thereof, as a moſt quieting , and unanſwe- 
rable demonſtration-of the trath ,. but he muſt alſs 
ſay, «hit by very renrackable confirmations from the 
Lord this hath been ſo convincingly witneſſed to 
' his. experience 4 7 as leaveth him-nnder"engadge- 
ment (were ſuch a poor reſtimony of weight) toput 
his ſeal ro the. Word: that it faileth fot to: ae 
ground, ;.neither doth the promiſe-of Go@tail. 

It is a dark time now with the Chi wchof Chiift 

- which we, ſce ev ery. where almoſt ſuffering and af- 
Aided, whilelt the whole taith þclidesfeemerh 20 
bear eaſe, C hiil ians alſo even beyond: others, ip 
_their privat NY, 6 -trylted with very sharp tryals, © 
” thay Bit Think (or ing- may be; helcalt of our fetr 
' At this day, ) white Artis fie, doth-naw/appear ono 
- formifabll ea growth , ad: hath a. Pr CHEERING, 
- alp; then the Fage: orxiolence, of v3 we {ee a 
fat 4c: 1y *brew:3 Fo 92 the Churches # 9g Reli- 
- gion every where under agreat 'conſumption , and 


2 wearing out, that Teemeth | to. haye reached it in its 


vital parts, men fearchafter az I -unyſ al way of Gn- 
ning, as if they ſcorne, to bewicked\ara common 
and ordinary rate ,, pre | calily taken up and-en- 


ter: -aitied againſt the WE be God,,. whileſt the good 
man 
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inbringing of fichto' the Church rare; This is1n- 
deedaſadſubje& and ſo much the ſadder tharfewares, | 
found whoſeeye affecteththeitheart', whoſereares* _ 
andigroaningfſeemto anfwerſuch aſtroke ; "and row 
which now's like to fall under our hand 3! burFshall: 
leave this; prayet will bethe beſt cure, anEisthis' 
day more tit, 'then complaining; to turn \untohim# 2 
who ſeethi the' wayes of his People thathe mayheaÞ ©! 8 
them. and can prevent theſe witli mercy, Whoſeem ' F 
lealt fix forthe ſame; onelytwoorthreeſad remaiks' 
of this time, /1 canpor-alcogether paſſe, whiely 1n- = 
deed are ſtrange fymptoines of the Churches preſent _ + 
caſe, and diſtemper»' 1. To ſeemenownthegos 2 
arine of 'ſari&itication , who yer can profeſſedlygi* 3 
own-z''yea., take'it their work” by reproach tobe-=+ 7 2 
get-4 "prejudice" againſt the praftice thereof', Oh" 8" 
ttrange /' to'finde-fuch as will dip their pen in gall Ha 
againift 4: tender-and: ftrit walk-in Religion 3 and =: 3 
revile it in the power therevfF, whileſt they-doe nor! 
deny theſe:triths ,” and prineivies thar-neceflarily 
. j oblidge to ſuchia tender practice'y who in the molt 
\ $ gravetoncernjvg' dutyes of Chriſtianity think it-e-- 
nough to charge their brethen withPharifaical often- 
tation, and hypocriſy; whileſt.they nruft- conteſle 
theſe 'Uaeryes to be unqueſtionably - binding 4 and+ | W 
. tharthey ean'be'no compereritjudges of fuch a:chal- "4 
2 {| Jeng whichithe great witnes of the hoartand 30+! 2 
ward patts 6f minicar? ontly determine. - 2. Jt 15.97 
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pur their inventjor-upon the rack. how-to wound the  } 
Church . (yea, a death wound it would be if they* Þ}F 
could reach their end } inthar great truth of imputed &F 1 
righteouſnes, but it were beſt they denyed that ſize: Þ}F | 
ver. of the 4. Chap. tothe Rom, to be canonick |} 
Scripture , which none canread aud $hiſt, itbeing : 
fo clear, that the: bleſſed manis there held forth ;: 
uuro whom God: impateth righteouſnes without works» | 
ſure that cannot be inherent - righteouſnes , elſe 
| it 
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ryes 20. the Reformed. Chy 
ably, 00s more PRGSrOPs 


jit not likeyale Lad », 
fe Mer ne ms te 
who:are the \copepie Embaſſadors. of Chri 5 | 
the Church for her edification., ſta 


. @Folle to, the very, cad. ot their work and "Miniltey, 


many. of whom may. be ſaid that knowii ngly., and 


deliberatly chey: oppole piety » thagſach hold a 


ſecute, whoſe work is to feed , and: woundin | 
of healing , grieve the ſpicit of the Godly » who 

$hould be helpers of. their Joy » that noneare a grea- 
eer plague to corrupt the Church, .and cauſe the ſa- 
crifice of the Lord be abhorred, then ſome of theſe 


. whoshould be the ſalt ofthe earth x JEa y-none more 


obſtruR the, treaty. af the Goſpe) , berwixt Chriſt 
and his Church , then Miniſters who arecalled the 
friends of the brideroom , Oh, what a ſtrange and 
altonishing contradiction may this ſeem , | bur ir 
Shauld. be'no, reproach to that holy , .andexcellenr 
calling of the Miniſtry ,. for of ſuchthe Scripture 
hath expreſly warned, I confefle it may be ſaid no 
Atheilt like.an unſanRified Miniſter, yca, no/A- 
theiſme of ſo black a dye as theirs, who being (till en- 
ured with boly, things have yer.no ſenſe thereof, 
Now inthis very dark houre, whereintheChurch 


ſeemerh to bavefallenin a dearh like pang » andoh, 


many of her-Children in a ſad Icthargie > that if we 
looked in an ordinary way, her wound wight ſeem in- 
cureable, there are 2 great and concerning 2 Quzries 
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eak peace?” open i Well; thats7Othat 
Ss to pur the- kn ple they Oo 
eter angh debite, / hough/men.should threariny 
though the earth were overturned and the: founda- 
' © Hion shaken;, © this is' a determination-above: men ; 
above'all che roles 'of humane policy y yea," above 
theitars., which® fruftrateth che rokens- of the liars, 


ſel of God , raking placeanent his work and People: 

1 know ſome grave' writers of theſt: late times ; 
doe exprefſe their” fear that the horrid: .wickednefſe 
& apoltacy of the Gentile'Church mayatlaſt reſolve 
m the. Lords departure and'an univerfalidarknes z 
that as the rejection of the Jewes made way for the 
Gentiles incoming; fo their fall ' may as \remarka- 


many that Vopery- may, ytt once overrur; the whole 
' Reformed Churches before Antichriſt fa+. but ſince 
areno part of our Bible , we should Jearnneither to 
which the Scripture: warranteth' and if the Lord be 
watt forits accomplishment, Az. Quare which is 
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and makerh diviners mad, cyenthat-revealed Coun- - 


bly preceede that ſemm recurn and reſtauration: of : 
the” Jewish Church, :it is-atſo become the feat of 7 
theſe ſadthoughts, nor' any appearances of the time, | 
Arerch” our'fears''hor-expeRations , beyond that. 
3 2 | God, 'andthishis'very word!, let:us adheretoirand 


.ndeed no lefleconcecting i in ſuch a thine, may be a- | 
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requiteth another pen , andzoo 
xaſfing word, yea, we may ſay the 


inquiries and debatein this matter, '] hall there- 
fore leave it with a few things onely to bein thege- 
neral conſidered. '' 1. It is ſure, 'thar every time: hath. 
its preſentduety, and the wiſe diſcerners thereof will 
know thence 'what they ought ro do, what work 
and ſervice the preſent circumſtances of that time 
cals for , .shall the earth have its ſeaſons wherein. 
things are beautiful, $shall the ſtork and ſwallow 


' know their time , and yet'Chriſtians not know how 


to bring forth fruit in their ſeaſon, and: diſcern the 
ſpecial time and opportunity of duety ? 2. Itisalſo 
ſure, that every Chriſtian in whatſoever capacity or 
condition as he hath his meaſure and talent, fo bath 


fame work and opportunity of duety., wherein they 


may ferve theEord in their generation, yea, it is 
not the meaneſt lot or Eondition that shutreth that. 
door npon any', that they have no work for God , 
who defire tobe faithful for him: Ohthatinthis 
threatning time when darknes is like to overſpread 
the Church, ir were more upon the hearr of Chri+ 

ftians to ſtrive together, and contend by'a ſerious. 
1mprovement of their ſeveral capacities ro preſerve 


Religion , - and tranfmit the knowledge of Jeſus 
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of Jirtret urihs ineftinable, yerit is lure there 154 
amore prefling; cal! for our aJhetence to that truth, 
ohrch 1s inolt controverte:l 1n the tine n for it1s the 

* Avor4 of his: patience and, the, matter ot our preſent 
teſtimony , and irisknown through, all ages what 2 

| Shoular bl fog +» hath followed the contending 
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at. wh ich FI greniry ron, Fe nos binding); 
Yets. We: may ſay-i 1n-2 tim of the Churches hazard 


and ſuffering is more; prefſingly called for , - even 
the/ftgdy of Chriſtian, aradendss: a'duety .convin=: 
cingly neceſſary , for regulating of dueryes, accor- 
ding-to'tne, circumſtances of the. *Churches caſe,” 


ichdoth ſonearly concern the intereſt and preſer- 
vation of Religion',.thatI muſt ſay z a breach inthat 
concord betwixt zealand Chriſtian prudence, , when 
there is not ſome equal reſpe& Rudyed in the exer- 


] ciſe: of -both cannot but give the Church a ſore 
{ wounds this is indeedailarge theam, but I shall one- 


ly pointatin 3 things. 7, Inouravoiding and being 
tender, to give offence, not only to keepa diſtance 
fromeyil , but from the ſmalleſt appearance therc+ 


j of, I muſt ſay they are bad caſuiſts, and have litle - 
{ reſpe& to the Churches edification , who make ir 


their work , not ſo much to keep men from (in, as 
to shew them , quam prope adpeccatim fi fine peccato acce- 
dere-liceat 3 O what a becoming fear isthat , not ta 
lay aftuinbling blockin the way of others. togrieve: 


| theweake ; or confirm ſuch who uſe to found their 


prejudice againſt thetruth, and way of God, upon 


| the miſcariage of ſuch as proteſſe the ſame. '2, This 


excellent ſtudy of Chriſtian prudence hath a reſpe&t 


$*0- mens taking offence as well as theirgiving ir, to' 
Jour wie ſober in judging 3 , in perſonal reflexions 
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= may yet be: ſerviceable tothe Charch, ' bur + 
| CUP nr fas ro watchful regard of 
breach ,-and'renit in hs Obmicks, and'to ſtudy . 


"an ſpirirſo far asis poſſible without prejudice | {c 


to; truth. 36 It:is-alſo- @ concerning piece of Chri- ' J 2 
Kian prudence , hovv tovvalkvvilely rovvards theſe / th 
vyhoare yvithout, vyhen prejudice againſtthevyay | © 
of God is now-in;ſuch'a groath"to Nady hovy? | 3 
vye may convince , gain groand\,. and by Chriſtian- / & 
lyprudentand tentercarriageconciliat reſpe&to the + V 
truth , and thus commend holines'; and theſe vvho | | - 
profeſſe i it tothe conſcience of men, tv ſtad yt thatrule it 
of expediency muchin things of themſelyes 'vvarran- ſe: 
tabley vvhar fienes, and advantage , ' preſent cir« - th 
cumſtances may offer ,' ordety for edifteation," and ! ſe: 
promoting that heent: intereſt of - this Goſpel It our * j 3n 
converſe vvith men. {13-916 £34; eFI8' 4, 4 of 

I shall novy ceafe to eine Yorrifcchory FRE | de 
vrould premit ſome fevy things yvith zreſpe@tothe' be 


_ Tubje@ of thisfollovving*ctiay. '''r. Shouldvvenor | le 


vvith yyonder- and aſtenishivetit look-oh this great - JE 
record of the Seripture © | by'vybiclt che gloricus * | 2c: 
Majeſty of God dorh ſpeak 'to men y yea Joth as} P2 
16964 communicar- his Cotnſel-antdi micide:!) vve? thi 
may ſay mort certainly , then. if vvehat webimme- | vY 


_diat audibleiyojce/from Heaven; O'coutdvvehave | Cc: 


ſuch ordinary thoughts of this ; Gs vve confider.hovw-: | ©0 
near God corherh cherriq'ro'ys? Ithiok if there: 
yvere® 


; Bag” 
i 


n'y 'M : ; , 
s. | vyere hut one corner of the earth, thaugh in the re- 
+ : [motel parts» -vyhere,men might go. and. eta look 


ffio,xranderful ,, and Anportant a things Gods cx- 
- | prefle-vvill. vyrittep and, ſent: from Heaven to.the 
f- | excth.s:ancnt. our ducty: here , and; bleſſednes for e- , 
| yer, 5hould vve not. think ie vyorth. our croffing the 
e | {ca, andof thegrearelt expence of time or labour? 
| | 1tistruely a vvonder hovy vvecan read and conſider 
| | the Scripture ,. yvithaut yyondring. ., 2., Itisa great 
| concernment to knovy that the Scripture hath ſuch 
a vvitnes as experience, .andthat there is ſuch a trade, 
4 | &.correſpondence asthis betvvixt the Saints and the 
e- | Word;; vvhich. lieth not in the common road of the 
0: | World. O yvhat an empty thing should Religion be 
e + | if it had not this vvord experience 10 its grammar, that 
ſecrex & ſure mark vyhereby the Chriſtian knovveth 
. | | the Scripture is af God,  hoyvy thus the Lord hath oft 
4 : | ſealed. their inſtruRionin a dark plunge ; hovy life 
x - | and.povver, inliy I PRenenh ro. the melting 
| of their heart » hath ft tryſted them therein a very 


| 0 
y | dead frame; and novy, they knovy that verily Go d 
e | hearethprayer, . novy they are perſvvaded, and have 
it | learned. by the crofſe that heis indeed a cemforter, 
+. | yea» .many can-sheyy hovy by the Word theirfirſt 
xs | acquaintance vviththe Lord, did begin, hovy ſome 
$4 | particular, truth}, like a.pickle of cernthrovvninat 
3 | their heart, by the bleſſing of the great husbandman 
vi. | vvas wade totake life, and grovv. _ 3«:It much con» 
& | cerneth us toknovy yyhatan excellent key the Scrip- 4 
#1 tore is to unlock that ſealed book of providence, and a 


g* | another vvay but loſt themſelyes on the ſearch , and 
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. ing forth out of Tenuanetemcrork wWhoi 
the authbr thereofy hovyehence Ittakerh hofd ofthe 
tr hrs ts the adequate fig” ahd dectaritfon 
of his p - and theii hovy*the"vye2d" taketh 
hold of bis vrorkard vidence ," vykiere'Vve"imay 
ſee the face and-condirion 6f the Chirth dearly 


yvritten' out through-alt'rhe charger tine; Hovr 
providence keepeth certain" and fteady Conrle Even 
amidft the mi lexed motions and rectings" of 


ofthe earth," Fel hovv tft tiph eVed' xfeVvhich 
vvould ſeem moſt coritradiQory 3” ruh v wed: mo 
ftraight channel atthevvord , ; aa} eatii6t pl 
out theſe bounds”? 4 It' isthop al's Py 
concernin Sctipture- romifes; at a?EGhElytonchs 
ed this: lsrving: difcvileſs >4hd{6o) hearty 
along vyith them aclear eontinied; 'ſofjes Of Tli bak Fai | 
| Churches conditiori thiroufh'aidie; arid dheyves th 
"moſt remarkable change wfther' lor} Abt $646 . 
that in diverſe propheciky: and in's different edfitier- 
the Spirit doth'/point! at ane andthe/fambt 160 
Aaty 5 it shovld: caufe noi'miſtake';” "08 ptgUIeE; 
thar vve findeſeveraliofthe $eriptneprophieded tes 
preſt in ſuch darkvermery ſincet pine sf CUE 
faw it fit that for atimp _ ruchs $64 be locked 
op, andſealed ; 'burndvylightkathifo fax bfoken up 
yvith the. event 5 as'vwh ayes "hovy" k: 

eant and ſuitable to the matter thefe #116 
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| | gument of ſonie: remarkable paſſages: of providence 
jc | in the date.timesflas herein the author hath ſome con- 
ty | fidenegtgprofeſſe he. did endeavour yybat could be 
ie | attained for certainty ofthe fame pandifany circum-. 
ſtance oftheſe relarions:#hoold: be'found-a miſtakes 
he dare {ayhefore Hiumvvhoisgreaterthen our con- 
ſcience. ig;vyas not the negle& of aſcrious inquiry, 
| ſo he muſh; allo.premits:the inſerting-ofthem-vvas 
gy | upon further 1ntent,, then ro-bex vvirnies to that 
ig; | trurh ofthe Lords eminent appearance for his Chierchin the 
e rx 5:iirvould be:of: great uſe: and profit to the” 
p | Churchthar ſame:more fidy: qualified: yvould ſtudy 
p' | * More: large colleRion,of this kinde"@-that- this: 
- | mightga far th wv itha, bleſſing from. him-yv ho: by 
g4 | the, meaneſtthinga can ſerye-himſelt+ Es 
S edifi. 


Iccompt is givenupon the cloſeofthe laſt ar 
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== If R-2 fF-S Hereare two meanes by - 
4a £5. WHucÞ the bleſſed Maje- 
—\ $3 Ky of God hath choſen, 
SS £0 reveal himſelf, to the 
WE "A ET *L\1 fonsof men, his word and 
$1 <1B WS ITY w. bis woks, which may be 
=p LL u w' called theſe two great 


'S ; | = UN to the Chinch 


7 Shine forth, yea 
doth communicate lighe 
© to the ay; . theſe. men muſt not divide, which by fo 
Fe ſtrait atye the Lord hath joyned, and b py meryetous COre 
' "I reſpondenicefarh ſer the one over-againſt the other ,- that it 
1 may T fi eaſy to ſee his fairhfulnes , and the - accomplirhmews of 
"1 che Scripture therein , and' indeed this is 2 great concerning @ - 
G1 cruth,, char calleth for a ſerious ſtudy, the ſolid perſuaſion 
| vhich Should affoord a ſvycer ground of repoſe, and reſt 
for the ſoul, though the earth were all in a combuſtion 
+ Þ ronnd about , and give 2ſatisfyin an: {wer ro our MOL fol- 
1} licicous thoughts, "and feares: | Now this being the intend. 
17 ed ſubjeR of the following diſcourſe. 4 Shall firſt rouchi » 
= * a little | 
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a little in the general | and then hold forth ſome more parti«' 
culargrounds > whenceit may be clearly demonſtrazed. | 


T. That the Scripture of Godt bath a certain actomplichimnent here | 
inthe World , and whats to be underſtood by the fame, I 
Shall endeayour to clear in theſe things, which would be 
conlidered: ' | oh Sl 

4+. This is the very. unfolding of the Lords decree, and. 
ſecret purpoſe, the bringing forth of his work, now wirh., 
jntime, to the view. of Angels and Men , which was be-' 
fore himinthe deep of his thoughts, and counſel from eter. 
nity; it is an opening up of the ſealed book, which we. 
muſt not underſtand to betharſecret roll of ele&ton , and. 
the bookof life, wherein the names of theele& are writ ; 

; bur Ziber faridrens the ſealed book of Gods diſpenſations 
p. 1 the World , shewing out his counſels, and defignes 
=» which should be brou ir forth inthe after ages of time ; / 
Y for as the Lorddid fully comprehend what he was' to do , 
andall that was to befal his Church , and People from the 
. beginniogto the end , longlong before there was a begin- 
ning > beforethe mountaines were formed, ſo hath he co. | lis 
pyed, and written out his heart in the Word hereanene, | Ju 
wherein he hath moſt plainly chewed forth, what were his 
bleſſed purpoſes, andcounſelof old, andthus the thoughts 
of hisheart, his Word and his works do ſweetly ageree,, | ® 


OCOOGnn mon ommsnyp worn. 


T:  andeach one wonderfully anſwers to another , for his | ©x 
= work doth bring forth, 'and accomplish his Word., .that ! de 
his decree, and counſel from alleternity may take place, Þ Þ!: 


2. The Scriptures: accomplishunent is the tranſ{criptand þ '% 
writing of it overid providence, where we may ſeeand ad- þ P"' 
4nire how the Word doth shine upon all the pathes and ſee 
footfteps of the Lord toward his Church in every age, andJ-P< 
gives light ro the ſame, and what an evident refleftion, | 
his work hath again uponthie Word , ſo that through the | © 
whole ſeries and pers He providence in the earth , we | © 
hayea moſt exa& portraiture ' and image of the Scripture, Þ| 2 
anſwering one-to another as face anſwers to face 1n the. 
glaſſe, where it may be eaſy to diſcern the copy bythe: 
| | | princt-J - 


7 v5 
. 
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Kg i” w_ OE d; bo 0 
Exe 


—_—_ 


b. 


of:the' Scripture. re 


principale, and ebids rebraihlance whichiolumwiiteho bei 3 


mg, and that excellent pittern , and model, whichis held 
forth thereofinthe Word, -, vin Þ Hain; 

3+ Theaccomplishment of the Scripture is the very turh- 
ing; that which was the obje& of our faith > and contem+ 


Þ- plation to be the obje&rof our ſenſe and feeling , itisthe 


real birth,and bringing forth theſe truths unto the World in 
their appointed time and ſeaſon concerning the Church", 
and particular Chriſtians , which were hid inthat wombof 
the promiſe, and many dark predi&ions af the Word ; it is 
ſuch a thing as giveth. the promiſes and Prophecyes, a vi- 
ſible being , yea bringeth truth ſo near withinthereach of 
our ſenſes, that we mayeven touch as it were and handle 
the Words, of life. O whatanexcellent interpreteris ex- 
perience.!' 748 ad ſee, for thus the ſerious Chriſtian gett- 


etha view of the Scripture, and ſpiritual things, whichthe - - 


moſt ſubtil, and piercing eye of unſan&itied Schoolmen 
cannot reach, yea, by the practice of truth , / nearnes to. 
God, ahd retiring of the ſoul ro-him , hath oftt:got more 
lightin ane houre then others by many dayes , putting their 
judgement andinvention upon the rack: TN > 

4+ This is Gods own feale , which he pnttethto the 
Word to confirm and ratify the ſame, Ido-not only mean 
that ſecret ſealeofthe Spirit within , but ſomething more 


| external that ſolemn teſtimony of: his workes', whereby lie 
{ doth every day appeal mens conſciences anent his truch; for 
| his worksare very manifeſt, whereon there 1s ſo'rlear art 


ingrayening of his truth and faithfulneſs, thar as the ime 
preſſe and image of the ſeal is upon the 'wax » men may alſo 
ſee whoſe ſuperſcription and image thatis&whichydoth ap+ 


{-p<aronſuch , and ſuch paſſagegofprovidences: |. * 
5 


5. This is ſomething we are not to ſeek onelyinthe ex-- 
traordinary acts of providence , orin.any.ſingular and/emi- 
nent path of a chriſtian experience z uay at dothshineforth 
inthe ſmalleſt and moſt 'cafual things. char falls our ,! yea in . 


j every Page of that greav Volumn of :providenesmay be 
carenk $926 Fes 5 th 
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oy: 0 6;T he Scriptures accomplishment is ſuch a thing as 
05, Hs 


A 2 concerns - 


ER Nor of the Word gay raritm 


ſeveral ſteps ,- s of theirlife;,. who rofice 
doth much ly betwixe improvemenrofthe Word, and 9b- 


ſervation he fo eos ſuch:can witnes how under a 

ſpiritual gre tne Hr death and whenits 

well ; that great peace they have who love Gods Law, 
have ofr found: thatina trait hieisa very preſenthelp, 


Md in the way of _ thatirs ſurely good:ro draw nearto- 
e of their 773, can from matry: re- 


markable, and convincing yo? ovidences declare. thetruth 


tim 5 and in the 


andfairhfulnes of God'/; y whilft I fpeak here, of 


che Chriſtians eperiones; s Echink is ſad, ah a grearshott: | 


Cc z'that there is nota more-ſerious improvement of 
ir for and; whichisa very Ra duty on ſuch whe 
Haveraſted that the Lord is gracious, & O what anexcellent 
2ddition wouldthis berto-cheir reftament, when they arero- 
leave the: Wotld,. toleavea teſtimony behinde themto-the 


faithfulnes of Ged'in' his Wore, and-p wo ouuchearid 
pur their ſcale to the ſame, fromywhar jp ato_er 
--$erees richce; forthis: should-provea; Gol lpco 


Frengrhenother, - and ſpread abroad the fame-,. 


report of religion';'yea, thusonhe generation should declare 
che worksof the Lordeo aporher » andtranfmirthe memo- 


ry ofh £00 nes to ſueceding ages: 


times ; wherein ſack particular rrarhs, Should 


nor onely-it-their- prediions, hold forth in general , the 
erarh ,' and certainty of theſe things, which-should fall 
out, butthey alſo inquired and ſearcheddiligently anent the 
eine ro what- or wharmanner of time the Spirit by:them, 
did point at'* P13 12.-For its nuely oharts that? piece” 
of the Wotd » was under the Law to have its peculiarac- 


complisfuhent ws 2k of ic alfo;, under che Methas. 
Kingdome 


is is ſomething which not only the Chitiansex- 


"7.4 
ericnce doth-wicnes:, ad ih every time take place 5: but 
zch alſo6-apeculiar reference totheſeages, eres of | 
avetheir | 


accomplishmenr ;: for its trye that the Prophets. of old did: - 
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. Kingdome » jnthe dayes of the goſpel; :5ghould he-fulfilled, 
latter times ;:and:there is berwixe :ſuch:periods-of ime , 
and revolution ofthe Qhurches cafe, andsherbringiag forth 
of ſuch-2 piece ;of the Scripture, ro 8penformance, :avery 

certainand undoubted-conneRtion. Ati ave wedo notyet 
well ynderRaud (-which will -be one of #heleſtmanifeſta. 

tions,» the Church $hall have atctheendofrime, whenthe 

” || -myſtery of God. is finished ): how co forrthe event exatthy 
| tothe Word, but itis fure (and were worthy of ourfiudy 
and obſervation') how every age hath ſomething of the 

' 8 Sctipturepeculurcherero, yea carricth forward the Lords 
© # -work and deſign 4 further; Rep , may: we not ſee-hawatic 
ape fulfillechſucha-pigceioftheChurches ſufferings appomnt- 

ed qr her., and :pits forme. great ner TY > 06 

-oyer her head ; which 5he:was to. mect-with , whilſt an 
'other.age, carrieth herchorpw.an other change , and/giv# 
echher a time of reſt and breathing , how ſuch acumetbring- 
eth Antichriſt fordward to his bight.apd fucha follawi 
age- begins the tun: of che: Churches: raſe,. yea every (E- 

yeralpcriodand revolution of times -ſtilhaddech ſomething, 
to thar excellent hiſtory of the Word., and providence}, 
which wwe have ſince the beginning., and braggeth torth 
ſomething furcher -jnto:rbe, world ofthe Lords counſetand 
deſignabour his Church. - | ] 
-.\8-: The accomplishing of the Scripture-is{fuch athing , 
we. are:to look after ,//in a ſpecial way here, which-con- 
cernsthis milicant, and traveling condition of the Church ; 
for if che Scriptures. were once fully. accomplished , and 
the. great myſtery of God therein tinished ;,. there were 

'then-nothing more to doe,, his work of providence were 
at an end, and time should be no more ; this is ſome. 
thing, that. is not here-perfefted'atonce, bur i5 Killgta- 
dually: carrying on, and then shall be .compleat at the. 
reſurreftion of the juſt, and ſecond caming of the Lord » 
whichis the laſt part of Canonick Scripture to bermade qur. 
when both his work and /hisvord ,. and cime , Shulkhe all 
finished together ; bur whill cheſainets are yer by che way: 

ET: Aus - - thy 


= | 


8 5. 
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| hls written ies all theſe pretious: promiſes 
therein, forpreſentuſe and encouragement -for thatis its 
proper work to'take them ſafe rhorow this labyrinth ofthe 
world,*andwhed'it hath brought them ro land , itharh no 


more tpjdoe; there will berhen nomioreneed fora Chri-. 


tian to'goe toa promiſe, and adyenture uponit, we$hall 
chen- 110-note' Watch, with the watchmen in adark , and 
ſtormy night'3*and hope oo the breaking of theday 7 faith 
then shafl chearafland's how ſuch a word shall be made 
'out'sb&auſe of invincible Qifficulties in irs-way »' no7 then 


it hath- done its' worke, andthat whichis written Shall be. 


ſwallowed up ,'in that hich i is ſeen and enjoyed, all the 
ſtreames of our encouragement | will then loſe themſelvesin 


a-greater depth.” -O hen its finished and done whatallthe . 


 pronufes:> prophecies , and threathings of the Word, 
-was: bring ging forth; :andther /n0 more'need of ſomethi 
ef: e-an# tarneſt in hand;'tothem who have the fu 
cfliott ofthe inheritance, * under whoſe feet che God of 
peaceharh trod Sarah and. all their enemies,” -- 
9: -I shalf adde this} the accom PRs of rhe Scrip- 
ture, is: ſomething, "Which 1 15 nor ionely demonſtrat ole 
Chriſtian <fom ble'inflaences , and Gods Secret worki ing 


with his: « but is ds out to the obſervation of 
men, in the* an of provideniee ; aid not onely witneſſed 
by that internal evidence o: he Spirit, bur.by at external. 


teſtimony , which both raristially ; holderhhis.qgt, rothe 
jadgement z and ſenſibly to the ſigh and experi ience y and 
— thists the ſtrongeſt and moſt full of all outwart evidences z 
fince the' world muſt Shar their eyes if the do not ſee it 
and a Chriſtian muſtdeny what he > ſeetha id teeleths- if 
he deny wines to this, x BOEH d ohar : 


W/ 


EI. We would conſider he accomplithnont of i the Scriptures 


25that which is the Lords peculiar work” and deſign tm the World',, © 


and thar great butlines. which is upon'the- wheels of pro- 


videnceamidft rhe various changes and revolutions , which ' | 
are here within time , - for /bringing about whereof the 


\ bleſſed thoughts of his heart, ' are hixed and _— F 


<< hm WrinrsnrP OH mnAAmKA + az mw 


- 
CY 


the bringing about what he har ſpoken in his, 


- ofthe Scripture. 7 


en WY OR ſ DEITY Ee, "AF 
Thisis indeed 2 grave and ſerious truth worthy to be more 


' noticed and laid to heart, by men, thatthe glorious provi- 


dence of God which goeth throughout the earth, and 
doth particularly reachall things which come to paſſe ,, the 
ſmalleſt as well as the greateſtipireſts of men, inallcheſe, 


doth move certainly and infallibly for the accomplishing of 7. 


the Scripture , which is that great thing God hath betor; 
his eyes. for it is no perſonal intreſts of men how gre; 6 
eyer they. be, thar can anſwe#this end, it is ſomethyng 
beyond the Setting up of Kings ,, or overturning; King- 


domes and nations that he doth minde amidſt theſe yarions 


changes , -whichare in the World, irs ſome. greater thing » 
"then that which we moſt notice, the Lord a defi _ 


how ſuchaparty 1s adyanced, and others brought lows 
for theſe things come within the reach of his careand;pra+ 
videnice, in ſo faras the fulfilling of the Scripture 1s.there- 
in concerned ; the outmaking of the promuſes,,, and thre 
atnings one ſyllabe whereof he doth more, valuethenallthe 
crounes and Kingdomes of the'earth, yea will:poret it 
fall to the ground , though it shoyld bearcherare of lay= 
ing cities > and countries deſolate z:for its 1athusrheLogd 
takerh pleafure , and exerciſcth his blefſed thoughts,,; exen 


þ. Now to clear this furder, Ishall hold ch rhatiote 
lowing grounds, whenceit may appear. . _ ,, nou! 

Firſt the fulfilling of che Scripture, apd wrizzeo Ward 
18 ſo reat.athing , and of ſuch concernment , . that. the, 
bleſſed Majeſty of God, thoughe it worthy, ofaplacein 
his heart” from All eternity , this was þefore him in. his 
thoughts and counſels of ald ;- eyen that aenk) Ea: work _ 


"which Should betheafter-produ , andoutmaking of his 


Word to hys, Church here within time , and ſurely was 
ſuch 2 plotr and 'contrivance that as no lefle. chen 1nfinic 
loye, -wiledome and power, was required to. bring ita- 
bout. ſoit was. well becoming the Majeſty 'of God , and 
worthy to be the work of all chethree bleed perfons of 
the trinity; O if we could go doun a little to this deep 


& 


'1 and fee the wonders that are there, we wonld find;:that 


A 4 krow- 


my 
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nowledge whichuſually lefſeveth our admiration of other 


think eat and 'meryelous a thing thats 
-which the Word is bringing forth. thy 
-+ 2; Tris npon this, even the performance of the Word 
charthepreſ gePr 1500 6 /najnAb  andafrer blelſednes of the 
+ -aintsdothly , 'forrhegreatinrerelt of the Church is adyen- 
tured upon the Word, and embarked with ir:', which 
$hould be loſt yea their ftgck and treaſure which is laid y 
-4 heaven , andalltharaChriſtian'is worth, which islayd 
up m-the prothiſe , were then perished, if che' Scripture 
" Shoald'want an accomplishmeur, - the Godly man hath 
then ran &labgarnedin yain,&thele whoate fallen aflespinſ 
Chriſt have dyediv a'fad delufion, providence would belike 
*thework ofthe foolish builder, who begun and knewnot 
* how to finish. *Ohowheighly then 1s the Lord concerned 
in folfilling of his Word? Thar hetmay perfect what con- 
- cerhs hisPeopleyand having ſhrely payed che pricepur them 
"alfoinpofſeftion. 7 7 © A Oe 
-:/-2© There is yer,more-then the intereſts of Angels and. 
men, yea then heaven and earth is worth that depends 
ypon/the outmaking of the Scripture ; the glory of God 
 andeſpecially nd == of thar great attribute his farhfwl- 
nes which he 'will.have.nolefle Shine foithin thepertor- 
mance ofthis Word , then' his power and wiſdome in this 
reat fabrick of the: univerſe, and theſe meryelous,pro- 
duftions*of nature ; for he hath'magnified hisWord above 
Al bis works > therefore is his heart greatly ſet nponthis z 
even 'the'bringiyg to paſle what he hathſpoken,, which1 
jn the leaſt should fall ,. were. no Tefle then to make God 
- 2lyer 5and falfify his Word , who 1s through all, theſ- 
Church known'by this bleſſed name ,' The God of rrach. | 
4. We would confider this , as that greattruſt, which 
is putinhis handwho onelyinheaven and earth was found 
worthy-'to: open'the book' of Gods. decrees and counſels, 
and looſe the ſeals thereof, atruſt whith the Lord did not 
adventure upon the Angels, the ſmalleſt promiſe, being 


>; #4 


ic here, it would þe newto us e- Y- 


18 


ſuch as requires noleſſe then an ompipotent powerand the 
: wi I 4 p *>»> me 


| Faiched , andthe Jay of the pericetliberty of the $onnes of 


F.- 


inche; 


Godis come. | 


15s. wricten inthe Word betulfilled, ou 
.: 6«. We; would conſider 5: this is the:greatthing which 
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- onceffiac-motion; cucil: he hitters tharwhich he hath 


ſpokeninhis Word; Ir was for this cauſe thar the Scrip- - 


ture mighr be accompliched z"that.the Word was made 


flesh; 'and he'who counted itnorobbery'to be equal unto 
"God, didtake upon himſdfthe forme ofa Seryanc, this is 

_ of fuchaccovntin his eyes ,/ thate'what time he ſpeaks. con- 
cerning 4 Natiorr or People, ereit'come-not topafic, he 


will rather put forth ommpotency > for the working of mi- 
racles ,- and chlo" ths verywourtd of nature, Rthis he 
wil make*the deep dry, make away through thered Sea, 
and caufe Tordan ftand as in a » that he may keep pro- 
-miſe to his People; if there beno way for bringing aboat 
his Word, but througha Seaof blood , and over the bones 
and carcaſſes of his enemyes, he wilt do it» ' and bring it ro 
paſſe, thn h) Walled: Cities , and the Sonnes of Anack 


ore | 


rong Should ſtand inthe way thereof. Abra- 
hams old age, and Sarahs dead womb, muſt not fruſtrac 
this, ifthe promiſe of the Churches reſtauration cannot be 
- \made out withour 2 wonder Shewed upon dry bones ſcat- 
rered at the graves motith, this shallnotbe wanting ; when 
God ayethhel bring down the,enemyes of his Church , if 
- cheduſt of the ground should ariſe , down they miſt come ; 
how- many great/defigns of men hath this bleſſed deſign 
(thatthe counſel of theY;ord may ſtand) crushr and broken? 
ſothartheir workand counſel hath been as the Spiders web, 
when it ſtood croſſetothis end, the godly need not fear 
--thathebe not a preſent help in time of trouble , for he will 
keep his word herein, though the Earth Should be oyer= 
efrned and 'the Mountaines caſt into the midſt of the Sea ; 


O who hathrefiſted hiscounſel ! Whar are all theſe vicif - 


firudesand changes herein the World ?-> Buc making way 
for the Scriptures accomplishtment , with whar deſire doth 
he move towards this'end? So that as in Zachary6: v.8. 
the inftruments by him appointed for executin his judge- 


mentand the threatnings of the Word, irs fad they have 
quieted his Spirit”, his decrees are mountaines of braſle, 
whichare unchangeable, the thoughts of his heart take place 
Word Which is gone forth 

out 


in all generations ,- therefore the 
nocceg off " 
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-of the Scripture. 


Ls 


'the Lord shall proſperin his hand 


'TI 


out of his mouth shall not return in vaitt, but the pleaſure of 


aj] I I 1. The accomplichment of the Scriprare is atrath very clear 
and manifef?, "whereof none can pretend ignorance, if 


they. doe not. Shur: their eyes, .aud force their own 


light 


from the fear of ſuch adiſcovery; forthe obſtruction dorh 
not. ly in the darknes of the obje& or that men' cannot {ce 
this 5 ſince we: haye- it ſo clearlyheld forth in greatandle. 
gible chareers, nay', we muſt ſay: the caule 1s culpable, 
there is much of the will in it, which readers ſuch ane ig- 
norance without: excuſe. O that:ithis should be 1o little 
lookr after, a' matter of ſuch near and; weighty concern 


ment ,. when there needs not an other demonſtration 


, but 


came and ſee the works of the Lord through the earth, for 
hetharh here ſo far condiſcended to his People , ro bring the 
-truth-near , that they even feel and grip the ſame z yeadorh 
in.2 manner ſay to every one as'to Thomas , prr 22 your 
bands,” touch the Word 3 and truth thereof. and be no 
longer faithles , caſt but andſee, that the Lord is good and 


' that heistruein what he hath ſpoken. - 


--Weare indeed to look after a more clear, and full difco- 
yery ofthis truth the nearer theChurch is to the end of time; 
thereis 2 labyrinth-as it were. of turnings and windings, 
through which we-may-ſee the Word oft brought, ſoas we 
loſe fight thereof, andare ready to ſtagger anent its perfor- 
mance; but itsas'true that themoſt eminent confirmations, 
the ſaints ever had of this truth,, hath been after greareſt 


Shakings. thereanent,, yea, the Lord hath ivrallages , 


ſo vi- 


fibly ſealed his Word by ics performance »' that we tyaylay, 


' » | canhebeaChriſtiananda ſtranger tothis inhis experience z 


anda ſerious on-looker on providenceand thediſpenfations 
of the-time, ,wherein helives, anda ftrangercoit, inhis 
obſervation; yea, can any-be ſo wholly brurish, not to 


_— 2 thing ſo clear that oftimes theſe, who run) 
rags. ) | 

\ But ro ſpeak 2 lictle more to this I shall here 
at ſome things , that may shew how manifeſt this tru 


may 


point 
th 1s. 
Fuſt, 


ae 7" Thefulfilling 
Fs Isir:not-very 'glear » which we ſee" day, | in R 
' tolight?. Arruth ſo conſpicuous , both. in (Gods _ 


> ry way with his Church, and in the ſeveral ſteps and paſſa- 


£55 ofa-Chriſtians life': For theſe mercies which bring the 


. Word, and promiſe; to:pafle,: are newrevery mmoriing., | 


and cry aloud , if we could hear 3 great.is his faithfulgesi, 
chis is indeed tryed.; and needs there more... 2 conviAG 


| cea 
blind man; char hisofight /is reſtored-roham., bat thathe | 


' herewhodo-butſeryioully feek to:becon E145 ohhy 
_ 2::Isit noraclearrrach , whichootonely:is found upon 

the exacteſtitryal,- but is witneſſed by. ſuch whoever tryed 

« 1n-char molt prefiingfrairs , [and extremity ; (forts 


the darkeſt nigh rhis-wrach hath moſt brightly Shined » and | 


 +helſe:more remarkable vencorious:a&fs of faith , have they 
nor ſtiil brought fortly moſtconvincingexperiments there. 

 anent? Wemayſaythereisnonecangive abetter account 
of rhe. performance of the Word; then-thele who againſt 
hope , have. beleeyed/inhope., that this never made them 
ashawed. LL oH33679: nd Eg ; Yor 27! 

. 3+ Is tt not alſo clear, whereof there areſuch.ſolemny 
extraordinay comfirmations inall ages? . For:thathis.name 
Rear, his wondrous works declares. 1am ſure no»rme 
cquld ever deny its-witnes , how by great convincingpros 
vidences , both of judgement and mexcy-1t hath been fo 
fealed'; as hath fogaad ' Acheifts 20. keep, Stlence ,.notime 
wherein the Church-hadinot cauſe to eret-apullar;, anden- 
grave thereon, #e have ſeo meth ow eyes the great and won- 
drous works. ot che Lord, by which-he: hath-witneſſed the 
truth of his Word... ; = | 


: *4.". Is tt-notia manifcſt-trurch which even in the-moſt 


ſtrange , and darkifoorfteps of providence, :{o clearly shim: 
neth forth,-thefe which at the firſt look: are an aſtonishe 


met; and-hard to ibe underflogd.,;yet after moſt clearly; 


verify.the Scriprure., . that. whylſt the Lords-way goeth out. 
of ourſight, yea , out of the ordinary road of his work-. 


ine. through a labyrinh-of turniogs,' and crofſe difpenſa- _ 
tions, yer ac length, it:doth evidently clear , 6:5 | 
| | | | tangle 
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tangle it ſelfe , whichimen may of ſee break forth astheſun 


ont of a dark. cloud, that shivetly the more brightly, the 
more it was obſcureds 


$: Is itnovvery clearwhich-can be demonſtrated byſuch 
 vViilDic 


effc&s- in. theſe great changes of the World? *For 
the fulfilling ofthe Scriprure, is\not a thing hid in a corner, 
but oft pubſcliedia the howſe tops, that men may ſeelegi- 
bly written, upon Kingdomes and nations, the deſolate 
ruines ,. and devaſtarionof cities & houſes great, and fair , 


 whichare madets be without infiabitanrs, ſos theſe 'who 


goby mayclearly read the cauſe » and bear that witnes, Zo 
theres: ſom w;fibly peneched accor dang io the word. 

6. How clear is this, which we have ſo evidently 
drawen out, anda&cd- over itt2 Chriſtian walk > For what 
elſe is the ſpiritual converſation of ſuch, theſe viſible ef- 
feats, andevidences of thegrace of Godall along aChri- 
Rians way", bur 2 viſible convincing witnes tothe perfor- 
mance of the word* Hath not ſucha very audible Echo » 


. andrefound- to thag whichis the great drift, and Scopeof 


the Scripture; ' where men may ſee the bible tuxnd over into- 

ical hiſtory , written forth , and a&eq onthe hearr, 
and cofiverſation of the faines , 2s ona age, or theatre: the 
it ſelfethroughall the veines , as it were, and conduits of 


2: Chriſtians life , fo that if the truth, and reality of the 


of God beathing manifeſt , 2nd unqueſtionable we 
muſt alfo ſee therein the reall performance of the Scrip- 


uns . |. 
. 7. I shall adde we mayclearly fee how one piece of the 


_ Scripture:, isnothing elſe but the punttual fultilling , and 


accamplishment'6f the other, -how thar which was $ha- 
dowed out by dark types, under the Law, and heldina 
Prophecy » through the Old Teſtament, is written before 
our eyes in2 plain, andreal hiftory1nthe New Teſtament, 
and that the goſpel is only a perfecting of the Law z and 


. 


the Prophets, 
n nog? 
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Thoagits.very manifeſt and by undenyable proofs 
I V.. Thooghits very manifeſt and by undenyable proofs 


b PE, can be demonſtrated that the Scripture .hath areal accom- 
A . plishment and doth certainly take place,,. in the conſtant 


do not darken themſelves they can be no ſtrangers to ſuch a 


3 > 4 to the mo#t of men, (even ſuch who ſeem to give a 
large alſent to the Word}. « myſtery and dark riddle, There 
are tew who doe butenquireit there be ſuch athing , if the 

romiſesand threatnings have indeed a certain outmaking z 
tew doe ſeriouſly ponder the providences of Godin which 
the truth and faithfulnes of the Word shineth forth , that 


wy » (alace coo-many ) the great concernments of the Law- 
andeverlaſting happines are atrivialand an impertinent buf. 
fineſſe, this is a truth the World doth paſſe without regard- 
ing : ſuch as ſport at Religion: when they come to earneſt 
here, dare not ſtand beforethis diſcoyery, it concerneth 
them much to reconcile their principles with their practice, 
their fear begetteth hatred, and both put their wit and 
inyentiononthe rack, how to diſpute away any remander 
of a conſcience, to imprifon their hight, and under che 
pretext of reaſon, run down godlineſs,, and the abſolute 
necellity thereof , yea z- belids doth not ſenſuality wherein 
many wallow , and ſteep themſelves, ſodull and droun the - 
ſoul , put ſuchane interpoſition of the Earth betwixt them, 
and this truth ,. as wholly darkens it > And; oh, how fad. 
chat many having a large&/profeilion to be Chriſtians ſcarce 
ever knew , what it.is to put the Word to aneeſſay, and 
tryal in the concernments of their life,-to have their light 
followed with experience', wherein the yery truth , and. 
reality of Religion lieth. | 


Toclear this , I $hall hold forth ſome things which may 


> 


mentis known, or ttudied by the moſt of men. | 


many who not onely diſclaim the praRice of that Religion 
they ſeem to profeſs , butdo Rate themſclyesin moſt dire& 
» Oppo» 


\ p % 
% " 
% - 


T 


courſe of providence herein.theWorld,thatT am ſure if men 


thing , yer we muſt ſay 7h rruch which mo#t nearly concerns 


they may thereby be furder confirmed , we ſce that to mae 


Shew how little this truth 'of the Scriptures accomplishe. 


x. Theabounding of fo'much Atheiſme that thereare ſo | 


' * ©, 


a0 
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whoin the Scripture is but as aRomance, yea , dozonely 


\conyerſe_therewirh co prove their wit, and parts in im- 
 punging the ſame , who ayowedly mock at the judgements, 


- 


and providences of God ; I confeſs theſe maybe reckoned 


' monſters, a yery prodigy in the tune » whereinthey live, 


chough alace, -it 15 not the leaſt part of the World; and 
which is ſtrange, we ſce the moſt horrid Atheiſts do uſual- 


| ja werethelight ofthe Goſpel Mach moſt shined , 
Ki 


ſavage places of the Earth bring forth noſuchmonſtrous 


- birth, asarehatcht within the yifible Chutch, for thus the 


judgment of God putteth a blacker dye-on them then 0- 
'thers z O what 2 terrible ſound should the fulfilling of the 


Scripture, have in mens eares, if they once cameto haye 


ſerious thoughts therepf., ſinge they cannot admit this 
but they mult certainly read their own ſentence of death , 


 whicha few dayes $hall put in execution, andif the Scrip- 


ture be true, they are then unſpeakably miſerable. 

2. Thar indifferency which we ſee amongſt men abous 
Religion ; and the moſt concerning truths of Scripture 
doth shew how little this is knowen or laid to heart, 
whence there is ſuch a generation who doe not profeſſedly 


- deny the Scripture, yet can turnit over ina Schoolepro= 


bleme, and wonders that men should engadge ſo far upon 
it ; it is not thatitis hid from them , but they truly choiſe 
to hide themſelyes from it, as more ſuitablerathatimrtereſt, 
they drive, that the truth of God, should berather a matter 
of opinion then of faith , athing whichthey would diſpute, 
but not beleeve, bur, O, what other thoughts wouldaclear 
ſight of this cauſe>That within ſo few dayes,the truths, and 


. threatnings ofthe Word, $hall be ſad earneſt, the fulfilling 


whereofno sharpnes of wit., nor ſubtil arguments', will be 


abletoevade. 


3- That there is ſo much barrentheory of Dine truths 
in the World, with fo little ſerious Chriſtian diligence, 
doth it not ſadly witneſs hoy ſmall acquaintance men have 
with this truth? Whence we ſee ſo greatapart of theſe 


who prefeſledly acknowledgethe word , andare daily con» 
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 oppokition to. the rules.,. and principles thereof, theſe to 


cure , couldneyer purthci ſeattoin, chat Gedrrme 
whence are-ſomany 


viſible Atheiſts intheirway, and pra= 


Rice? Is ir nots. they really judge Divinity , and Religion, 


rather 2icteaces. and matter of fpeculation, then a matter of 
> and feeling, which-men shoutd more livethen ſpeak, 
and cannotbe kiGwen without experience the true end of 
knowledgey- but, O, this cannot be found in bookes, 
men will uot meerwith :tin 2 throng of choiſefſt notions z 
it confoundechthe wile and diſputer of rhis world, whilft 
themeaneſt, andmoſt fimple Chriftianoft knoweth more, 

then theſe of greazeſtparts.. . - 
. 4. ThegreatHypocrify which isinthe World, I mean 


withun the vifible Church, doth too clearly Shew that this | 


truth. ts/little thought on, or laidto heart; for what is that 
falſe shew , and appearance, ( which we may ſay is nora 
fin» bur the very finfulnefs of fin} ts ic nottheheighrof 
Actheiſme 7 And areal contradiion in their practice to 
this, that the Scripture of Gods true, and will have ane. 


onableaccomplichment, O coutd any be ſo mon- ' 


Rroufly irrational, ' ro drive this poor' plott how to appear 
_thar which they arenot , to be at fuch paines toaR the part 
handfomly ofa ſerious Chriſtian, to perfonarhis teares, and 
grief, bis ſpiricual frame ,' his zeal tor God, tf he did think 
gravely onthis truth , and did Þeleeve the threatnings of che 


ord ; that they will ſurely'take place, and be withina 


little nocomplement, bur fadearneft, and that he is every 
houre ſtanding under that Scripture « woe againſt Hypocri- 


res? 3 amfureicwould makehis very hair tand'ppright , 


bis joynts lonſe,/ and his thighs ſmite-upon another, could 
he bur ſeriouſly think uponthis. OEIN 


- F. Theſe unwarrantable wayes which in-2'time of tryal 


mers rake for their eſcape* may witneſs this that the Word 
they do norjudge @ fure ground to adventure on'; whence 1s 
there ſuch heſication in ſufferinigitimes » From that day wa- 


— 


grear Schootedivines , and able Mini. 


ry" $:ing there leave of Chrift, who have ratherchorfed - 
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ch quietnes repoſe 
ing it oyer.6n 


their ſoul, . and disburthen their cre 
the Word, E- Ins $8 #4 "O98 i436 
6+ What doth the frequent 'diſcoutagemeot ahd'uncon< 
fortable walk of the People of God Tpeak forth, 'doth it. 
not witnes how litle they are in earneſt with this great truth 
ofthe Scriptures accomplishment or eſtablishe thereatiene ? 
What meaneth theſe diftruſtſul feires , and perplexed com- 
plaints : if their eyes be but open to Know, they haveſuch 
2 well as the promiſe- of God, at their hand ; hoyv 1s1t 
gat the finalleft Rraites are ſo puzling ,. and ready to out wir 
em » #bar they ſo uſually Rumble at che crolſe? Andas 


*; 
z 


made ro ebb and flow? Is not hete the cauſe? That they 
Ragger. ac the promuſe whilſt probabilities in ſome. viſible 
way , doth not go along for its performance: * Itseruely 
ealy 'to have ſome ſweet notions of faithat 2 diſtarice ,” 'byt 
whilſt the cryal. comes near , upon fach a clolle apptoachs 
that there is notan other way , but tg put rhe whole ſtreſſe. 
of their particular intereſt, 6n the Word , -atid onitalone, 
many are then at aſland , becauſe they are not throughly 
aſſured” that though the earth , Shonld be overturned 3 
there 1s an abſolut necetlity for the promiſe of God co take 
place. FS 42-6 OM 7 ak 

, Now from theſe things may it not appeat that this graye 

truth of the Sctiprures accomplisbment1s bur little knoyn 

or ſtudyedz Iconfeſſe we may think on it with aftonishe 
ment, how a matter ſo neatly concerning is not more out 
work ; there are indeed many things vyortby to be knoyvits 
but.our sbort life can ſcarce allovy time, or give leaftire for 


's.) the tudy thereof » but O'this , thongtryye bad only 2 dayes 


[ - 


n 


to live; I think might require the one ,. tobe ure; 4 
perſyyaded anent the trutir of that yvhereon' our heayen » 
5 B and 


lyert, t6 vybich vve muſt lay the 

fe arc in #Ein the pull edt thar ſtrangetep 
b, t at 2 vvonider, hoyy 

 Yyalke ike order ofrbe; preareſt kope, 

Ts EE e& be fo rotten pms overt _ 

ts rf gh it force men to retire and' gofi It 

ſ ings gravely confidered may ſeem 


Atbinig as the very Word and Teſti. 
n record , yvbereyvith vve kaye 
oth offer ir ſelf ro mens rryal ,- and 
i&teſt ſearch, and yer We put it ſo lictle to that rotichs 
One... that vve may knovy it upon 2n other account, then 
report or bear-ſay. 

2. 'Hoyv ina.mitter of fuch high importance as ſalyation 
tool 5h all eternity , and the ge ound -of this hope A 
Should takethetruth on an implicit faith , orſariſtyt theif 
CGR z with 2 common afſent chetet,, a5 though ir vers 
jough to Wivicawr Þeteeving the ſame, becauſe yyEdid 
heye rdoubt or call itin Era Tam fare men yvoildnot 

i 10 lax , andio cafyt tiffy in the moſt common intereſt 

Irphare here in the World, | 
Tovy Can men 1fenderto others 1 rexlon of their hope, 

he n Ir is .chquied, -vybo did never ask a'teaſon of this | - 

At © vyill theſe ſeale the troth yvith their | * 


Hs elves Or. V. 
| ; 5 whg' ngyer|] AC if Teated” upon their heart by expe- 
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 wenct% is 4 "that mencan tiayecomforrin Scripture 
13s not Mel nded in thefaith thereof? Indeed 
th ho are oy 


y perſwaded' anenr* the turh, andirs Þ}. 
"may ' have mach. joy and peace, whilſt 
5rOur d of their; conffiderite can” bear 
y lay upoh 1t,; and for What en = 
;ceftainty'of his Wotd)by wo inimus | 
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5, How canany think toadyenture their Immortal ſoul 
upon that whereou.they fear to yenrure av ourwardintereſt , 


or put over their deareſt things in his hand and keeping , 


who could never ſay; they know 1n-whom they beleeved. 
6. May it not ſeem;firange that men can beleevec a cers 
tain performance of the Word, and pronuſes , and notbe 
more deeply affeted therewith © Gis thistrue , Shall it 
ſurely -come to paſſe, and not one jot thereof fall to the - 
ground., and Should ir not cauſe us awake in the night, 
and bear us more.company ?  Ought 'wenot to think, our 
ſelves at a loſle that day wherein , we take not 2 turn.in the 
medication of diyine truth , it we be ſue that theſe mult 
take place 2 | ; | 
7. 1 would adde. if this be indeed the Scripture of God 
which ſurely hach an accomplisghmenr. O how are we fo 
little Chriſtians? Why doth mens walk , ſo ſadly jarr 
with ſo great an hope? What manner of perſons should 
thefe be , chat are perſwaded within alittle theſe heavens 
mult paſie away as 4 icoll , the elements melt with fervear 
hear ,, and the earth be burat up? I rhiokif this will aet 


prefie home on men to be {erious > and diligent, rhey muſt 


beina very ſad lethargie; | 

V. The ;accomplichazent of rhe Scripture 1s 4 moft clear , ang 
undepyable witnes of us Dirvenity » that it 15 his Wordwhois 
not hke man to ly , or the ſon of man to repent, an{harh 


this as ics diſtinguishing charaRer , that nor one {yllable 


thereoffallsto the ground ;. This is.che undoubted privil- 


edge of Ged, and of him alone, to forfee things contin= 
gent-which are many ages afterto fallout, and hath node- 


 pendance upon neceſſary, and narural cauſes ; and truely , 


chis may bea convincing argument, yea, wemay ſay of all 
external teſtimonies is the greateſt ; bur its ſtrange co think 
what: a, generatiqn thereis who can ſport ac the Scripture » 

The truth thereof, who yet d;d never onceſe- 


nouſly enquireif ſach athing be true, el{e.ſo clear a witnes 
_Wight Rare them in the face, ſuch a party we shouldlook 
_ on with compaſſion , its al{o{ad to think athow poot arate 
farbelow therallowance, many of the Saints doe herelive, 
by | an © becauſe 
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becauſe there is ſo little of that excellent and more noble 
Spirit , to ſearch the Scripture for their further comfort ; 
and eftablishment thereby. = 


Tr is true this bleſſed record doth bear witnes to itſelf, 


and is knowen by its ownlight whereon there is ſuch a vi- 
ſible impreſſe of the glorious God , ſuch convincing marks 
of its true diſcent , as may throughly shew. whole it is 3 
and how far it exceeds all hamane 1nvention, and thus by 
aclear manifeſtation of rhe truth , doth commend it {elf ts 
mens conſciences as aſafe ground whereon they may repoſe 
their ſoul : It isalſocleat, how wonderfully the Scripture 
hath been preſerved , and the original copyes thereof keept 
chrough all ages, that whatever ſmall yariation there may 
appearas to ſome 4piculs, which in ſome places hath cauſed 
divers readings, yet in anyneceſfary orſaying truth the 
greateft Criticks will confelle they do not in the leaſt vary, 
and itis knowen ( wherein weare to adore that ſpecial pro- 
videnceof God ) that the Jewish Church, co whom this 
ſacred Xepoſirum was-delivered, did with ſuch exa& and 
ſingular care look to the ſame, eyenintheleaſtrictle, or 
letter thereof; this being the great work and ſtudy of the 
Mazarites »..from one age to another, to ſez to the pre. 
ſerving of that great record , from being'in the leaſt vitiat , 
or corrupt ; and the greateſt adyerfaries of the trath cannot 
pollibly deny that aggreement betwixt theſe many original 
copyes., in the whole ſubſtance , which may be very con=- 
vincing to che World. Anddoth notmen ſee; how mar- 
© vellous the whole frame of the Scriptureis? Whata cor- 
reſpondency berwixt all theparts thereof, that nothing in 
ic doth in the leaſt, 'vitiar che proportion , and beauty of 
the work., but all alongſtan evident tendency to adyance 
holinefſe » and conform the ſoul to God : Witha wonder- 


ful conſent and harmony in anſwering tothis great end', we 


ſee the ſimplicity , and plaines of its ſtyle, yer backt wich 
'4 convincing Majeſty , and authority upon che conſcience; 
. yeabelids ic harh been arreſted by miracles that were greac 


ia remſclves - famous in their time, tranſmitted to the - 


Church 


} 


Jad + this. & << kk a _ A as oc 


BY » & Te my 


w - 


. 


Q-Q'Q & v. 


do. 4 
ee 


Gn <.. 


Of the Scripture. 21 
Churchin after ages : with unanſwerable evidencesof their 
truth, that not only from the witnes: of the Word, but 
other prefſing , and: rational grounds may let us ſeethere 
could be no deceit, orimpoſiure therein. 

Theſearea great teſtimony tothe truth » but I may ſay , 
on yery ſure _ that , next tothar great witnes of the 
Spirit, theres no argument- more convincing to reach A. 
theiſmea ſtroke and throughly ſatisfy an exerciſed Spirit » 
who may be plunged anenr this great thing, the authority 
of the Scripture, then a clear diſcovery of its perform- 
ance, whilſt under the afſaulr of ſuch a temptation, if this 
be the very word of God, they may bur retire within, and 
then tyrn their eyes abragdin the World, to ſee what a vi- 
ſible impreſſe, of the Word 15 ſtamped on every piece of the 
work, and providence of God, Now for further clearing 
I would offer theſe few things. 

1. Firſt the accomplishment of the Scripture is a very 
publick teſtimony from Heaven to. 1ts divinity » whilſt the 
Lord by his works through the Earth which are donein the 
view of Angel#and Men doth folemnly- avow that this is 
his Word; tor we muſtſay his work within on the hearts 
of his People, & without abut theChurch is ſuch, whereart 
men, yeaall the magicians of the earth, may ſtand amazed, 
and confeſſe thatnothinglefle thena divine almighty power 
can accomplish the ſame. {9 

2. This gives in the witnes of all thegeneration of the 
righteous , who from the beginning have proyen the 
truth thereof, yea ſealed-by the blood of many excellent 
Chriſtians, ſome of whom though rhey could not well diſs » 
putfor it, yet, had fo ſtrong a'demonſtration of the power 
” the truth within, as avs þ it an ealy\ work to dy for the 
ame. +83: | FL any 

3. Thjs doth clearly shew the Scripture-is anunchan- 
geable ruleof rightcouſnes, that alters not butrakes placs 
an all ages,wheace ſuch as are wiſe.co/bring providencein to 


the Word,.andcomparethe experience, and remarks of one 
{| time withanother, may have a great reach, ang bethus ledin 


aſurepath as to the toriceing of events. | 
| B 3' 4. This 


22 _ The fulfilling 
4. This atfo Goth demonttrar that. it is his Word who 
doth ru:e ard guidethe World , and hath a ſoveratgn domi- 
non over thefame, whilſt we may here tee fuch remark - 
able events. which both in the preſent, and in former 
times have fafler our, as may $hievy a povyver, that can 
rexchthe greateſt vvithaftzoke, shake the molt eftabiished 


Kingdomes and: even over the betly of iniuperable ditficut- | 


ties , accomplislv the Word, yea that furely the Spirit of 
the vvheets vvhich moves then 1s from him vyhote Word 


this 1s ; for it 18 noT more clear that theſe courtaines of the . 


Heavens are ftretche forth over the Earrh , then that the 
Scripture is ſtrerchr ont over the vyhole vverk and trame 
of providence y ſo as all the motiags, and ſteps thereof c- 
yen of themoſt cafaal chings thar fall our bati a viſibleren- 
dency to accomplish theſe ends vvhich the Scripture bath 
held forth. | 

5, Fhis clearly sheweth it muſt be his Word who hath 
foricen all things that were to befall the Church, andthe 
various changes and adventures of every Chriſtians life 
' through crime , whilſt it is ſo wondertufy shaped, and 
ſuited co every new tryal of the Church, asf intended only 
for that timne; and to every caſe of a godly man, as thought 
had been alone writ for then. 

6. This alſo sheweth that he who is the author of the 
Scripture and hath framed that admirable piece muſt have 
fome immediat correſpondence with the Spirit of Man, 
knoweth our fitting down , and riſeing up , yea doth ſearch 
' the heart , and the reines 3 forexperience cancelthow the 
Word is direfted to the heart, doth reach the moftinward 
contrivances thereof, doth ſo clearly reveall Sand open up 
a Chriſtian 'to himfſelfe, that we may ſay of arruth , hers 
the God of the Spirits of all flesh , and-one greater then our 
heart whoſe 11s, | 

5. I hall further adde, the fulfilling of the Scripture 
in the cxpertence of the faints . doth shew it is.not a dead 
lecrer , buc hath power , and life ; andtheremufſt bean 
enlightning gquickning tpirit, that ſurely goeth along with 
tne ſame , this clearly demonſtrates {omethnig above 
words 
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ho words,yea above nature in the written.Word, that canmake 
= ſuch'a change upon che ſoul, give liferothe dead,” open'th 


eyes of che blind, yea, can turn Jump of earth ,"t 


k | | : 007 9 Fenopy ti he 
6 formerly tended downward » how, without any violegce 
can | to moye from aprinciple offliſe towards God as cheſparks 
ed flee upward. | vey $mnes — * a 
_ LEV Fe aceommplichment of the gee ir a" met pleaſant 4 

ad inely deletable ſubject, worthy of our Serious thoughts, 


ou | and ſtudy, for here is held out the higheſt rruth" for the 


- judgement to contemplat,, the truth and faithfulnes 6 God 
hh in the Word, and here is alſo the greateſt good for the af. 


F teRions to embrace , and delight in ,' as that whereip oyr 
oa. | whole happines 15 certainly wrapt up ; Its undenyablethar 
ze it is the godly man >, who knoweth beft what *frue arid 

ſolide pleaſure is z which he doth not toffe ;' by tutfiing His 
heart from the creature to Gad , but maketh a blefſeq ex- 


= change; O , how far doth the Joy , and delights of the 
6. | foul exceed theſe of the fenfes , and rhe delight of 2 Chri- 


ing | ftianhow fardothir furpaffe that of a natural man ,'even in 
| his beſt eſtate 3 andT am ſurerhis pretious Nudy of the day- 
ly performance of the Word , is one of thele *pathes of 
pleafure , which would bring in more folide joy to the ſpj- 
ritin foe few houres , then ſoine years wallowing in the 
" Carnal deligttts' of che ftesh , "which 1s but as pleaſure an 
eg but quickly turneth to.grief.jn earneſt ; it is one of 
an, 4 *%- To” E TS : , BY Yor 4 TE” 
the great miſtakes of the World, that religion tends fo 
much to.ſadden , and diſquyet the ſoul ,- nay, it is certainly 
irg | the want of this , becauſe we are ſolittle truly religious » 
1 | | FRY EFT Mr <4 a7 » 
up when weſcruffe over ourduery, and take but 3 pRng look 
| of the wayes, and work of Godin the World, thenirjs 
indeed very affrighting , and unpleaſant ; but when jn a 
more Chriſtian way , we doe Var it ee thereupon >» 
and get ouf heart near God, taking the Word alongſt with 
2d | . S> Ohow delightful , and ravichinga fight will this be ! 
I truely think though there were not a command, thought 


2 ) hough 
fr were no duety, nor ſuch advantage inthe ſtudy of ris grave 
ve "truth. ,-yet that joy > and. retreshnient « hich the ſoul 


Ba4 would 


... Bat when LR of this , what a ſweet , anddelightful 
ſubject, the pepf >rmance and ourmaking of the Scripture 
Þ,-it muſt be erRood that it is ſo only to the ſaints, 
and it 15 no wonderthe World keep at ſuch a diſtance with 
it, . for this is a truth they. cannor bear, they hate it , which, 
as Micajzh., .doth, Propheſy alwayes bad things , and car- 
tieth a meſſage of death to them; a ſerigus look of thistruth 
toungodly men , 15s the handwiting upon the wall before 
them > which doth foretel their approaching ruin , and 
Should. cauſe them” all tremble, the knowledge whereof 
mult encreaſetheir ſorrow} and diſquyetnel(s, yea , cauſe 
.them cry out , Q,, doe not torment us before the time , tar 
they are ſurely undone , and ruined if the Scripture af God 
- þe}true,, and hath 2 performance ; But O whar pleaſant, 
and, refreshful cydings + doth this carry to a Chriſtian ! 
What a ſweet yzewdoth he here get of the inheritance, and 
 blefſedeſtateofthe ſaints, which may cauſe ſuch ane excla- 
- mation ,-how. great,is that goodnes which is laid wp for 
"theſctharfearthee! 


.. To demonſtrate this ,. I shall hold out ſomethings » 
from which we may ſee how delightful a ſybje& , the 
| FO mpyghms t of the Scripture 1s tor a Chriſtian to 
KUdy. - | 
-.- 1. Serious conyerſe with this grave truth, leadeth for- 
ward ta practice, and thus-helpeth to bring down theory 
to experience , which is the molt ſweet ,' and defireable of 
all other demonſtrations, that wecan have of the truth of | 
the Scripture , and maketh- our light clear , and pleaſant to 
the taſte , turning theexerciſe of our judgement, and rea- 
ſon _thereanent, into ſenſe , and feeling ; we are then 
+ madeto ſce what a difference there is , berwixt that diſco= 
yery which a ſpiritual man (whoſe religion is his pradt:ce) 
hath of this , and the cold winter = light of a natural une 
derftanding that hath no heat or warmenes therewith, 
which. is as great a difference as betwixt hearing of ſuch a 
thing by report , and ſecingit with our eyes. 
Sg , 2. Thus 
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es "L 1 is bleſſed ſtudy , bovv the Scripture hath:cerrain 
accomplistment , vyould help to read the Word vvith an 
orherKkindeofpleafute ,'O, vyhart repreſentation, should 


thenrthetrurhs and promiſes thereof have to the godly man! 

"1tyvould be 2s one going in to look over his charters , and 

*thegreatthings therein contained , .vyyhich he doth not in 

theleaft debar , or queſtion, fince they are paſt the ſeals , 
and fully ratifyed , -and novv confidereth all vyhich 1s pro- 
miſed, as his own , vyhich he lookt in.forfner times upon, 
but-as2 common thing , vyhilſt he made notearneſt of the 
certainty thereof > arid vvhar an intreft he had in theſame , 

'O, when he readeth that promiſe of a new heaven andearth, 
& that glorious eſtate which abideth the Saints! *He cannor 
curn his eyes,& thoughts fo eaſily off it, but is made to ſtand, 
& yvonder, that ſo:great a thing, that yvill make ſuch a mer. 

 yellons change: in hts condition , 15 even shortly to come ta 

paſſe; hovvy ſvveet, and pleaſant is ic for ſuch to turn over 
theſe promiſes , vyhocan ferro his ſeal, and bear this yvir- 
nes', that he hath as really proven the truth thereof bv 
ſure experience, as he Ktovyeth he hath areal being , ſure- 
ly the Bible is an other thing co theſe , then it isto the grear 
parrofmen, vvho anly make, it the ſubje& of their con- 
templation. TS: 

. 3+ In'this bleſſed ftudy vve Should haye much laid to 
our hand to obſerve, and our obſervation made ſyveer, and 
pleaſantrous; fotthere yve mightſee, hovy all the paths 
of the Lordtovvards his People, are mercy and truth > this 
vvould give-us 4 refreshful diary of providence , hovy 
in ſucha plunging Rrair we found the Word ſenſibly ſealed ; 
yvyhat obſervable confirmations vve haye had thereyvith, at 
ſuch a time, and in ſuch a condition , the after-recount= 
ing of yyhich in ane houre of tryal,” or in the evening! of 
ourlife, yvould exceed theſe greateſt pleaſures, the Men of 
this World can have in looking over their gold, and greateſt 

treaſures , which for many yeares they have been laying up. 

 4- Intheſerious ſtudy of the dayly accomplishing of the 

Ty » Wwe Should baye'a moſt ſatisfying vievy, and 

proſpect of yyhat God is doing up and down the Earth » 

Bs yybar 
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vyhat purpoſes and defignes he hath, on foor \,..and hovy 
things here beneath do vvork together for carrying on of |, 
rhe lame, yve Should ſee vyhar. an excellenc, and curious 
piece of yvork this franie of providence is , vybich the more {; 
1c is conſidered, it yvill be the more a vyonder, . hoyy per= - 
fe& in all irs parts , hovy compa, and vyell ct.in al ts 6 
various collours , what an obſervable concurrence there $ 
15 there , hovy thele ſeveral diſcgrds, vvhich vyeſeehere,. 
do yet aggree vvith one conſent, for the completing of || . 
Gods delign , . vvhich is ſtill going on , and yybilſt.vve || © 
think chere muſt, be ſome diſorder amongſt the vyheells, || ., 
vveare made after to ice that this confuſion , vvas an ex- 
ellen: ſtep, of providence , confounding the yviſdame of || . 
men, .every piece of his yvay being ſo knitto another, as } . 
diſcovers to ſuch who make this bleſſed truth cheir ſerious | ,, 
ſtudy, a moſt rare contexture beyond the reach, andup- || ;. 
raking of the greateſt Artiſts that ever was. Here ao 
we might goup to thatwarch.. cower of Chriſtian obſer= ||| c 
vation, and from thence take agrave look of Gods way, || .; 
2nd lay his work in the World to the Scripture, as the mea- || ;: 
ſuringlyne, where weshould ſee ( and find the fight there. 
of very pleaſant.) how the Word every day takes place, || ; 
doth ishue through all the veines, and arteries of provi- #: 
dence, each line whereof is ſo cxaatly drawen,, as by a | 
pincel in ſome skillful] hand , to that great exemplar of | 1 
the Scripture ; here we might diſcern theſe eminent exam- . | ;, 
ples of judgement, and mercy that inevery ageareſerbe- (| 
fore us, how wicked men proſper for atime, yethavea | 
dreadful ishue , andareſuddenly caK into deſtrudtion, they || ,, 
ſpread as a green bay tree , and within 2 little their place | .. 
cannot be found , how the godly are oft fore aflicted , yet 
flowrishing as the palme tree , and the more they arede- } ,; 
preſſed , the more they grow; how the enemies of the | .. 
Church are ofc lifted up for a ſorer fall , andthe Church FF c 
brought low , in order to her greater enlargement; how | @ 
judgement tindeth out finners, & is oft exatly propor- (| , 
tioned in meaſure, and kinde tothefin ; and onthe other 
hand how. integrity is ſore toſſed oft , yer ſtill falleth upo 
430 ns 
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its feet, & overclouded rhat it may Shine more brightly af- 
ter; how the threatnings of the Word do viſibly overtake 
Kingdomes,& nations,bring down'great houſes , cauſeth the 
ſcarlet embrace the dunghil, & letteth not the hoary head of 
cruel ,& wicked men goc oft into the grave in peace, & again 
to! conſider how the Lord torſaketh not his People , but 
$heweth reſpect to their way , the good man walkethin his 
iMegrity > and his feed after him is bleſſed. O , how (veer 
anexerciſe were this for a Chriſtian eyen to loſſe himſelt in! 
5. From thence we might-in a great meaſure diſcera 
whar of: the nicht it is with the Church ; 1t there be any e- 
vidences that iT 15 neer day ; and what ſuch a ſinful caſe doth 
threaten ; we:would be skilful co feell the Churches pulſe , 
and thereby find what ſymprtomes there are of life or death, 
and perceavea dark cloud of judgement caſting up , whenir 
is but like an handbreadch ; ſurely this ſtudy should make us 
wiſezo know the tymes, and what we ought to do therein; 
for amongſt theſe various events which fall out inevery age, 
the Lords way 15conſtan: with itſelte , and vvith his truth , 
it we'be right on lookers. Eb 4 get | 
6. Here wes$hould- have a moſt pleaſant and clear view z 
how the Szripture of God, comprehendeth the wholeſtate 
of the Church, from the beginning to-the end oftime; 
thatitis a moſt full, and perfect regiſter of ail the vicifhitu- 
des, andalterations , which are to go over her head whilſt 
2 a milirant condition; anddoth alfo moſt exacly point 
our theſe occurrences, and remarkable events, which fall 
out 10 the ordinary way » and courſe of providence, that 
we mayread them as evidently inthe Word , as weſeethem 
with our eyes fall outin the World ; for in following this 
Rudy , vve shouid clearly fee hovv the Scripture brmeeth 
the Church to light, out of the vvomb of an cternal de- 
cree,, and doth trace 1t from the firſt promulgation of the 
Goſpel after the fall throvv theſe dark times before the 
food, vvhilit it vas but tn families, and through that long 
tryal in Egypt, and altits 1] journey inthe vvildernes, un- 
Hill itbring it to-irs ſeiled, and flovvrishing condition in 
Canaan , and carryeth her fordward through all the ſeveral 
changes 


.. "The fulfilling - 
_ chanigesofhercaſe, under her following decay , and in the 
Times of the captivity ; even to the manifeſtacion of Chriſt 

and dawning of the goſpel ;'and as it thus taketh in within I c 
1ts reach,” the whole eſtate, and the ſpecial events > which I 
did befall-the Church under the Law , ſo we may ſee how ÞÞ 1; 
the Scripture , alſo' followeth the Church , through the I ;; 
wholl time of the goſpel, and bringeth her as a grain of } (4 
muſtard ſeed from a day of ſmall things ; until it bring her I} , 
zo perfeion , takerh her as it wete by the hand from her I ;þ 
infancy , and goeth with herthroughall the turnings of her |} ,c 
condition; through that-long , and dark night of Anti--f & 
chriſts reign ,- pointerh clearly out her condition, and va- Tf: 
. Tious aſſaults that Shee$hould endure in that time , and that }} ar 
bleſſed vi&ory* which sheeshould after haye, thoughnor || + 
all at once , bat gradually over her enemyes , and that the || y, 
Word; and the Church do never part, but one walketh |} 2: 
ſep for ſtep with the' other; until 1t bring her ſafetoland, |} a 

and as it were - ge her of 1ts hand , andguard, at the com--Þ ac 

ming of Chr 2 

 7- This wouldalſo help us to ſweet thoughts, and give þ ch 
- us matter of a ſong in the ſaddeſt night of the Churches || hc 
condition, when we ſee how Gods great deſign in the Þ x1 
World'is the accomplishing of the Scripture , and know | in 
that his ends which he hath held forth rherein', cannot be |}. þ, 
fruſtrat , it would ſerve ro filence all our complaints, }| þ; 
with woridering at "Gods vyay ,, and triumphing in the Þ fo 
vyorks of his hands; vve should not then be affrayd of evill I} & 
rydines; aſtormy time vyould not outyvit us; being per= p; 
ſyvaded that rhough the earth should be overturned, it I} dc 
Shall be furely vvellFvith the righreous , rhe Church muſt || w 
flovvrish; and all her enemyes be found lyars , becauſe he | m 
15 faichful thar hath promiſed , vvhoſe Word vvill as ſurely Þ}| Sc 
come ropaſte, as the fun doch return after a dark night. _ cl 


VTHI. 7: doth mow more eſpecially concern the godly in theſe Þf 5 
latter times , 10 frudy this great truth of the accomplichment of the | 
Scripenre; and fer about a ſerious inquiry , and ſearch therein Þ} q, 
4s atruth thar'sball yer be ina further-meaſure diſcovered ] 
| F an 
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ned up , thenearerche Church 1sto the end oftyme 


.1- Herein is.the Word expreſs, that o06. pry of the 
1pture ,' yyhichfrom former ages vvas ſealed up , Should 
in. the lacter dayes-be clear, and-caly ro underſtand, Das; 
laftch. 4: 9. ver... the ſeal is there pur 00; but go thy vvay Das 
niel for theſe Words are cloſed, and ſealed to therinieof 
the end , but Rev. laſt Ch. avd ver. 9. Wehavethar bartaken 
of , ſeal not the ſayings of the Prophecy of. this book ;; for 
the time is at hand; .becauſe then the time did drayy nears 
to VVbich a more-full diſcoyery ,. and opening up of the 
Scripture yyas reſerved, & a more large manifeſtarion ofthe 
ſpirit beyond former ages. Novy. by the laſt dayes ,iyye 
are not only to underſtand, -the yybole time of the gaſpel, 
though if1s thus rearmed in the Scriprure , bur the latter 
part of theſe laſt times , vyhich is more eſpecially pointed 
at , eyenthecloſe.,. andeyening oftime ,- that lat Epochas 
and periodof propherick chronology , to. vvbich a grearey 
accomplishment of Scripture Propheciesis reſerved; -, :/ 
2. "This alſois wha promiſed tha in the latter dayss; 
the Chnrch: ball haye a more full diſcovery of thiszruth , 
hoyy the Scriprure.1s, verified, Oaz..laf Ch,wv.4. many Shall 
run zo and fro, and knovvledge $hali be increaſed, vyhzch 
increaſe as it clearly pointeth at the laſt times, and that 
bright day the Church $hall have , when Iſrael. Shall. be 
brought in to Chriſt, it doth alſo point at, and promiſe 
ſome greater light, .and a more full opening upot themy- 
ſeries ofthe Word and fulfilling thereof, for the former. 
part of the Chapter Sheweth , that increaſe of knowledge 
doth relate to theſethings which were before ſealed 5 we 
wait and believe the further accomplishment- of this pro= 
miſe to the Church beyond all we have yer ſeen , that many; 
Scripture - truths nov dark, and abſtruſe shall be madeſo 
Clear, as Shall. eyen cauſe us to wonder at the groſſe miſt. | 
akes we once had thereof, yea, that after generations » 
$hall_ have a diſcovery., and uptaking of ſome Prophecies 
now obſcure ,:yhich $hall as far exceed us, as thistinie 
doth go beyond former ages,which comparatiycly we muy 
a} 
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nd Oo! is protniſe of the incallin 
| of the Jewes $hall once rake places whar a wonder will 
they be tothemfclyes thartcheir underſtanding 5Honld have 
| beenunderfuch vail , when the trach Shall be —_ > 244 
| evidenteo chm inthar day's. Will it nor 'be 2a. fweer, and 
eaſy work forthe godly,to ſort rogerher the predictions © 
the Word, andtheevents? And truely thereis much 'now 
wraptap in Scripture Prophecyes , notyer fulfilled, which 
we may ay, mafter times when cheevent shall unyail ctheit 
meaning wil-exceed yea, confound all theſe comments, 
many have had-upon them, - 
$43; Is#rnetalfoclear , that: theſe Prophecies which of 
Mthe Screprurewere moſt obſcure, andoverclouded with 
dark figures , andallegories, concerning which there had 
beenſuch miſtake, and heſttation/by the Church , ſo-ma- 
By: perplexi queries; have a peculiar refpett to rhe laſt 
times*-: And char thenthey 5hall be madeplain , and ea- 
a jvvhen ſonorable akeyas the event doth openthem up ; 
uch as theſe of thevyirneſſes raking lyfe , and rifing again, 
Fall, and ruine, Chriſts - Ret g vyith beg Sarmts 
athouſand Yeares,  vvbichnovy arcin ſome par ba already 
cleared; fromcheir begunaccomplishment, beyond former 
eimes,/ butyveyvaicfor 2 more full commentary , that cyme 
Shall -givenpouthe fame, . _ 
44. 4r is/in the larter times that the glory of Godi in his 
erath, and faithfulnes |, Shall moſt emnently $shine forth, 
rhatiis aiparr of the ſolemn congrarulation of the Church up- 
- 6n"Babylons fall, Revelar. 15: ver. 3. not only, grear and 
marveilons are rhy works » but yet and true are rhy WAYES , for 
eracly inthis firokeof thequdgementof God,, avd theſe re- 
markble providences concurring thereyvirh , thefulfilling 
of the Scriprure-vvill beſo plain , and anderyable.,, ,, that we 
may ſay , it yrillthendazel theeyes of men , eyen Ra 
Arheifts , alarme the. World, yea» very effectuall ly. con- 
cribute (we have 2 jovi ſo co, judge ro that promiſed 
eacreaſe, of the, Church , and i EANAG of 74 WES z 
When in Antichrifts fall; 2nd reine,.th ey Shall fee focon-f 
vincinga ſeal pucto one of the moſt conſe erable Proptiecie | 
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reign, 


nd ſer 
heir we arethis day witneſſes to many ſuch; andare looking , 
15 what thele times Shall yecbring forth , that the great , and 


A = 


of Þ 2 divine power, and Tay lo there is an undoubted accom- 
rich plishimear ofthe Scripture, | 
had Þ © 6. The Church in theſe laſt tymeg , hath peculiar advan- 
ma-l| eagcs , forwnderſtanding thisrruth ofthe Scriptures accom- 
lat Þ plishment , which former ages had not. Firſt a grearpart” 
£2-F thereof is now fulfilled chat menmay. ſee with dir > 
up; if NI IR Poneg lay the Word, and work of God 
un, | together , the Chriſtian Church had in former times , | but 
mts | dark glances at theſe greatthings ;_ whuch we have this day 
ady vifibly tranſcribed 1. providence: ; [the promiſes were 
mery then trayclling in birth .of that which is now brought 
-uerth 2. Are we not mounted as 1t were on the Shoulders 
of that experience and: obſervation of former times ? 
1s 8 which 'hath been tranſmitted to us,'a0d we mult ſay upon 
th, thataccount, the'Church hath now a greater ſeal and con= 
up- - wxriranig the truth;,.. then whar ithadanthe dayes of the 
Z 1 Prophets , and the Apoſtles, even when Chriſt was in the 
for} flech,” 3.. The Temple of God and Ark of his Teſtament 
cIe-J 1s now. openced-in Heayen, light, more fully abounding » 
lwsf and the meanes of knowledge; And, O! shovld not 
F WEE this be much our ſtudy ,, who have 2 greater talent 'rhen 


aceſt former ages ! certainly this will, be aſin of adeeperdye, 
Bp 1.in times of ignorance, fince we can be no ſtrangers to 
uſea | 


This truth ,- without shucring our eyes, blinding the con- 
Fence, doing violence ro our light, when the Lord doth 
Five his Peopleſuahfolemncoofirmarions. | 
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.- ins ngethat there is ſuch a great help'as this, fo near, and 
E yer, we ſee icnot, tiordo erioufly ponder the ſame , wheri 
|; the command is ſo expreſs" to obferve the 'works of rhe 
Lord, which for" that'end are shewed forth , that met 
may enquire, and readrhe faichfulnes of God thefein , yea, 
ehat ſo greata truth;/ which would bide theſearch of all the 
Exiticks of the:/World, a truch *'wherein our bleſſednes 
through time and; eternity lyeth>"should offer ir ſelf tg 
ourtryall; and:yet, 18 fo little kiown; ' O, who catr'di- 
fpenſe with thenegle& of this duty? by which wezdfwer 
me ſolemn call + and invitation of the works of God ,* do 
honour him, ſerve ourgeneration , are helpers tb our own 
faith, and are thereby helped to firehgthenorhers: yea, 
are bronght to ſee with'our eyes, and from experience}, 
what before was 35a ftrange thing unto ts. oo 7 
j Now to clear , how! much this'is' Chriſtians oy LF 
2 ſtudy a practical converſe with the Word; and to be ſes 


ri10us 


7. Ishalladd,, iirnor clearly ſorcrold.jn that Be, 124 
ver 4. char in che laſt 'rimes this will be one of the ſpecill 
; £PFE: WEL © 
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tP- F Scriptures accomplishmenr like a great roll , hath been 
a eran{mitced from hand to hand , from one age, to anorher, 
reby Þ| acteſted 3' and asic were ſubſcrybed by ſo many witneſſes 5 
it doth thus come'to our rime > and to every mans dc. ore 


Lord and require their perſonal witneiling and Cating of the 


[A 

2. Thisshould make itan cafy work , totruſt the Word, 
andto adyenture thereon inthe ordinary occurrences of their 
life , they may well truſt God in ftraic, who haveſo ftrong 
an argument to make uſe of, that oft they have tryed him”, 
and the truch of his Word, by many , many experiences; 
will not theſe that know his name truſt in him+ Which- 
was 2 notable teſtimony from a ſerious Chriſtian in a very 
Sharp triall; oft have I tryed God, and $hall Inot learnto 
truſt him once ? | 

3. This doth lay the Chriſtian in the way of that pro« 

mile; '?ſal. 107. la#. ver. apromile truely large , and com- 
prehenfive , bur lictle conſidered , thar == 44 are wiſe to 
obſerve the works of od", they thall ſee the loving kindnes of the 
Lord, evenin their ownparticular caſe , made our totherti, 
yea, whilft they are ſerious ro obſerve his works abroad 
in the World ,” and his way to others they shall beno loſers, . 
thereby at home , bur find this promiſe meer themand to 
turn their gerieral obſervation unto perſonal experienceof 


& >} theloving kindnes of the Lord. | | 
{|  4:\Thus the ſaints by experiencing thetruch of the Word 

5 M3 get aconyincing ſeal thereby ro theirintreſt inche promiſe z 
for begun poſſettion z* 15 indeed a i witnes to his oi, 

" when 


3 wheathey canſay » they have gor.as. certain returns ofthe 
xFd.>.when they: have pur it to an efſay,. inſome parti= | 
culars.of iy 4 life, as they.are ſure of any thing they did. 
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:Word.,.when they 


” 


.eyer, ſee , ſo from, unqueſtionable experience they ſer 
up 2 pillar , and write rhereqn Hzther 10. hath, che Lord helpe 


-1-5+.. Thus should Chriſtians , with much adyantage be 


helped to conyince gainſayers; for.its-ſure, Atheiſme could 
.not make ſo bold, and publick .an appearance, if men did 
.not:fo much. take their religion on truſt, O, the ſerious 


experienced man ,. can with an other confidence own the: 


truth,” whoſe experience, and obſervationof the works of 
God, give him an argument that none can anſwer , while 


-ndr only he can afſerr, bur condu& , and lead men .tothe 


things themſelyes , char chey may fee _ifinſuch, and ſuch 
Ppartculars, the Scripture benortruely fnlfilled. 
6: Thus the providenee of God; Should have-a more 
ſweet refreshing countenance, when from this great height, 
that watchcower of .Chriſtiau obſervation we take: a look 
thereof ,, and cruely.otherwayes, mea will tumble, . ar the 
.moſt ordinary diſpenſations, andthink-Gods Workis a maſſe 
.of confyſion, : buthere we are taught to.ſce , how the writ- 
ten, Word', and-his way , are linked in a moſt ſweet ag- 
7. We may thas trace Divine truth, even by ourſenſe, 
.and feeling, and joyn the Word-, and experience in 4 re- 
gular correſpondence ; yea thus we should have a, clear 
tran{icript , of che-Lords way with his Church taken out of 
thatgreatauthentick.original of the Scripture, and there 
ſeeon what alplid baſis , and foundation that magnificent 
NraKure of prayidence is raiſed 'up , whar a notable key , 
Should. we thus have. for opening the Scripture, by ies 
ious humble inquiry;, after the works of God? Where 
-not. only, the tmpretlion , - and ſignals of the power, but 
of the triith, and faithfulneſs. of-the Lord are ſo very le- 
ore .-+/ it. | 
| ' $.. This is-a.pigce of our talent wherewith we are en- 


' truſted, of whuehrevery Chriſtian should fiudy a ſerious 
28h my oo impro= 
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of the Scripture. - 35 
improvement , Knowiug'they muſt render an account, what 
4g bir obſervation of this __ truth hath gained and what 
' furder eftablishmentr, and confirmation they have thus at= 
rained , | - F77 re 
62a .9. I wouldadde, 'the concernment, and weight of this 
EA duty , may preſſe it.much on us ; for if the Scriptures-ac- 
ag | <vipplishment be an undoubted truth, O! then this is 
dig ſure the Saints have a great inheritance, they are Princes , 
though-now under a diſguiſe, and though yer minorsthey , 

f are heirs of more then the World can-Shadow forth ; the 
<8 Chriſtian is thea more happy on a dunghil, ſcraping his 

s of finer hu, Ni 
, fore 5 then ſuch who are-cloathed in purple , and fare deli- 
cately every day; if this be ſure, we Should look with 


3 compathon rather then envy on theſe-, whom the World 
* doth account happy , we need not! queſtion the gain of 
4 Godlines , then it 1s ſure, that ſuch who ſow it teares shall 
he, | <p 10 j0y » andthe righteous though now trampled under 
4 the morning shall have dominion; yea, in ayvord, we 


the | maychen on ſure ground ſolace our ſelves with the thoughts / 
aff. | +of that great change, which will be within alittle, when 

8 tchegrave muſt render back her priſoners , and may with as 
muct-afſurance ofa bleſſed reſnrre&ton ly doun in the duſt, 
"5" Þ} as we 'are ſure there will be amorning > when we ly down 
at night.” O! then, there 1s a Heayen, and a hell, that 


fz; | 2cnighr.* O! then, there i 
wy . is certain , eternity is not a night dream , and one moment 
ear Shafl shortly put an end to all our ſervices, yea , the shut= 


ting of our eye lids at death Shall but open chem inthe 
Of Pardiſe of God. | 


Cre 

ent 

7 ' | T FAving touched this truth a liclem the general, T sþall 
ere now , hold forth ſome ar guments whence the accom- 


0 plechment of the Scripture may be demonſtrat ; they are theſe 
* || five-which I intend'to- proſecute in the following dif« 
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tainly fulfilled, and bath an accomplishment is this, |thar 
which hath been in all ages , the teſtimony of the Saines, 


what every particular Chriſtian doth ſeal, from their fre. 


- - and ſure experience, whatis found, and proved by 
+ them, incheredayly walk, upon exacteſt tryal , yea, whar 
as many” as ever were ſerious inReligion , do witneſs muſt 
becerrain , and true. + Vat - | 
But the accomplishment of the Scriptureis ſuch , 
| Therefort I &c. 


11. rgument, That which is manifeſt , and legible ia 


the whole courſe , and tenor of providence about the 
Churchand by clear convincing inſtances , both of judge= 
ment , and mercy » is made qut tothe obſeryation of eyery 
age muſt be a certain truth, but the Scriptures accomplech- 
next is ſuch, 

Therefore. 


- TIL. Argament » Thar which hath not only the Chriſtians, N | 


teſtimony , from experienee, and of the Church from 
conſtant obſervation, but is obvious even to the view of 
the World, which from the conſcience of the worſt. of 


men., doth force 2 teſtimony that they can neither-shift ,- 


nordeny., whichalſo. may be demonfſtrat tothe conviftion 
of ordinary obſervers, & hath a publick acknowledgement, 
from. greateſt Atheiſts, and mockers of Religion inevery 


age, muſt ſurely be a clear truth . 
But, &c, | Therefore, 


Tf. Argument, That which was to. take place in-ſuch 
and. ſuch periods of time , and hach-accordingly come” to 


paſie;, the event exa&ly anſwering. to the prediction, yea, . 


chat whereof the great part is-now fulfilled , and bur alicle, - 
atthisday, remaineth ro be made out, muſt bz a certain 
truth- . | 


- filed, . 


i _n 


FIRST dyguwent, | To prove the Scripture is cer. 
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Bux the great part of the Scripture is thus already ful- ' 


; 


j 


filled: and but alitle thereof now remaineth. 
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Therefore; , 


V. Argument. That which not only is for the. moſt part 


 Uready accomplihed , buris a thing whereof we have ſuch | 


ſureconfirmations, yea, ſo great apledge in our hand from 

che Lord, that whar yet remaines , $hail be certainly ful- 
filled muſt ir not be an undoubted crurhy Bur the Scri- 
pture as totheſe ſpecial prediftions , that are net yet made 


.our, is ſuch as concerning which the Lord hath given his 


Peaple , 2 very large pledge, and ſtrong confirmations, 
now in theſe latter rimes , to believe their certain accom- 
plishment, Therefore. 


ARGUMENT FIRST. 
4 14 2 the Scripture of God] contained in the Old and 


New Teſtament , wherein our great hope» and cem- 
fort doth ly, is cercainly true, andchath ys areal accome= 


 plishment, may be thus dzmonſtrat, That 5r# rryed, and Pro- 


ved im the godly mans expereence , to which m all ages, yea) fr 0178 
innumerable proof s the ſarmts have pit 22 their ſeal , that ithnsns 8 
ſwre , and faithful reſtimory. | 

Experzence is indeed a ſtrong demonſtration , and itts ſuch 
2 witnes as leaveth no room for debate , for here thetruth 
is felt. proven,- and acted on the hearr, whichthe Chri- 
ſtian knowerh well, and isas ſure of as he is perſwaded that 
he hiveth or that the ſun when. it shineth hach light, and + 
warmnes therewith, it 1s true the World liveth at a great 
diſtance with this, they only converſe with the ſound of 


ſuch a thing , and we know the naked theory of Scripture 


truth hath but a shortxeach & that it differeth as far, from 


thac which a ſerious praRicall Chriſtian hath as the ſight of 


acountrey ina map is from a real diſcohery of the tame ; 


- where thedifferenceis notin the degree, bur in the Kinde : 


yet though this grave teſtimony. of experience is a thing 
whereto many» ( alace, too many ) are ſtrangers yet ” 
[: : < 3 TATE na 
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muſt ſay > ſo much thereof js obvious, as may forceirs auy i 


thority on mens conſciences , and shew that there can be na 


fallacy, or deluſion in this witnes , if they but allow the 


uſe, and, exerciſe of- reaſon, ſeing i 1s not the recordof a 
few > at onetime, or in one corner: of the earth ,. but: 2 
ſolemne witnes , from the ſaints , and followers of God, 
whoſe judgement , -and integrity, their adyerſaries muſt 
often confelle;, yea , of all the ſaints in eyery age through 
the whole univerſal Church. in parts of the earthimoſt remote 
from other, and this, by moſt frequent renued prooffs , 


bath found, andexperienced the truth, and real accomplish-. 


ment of the Word :; and now if this be not ſufficiently con- 
vincing , I wouldbutadde, 'O ! will yow then, come and ſee, 
be but Chriſtians indeed, and then ye will no more debate 
that teſtimony ; and truly it isa very poore $shift ,. for men, 


who have the Scripture before them, which of it ſelf oath | 


witnes its authority , and this backed with ſo ſolemn a ſea 
from the Lord , by his works » and providence, todebare 
the Chriſtians witnes , from their experience , . becauſe 


they do not ſee this themſelves; yyhat is the cauſe there- 


of 2 their choiſe , that they da not folloyy on to knoyy the 
ſame, the truth of God ſeeketh credit from no man.upon 
truſt , yea, craveth no more but that by a pra&ical converſe 
they would put it toa trial, and then it shall nor decline their 
judgement, Ig : 
' Now to proſecute rhis argument a litle,. I shall pointat 
ſome ſpecial Scripture-rruths, with which Chriſtians have 
moſt uſual trade, and converſe in their own cafe ;. andgive 


in therewith , their teſtimony > how theſe are clearly. 


prayed and verifyed by moſt ſure expericuce: it is not to be 


ereunderſtood the giving a particularaccount with reſpe& 


2gces, how the Ward 


ro perſons , time, or other circum 
ay be ſufficiently con- 


dotly thus take place. . Ithink'it 
yincing to inſtance in the general, 


ed experiences , Which.are well known tothegodly,' and 


tave by-them been oft proved anyidſt the various changes of 


their life (though not by all 1 th e ſame meaſure but in ſome 


ſujrable proportion to their different fyzegs, tryalls , and. 
Kg egy _ wreſtlings 


[ 
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Feh clear uncontrovert- 


- from a body ofdeath , | 
| the ſaints have above others , yet in thus their experience 
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which the Word hath” with the experience of the ſaints ; 
2nd 'truely concerning theſe I may with J6ome confidence 
aſſert,” they are not naked, or airy notions; but ſuch as can 


- witnes their truth to the 'ſertous experienced Chriſtian , 


whom onthis account I dare atteſt. + . : 

I shall here inſtance 5. ſpecial truths of the Word, 
which are much tryed ,' and proved in Chriſtians. expe- 
rienice, 1. That there is ſuch a contrariety betwixt the: 
flesh, and the ſpirit , as. the Scripture holdeth forth, 
2. The deceitfulnes 'of 'mans heart. - 3- That there is 2 
ſpiritual , and inviſible adverſary , with whom we have 
war. 4. That the promiſes ofthe Word have undoubted 
accomplishment. '5. The truth alſo of the threatnings, 
I mean fuch under whoſe reach the godly may fall. 


I, That there ts 4 contrariety betwixt the flech, and the ſpiny » 
2 Law in our members' rebelling againſt the Law of our 
mind,” is a truth, -very clearly proved to the Chriſtian; 
whoſe experience though ſad dath undenyably verity, and 
confirm the Scripture, Gal. 5; v.17. Rom. 7: v.19, 21,23. 
this isa piece of the Word which holds forth mansnature 
initstrueshape and form , whither their byaſſe , andiach- 
nation moſt eaſily turneth , yea , ſo marvellouſly anſwereth 
their experietice, that to queſtion the; ſame were to pur it 
far beyond queſtion that they know nothing of a new nature 
or a principle of grace within. ' For who ever made carneſt 
of Religion bur their firſt acquaintance with the peaceof 
God, was the beginning of fhis war; iris then thatthe 
houſedivideth , and corruptionſetteth up a ſtandard , yea » 
no ſooner can any begin to-b& a Chriftian,, but he muſt be a 
ſoldier ao ; and Fe may fay none ever attained ſuch a 
meaſure of mortifigion > or was ſo old in the grace- of 
God, 'as could priviſ&Qpe them from the ſtirrings ot the old 
man , andnecetlity of that complaint , who $hall dehver us 
Mt what ever adyantagey ſome of 


Can witnes. - | 
B4 I«: Ley 


wreſtlings) which cari witneſs that real correſpondence - 
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__ I; They now know two different parties within theme 
ſelves thar until once grace came. they could not under- * 
Rand , whichat the ſame tune in the very ſame ation do' 
a6 oppolitly one tothe other, yea, tharthere.is ng ſpiritual | 
duty, wherein the flesh -( rhough not alwayes in ſuch a 
prevalent- degree ,-.) doth not shew ſome active refiſt= 
UCC. SY | 

2. That all the flirrings, and motions of the flesh have 
ſtill a cendency, congruous to. their own nature, to turn. 
thc heart carnal andro alienat it from God. ſo as itis eaſy to 
Gn. how inthelſe, the rife and the end do throughly core 
reſpond. ; | 

3- That this is acruel taskmaſter if once it bear ſway ; 
imperious in its; command , and violent in its purſuit, | 
ſo that their experience. may herein tell , its aſore, and an 
intolerable thing for a ſervant to bear rule. - 

4- That ro things moſt forbidden the flesh moveth moſt 
impetuouſly , ſo , as it will eyen break through the hedge, 
though ſure thereby to be ſcrarche wirh thornes , yea » its 
oft ſo eager inits purſuit , that ic will follow the bait, while 
the hook 15 moſt diſcernable. : 

- F- Thatwhen once this doth ſwell, and wax fat, they 

may upon another intereſt cry,  woe's #s , our leawnes , for 

like the ſcales ot the ballance, they find a proportionable 

abatement and depreſling of their ſpiritual lite , ,as the flesh 

goeth up., yea , they have cauſe to know how every ſtep of 
their hearts going forth to the, World is a ſtep that doth put 

them further off from God. « wy 

- 6 Thatthe morecloſelythe Law is preſt in its ſpiritual 

extent, yea » the more ſpiritual aduty is, the more fully op- 
politthey find their carnal heart, and though the flesh may 

bear upwlitle with the forme of Religion , andjhath more 
complacency with that way, which ly#th moſt in externals, 
yetit cannot endure the power there6f, it can fuffer men to 

be Hypocrites, but noteruely Chriſtians. * | | 

z. Toreſtrain, and bring this under bondage they find 
that irdorh put the Spirit ſo muchar liberty, which getting 


looſe rains for a litle will leaye the foul work for roar ; 
oY | 005- II0E—-8 ayes 
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of the Seriprire. 41 


: dayes and with. ſad after groanes pay back an houres plea- 


ſure yea, they alſo know , when the outward man is 


low, and upon a ſenſible decay » ithbath not then hinder» 
| ed but rather effeRually helped their wward joy , and 


ſtrength. 

.L , That indulgence to the flesh cauſetha ſenſible thick 
interpolition between Heaven. ard theſoul > whence they 
are {oclogged, and hamperd in their flight , and motion to= - 
ward God, yea, thus have otren, their choiſed duties been 
made aſore, and grievous task. | 

9. Thatthis 15 therrue riſe of their uſual perturbations » 
and doth ſtill put ſome jarberwixt them , and theirlor, and 


doth hinder a jatistyed enjoying of that which they have z 


through murmuring at that they want, yea, they know z 
that to pleaſe the flesh hath been oft the cauſe of their great- 
elt griet , and di{pleaſure, - 

; 10. They alſo tind how the defilement of rheir Sparit , 
doth heip ro darken ic, which overgrown with the flesh, . 
can have no clear diſcovery of ſpiritual things , but the 
more. ſeparat from the body , and purged trom theſe 
grolie dregs , they find themſelves ata turther advantage to 


converſe with divine truchs. which thus they get diicover- 
- ed, beyondall that nature canreach. 


I I. Tar the bear: of man ts deceitful» and deſperatly evil g 
Jer-17: ver, 9... Jer. 4: ver. 14. Prov. 4! ver. 23. 5 8 Scripe 
ture truth , where to the Chriſt:ans experience doth anſwer » as tn 
face apſwereth toits ſelfe in the glaſſe , yea we may ſay 1t 1s 
ſoclearly demonſtrat to theſe a 2 wereever ſerious, about 


their inwardcaſe , that while they thus readthe Wordin 


themſelves and are madeto read themſelyes in the Word 
they may with wonder acknowledge, that he » which can 
ſound this great deep of the heart , and drawe ſo vive apor- 


+ traiture thereof, is ſurely one before whom all things are 
manifeſt ; who doth ſearch, and try the reins 5 and know 


what 1s our mould, and fashion ; this is one of the very firſt 
leflons.which praftical Religion dothreach , and the more 
nearnes with God , and further meaſure and grace > that 
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is attaind , the more clear diſcovery there will bc of thiss | 
O! -whar fad houres, what bitter complaints, hath'ic 
cauſed ? This oft doth marre the Chriſtians feaſt , and 
mingle their Wine with Gall , and wormyood ; I amfure- 
if that excellent company of the Saints, who have been 
from-the beginnitig ts this day could beþrought together, 
rogtvein theirſaffrage, and witnes concerning the Jeceit : 
frilnes of the heart ,- there would be one joyntteſtimony to 
this eruth, we Should find that Enoch who walkt with God, 
Moſes with whom he-ſpake face to face; that beloved fer» 
vant who leand in'Chriſts boſome, and he vvho vyas 
caught up tothe third Heayens vyere no ſtrangers therero,, 
but could 'vyines thus. SETTLES | 
7. Thar 1t-1s vvithin, vyhich aileth them moſt, and 
their greateſt adyerſaries are men of their ovvyn houſe , yea » 
that in the yvorſt of times , there is ſtill more cauſe to com- 
plain of an evil heart ,'thenofan evil , and corrupt World , 
there being no yyorſe company , then they are bx to theme" 
ſelves. | 
2. That no timeof their life, but might give them, ſome 
further proof, that they are fooles vyho truſt their ovvn 
hearty vvhich oft -yyill eſcape and oyer-reach', their quick- 
eſt reflexion, even yyhen both their eyes are onit; yea, that 
there is no time that alloyyeth the putting off their armour, 
+ otro dilmiſſe thetr- guard; not the beſt caſe of the greateſte- 
ſtablishmenr-1n grace y nor the evening ofthe day, though 
they vvere vvithin ſome minutes of the crovyn, and com- 
pleat victory doth priviledge them from the experience ofa 
deceitful bearr, | Rh LIALH 
3. That nnder the beſt framethey find there will often 
Inrk chat which after-time , doth diſcover tharfor the pre- 
ſentrhough it had been told . they could nor have believed' 
untill- frequent experience maketh them ſee thatthe Word 
knowed their heart better then themſelves; | ; 
"4. Thar co britig home their heart when once 1tgoetha- 
broad z or recal the liberty they bavegivenit is norcaſy 


which doth no fooner parley with a temptation _ di- 
: ance 
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. tance, adventureto ſport therewith, butt quickly turneth 


rocarneſt , andis ready to yeeld, | 
$. They know the- conſtant need to have a watch upon 


their: ſenſes., and to make a Covenant with their eyes, 


which doeſo quickly betray cheir heart; fo ealy it is'to be: 
deceived , yea, to grow warm, and to take needs fire ppon/ 
the ſmalleſt touch. | | | F 
6. How: quickly alſo their ſpirit doth ſlacken', and loſe 
its benfil even in the greateſt advantage of. rheir caſe their 
experience can tell, that when in ſome meaſure they baye 
been raiſed ;up 1n any. ſpiritual enjoyment, they were 
then in hazard tobelift up tothe wind, and to have their 
"ugg diſſolved inthe more ſolid part of Chriſtianity. 
# 7. Whata fight haye they ſometime of themſelves, ſuch 
as would be aterrour,. to themif the heart , and motions 
thereof could be writ out to the view of others, or that any 
were vvitneſles to that which in one roome will dwell beſide 
the grace of Godas its door=neighbour. 

8. In a word their experience doth witnes, how foon 
the ſtrongeſt reſolutions will evanisb , that they are not oft 
intheevening,what they. werein the morning, nor for many 
houres do they keep the ground they bad attaind , bur Reu- 
bensCharacter unſtable as water, may be ſtil their complain, 
yea, Iam ſure as wany as ever obtaind mercy, to know 
themſelves , can tell that its paſt all reckoning , how oft 
their keart hath deceived them , when they truſted it moſt: 


- This every day. may cauſe them fit down; and adnurethe 


grace of (od, whichcan mend, whatthey ſooft marre , 
and-1s ſtronger to faye , and preſerve , then they are to 


deſtroy. 


ITE. That as theres a body of death within , they alſo 
know there is , 4-2 adverſary without , Eph. 6:V.1%. 1 Per. 57 
ver. 8, 1h.8: 9.44. Whole way 4 and devices, and method 
oj tempting doth moſt exaftly anſwer the diſcovery of the 
Word, this is indeed a truth, which Chriſtian experience in _ 
all ages doth witnes , that no ſooner they had a ſerious look 
atter God , bur found themſelyes , purſued by an inviſible 


parity 
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- 4 44Jr proaches though ſpiritual , are yet cereain A 
and moſt ſenfibly an WS. belide that: which the | hi 
- 
fi 


Word doth clearly teach, yea, ir is ſure none of the ſaints 
were ever priviledged from: ſuch experiences , for- herein 
doth the Chriſtans warfare ly, 'but O how ſweet may the 
evening be while they fit down , can ſing rhat ſong » Owr | 
ſowll bath eſcaped as a bird from the fowtler, [ ghall heergive in 
ſomething of the. godly mans experience , which can bear 
witneſs to this. -: _ _... een; yy 
-T- That there is ſurely an other parry then the World, 
or themſelves, with which they have to doe , an inviſible 
adverſary without., whom they perceive by that ſenſible | Ee 
correſpondence he keepeth with their heart within, by || ft 
theſe yiolent inroads, imporcunart ſoliſtatiohs , theſe imp& || n 
tuous motions , Wherewith they are foſtrangely hurried, } te 
and ofc driven over light , and judgement, yea , overtheir | h 
ſtrongeſt reſolutions , ſo. as he may be as diſcernable to || {þ 
them , and that there is ſomething therein beſide them- 
ſelves, as if they converſed with him in an outward viſtble | a 
Shape. Ts | þ 
2. That fince the time when they begun to look afterGod, || ri 
and to know any thing of hiswork upon their ſpirits they L 
have been acquainted with moſt affrighting, dreadful temp- | W 
tations, and doth now-precetve his rage, and violent purſuit } cl 
to bring them back » which they knew not before , when at || ti 
peace wrth their idolls , and finſul way. * 'F| 0 
3- That the mark he levelleth at', to which his uſual Þ} in 
temptations have a tendency, is their ſoul , and inward 
man to- hinder communion with God, and to turn their F p! 
heartoff from him, tobreakthe Law» and lay afide com- Þ d:; 
manded duties. - Is 
4-  Thathis ordinary approaches to the heart are oft by a || cc 
very ſmallthing , he needs no more bur an open door , or || h« 
aſinful look for thediſpatch of a temptation » and knoweth | ri 
by 2 wound in the eye, how to carry death in, to the I ia 
ſoul. ; 2th 
5. That he is ſuch a party as knoweth his time and op- 
portunity , can change his weapous » and busk the m_ 
wit 


ts. 
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'” wich divers baites and yer he is allyvayes at hand , vyhenthe 


heart is lifted up » vvhen they ate out of their duety , and in 
a carnal frame, to put inthen vvith ſome temptation , and 
fish in ſuch adrumly vvarer. 

6. That his vvay doth truely anſyver his name, Sprrormal 
wickedneſſe #m high places , this being ſo diſcerned , by daily 
experience tliat he hath the advantage of the ground, is2 
moſt ſubrile obſerving adyerſary , vyho lyeth in the dark 
tous, yyhile we arein thelight to him , and knoweth how 
to correſpond with our corruption , and to ſuit his tempta- 
tion to our natural temper ( wherewith he is well acquaint-- 
ed) and to our calling , and our company , to thepreſent 
ſtrait , ro our predominant inclination and to our retire- 
ment, and ſolitude , yea that he is one who knoweth how 


to follow in, and ply with ſuch a gale, when we arein 


15 og , or in any diſtemper , and diſcompoſure of 
Irit. | 
j 7. Thathecantranfform himſelf into an-Angel of light , 
and ſute his temptations to the ſpiritual exercites , md 

joyments of the ſaints that there are temptations on the 
right hand as wellas the left, which are ſo refined, and fo 
like a-Chriſtian exerciſe , that they can ſcarcely diſcern the 
weed from the flower , and moſt dreadful errours from the 
choiſeſt truths, to which they oft have a great reſomblance, 
though art laſt it doth appear thatthe native tendency even 
of the moſt ſpectous erronrs. inthe judgement is to looſnes 


1n praQtice , andto make men religiouſly irreligious. 


$. Fhatheis alfo 2 roaring lyon , which they have oft 
proved by the dreadful blaſphemous injefions , theſe fiery 
darts which are thrown in with violence, wherewith there 
15 no concurrence of the inclination or conſent , bur a diſ- 
cernable force put npon them , aſſaulting them withmoſt 
horrid Atheiftical thoughts, even while their heart doth 
_ with abhorrence, and enter their difſeat againſt the 


9. That he is a moſt reſtleſſe adverſary, who is going 


ſill abourand giveth uo ceffation , but with purpoſeto re- 


curn at ſome greater adyaritage;z andis nolefle terrible in 


his 
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46 . The fulfilling 
his. fight thenin his al{ault &rhar-he can ſpeak out ofa friend 
as well as out of a foe, yea , and doth then moſt dangerouſly. 
tempt , when the cemptation is leſt{cen ,or diſcovered. : 
10. Thathis remprations doe not only. drive at engadg=: 
ing. of the heart; to. bring fin to thethoughr , bur alſorhe 
bringing it forth to the act; for putting ſome blot upon their 
\ walk, and converſation. _ | | af 
11. That heis one who 1s overcome by reſiſtance. and 
doth flee before theſe thatwithſtand him z which they have 
oit proved, that they have. returned from prayer with.the 
ſpoyl of their adverſary , andat ſuch a time have been-made' 


to wonder, how that which hath oft foyled them, = 4. 


. have been theirtempration. ;  S1E3001 
.. 13., They alſs find by frequent obſervation that though } 
he1s moſt ſubcile ,. being indeed one who through long ex- } 
- perience, andcontinued practice hath. attaineda greatdeal , 
of dexterity in tempting , yet, that he hath one uſual 
method , -and devices whichthe ſerious Chriſtian , by dat- 
ly experience, .and watchfulnes may eafily diſcern and per-. . 
ceive his temptations intheir riſe , andat adiſtance while 
they are as.1t were, creeping up the wall; yea » thus in 
 Joine meaſure he may find out the-depths of Satan; and 
know how to ayo dthe ner ſpred by that great fouler. 


I 'V. That the promuſes of the Word which areheld forth to the 

- Godly for their uſe , and encouragement while they are in 
the way , have acertar ccomplshment , and area lafeground : 
ro adyenture upon., and worthy co becredited , 1s a truth 
tryed in all ages wherto experience of the ſaints can give #; 
largeteſtimony, 


_ Now iuſpeakingtorthisgrave-ſubjed ,.itis not needful 
to ſpeak ary thing of th- nature , anddiverſe kinds. of pro. | 
miſesnor whence 1t 15 that welive at fo, poor arate,' and ſo 
uncoafortably while ſuch a well as this , is at our handy 
for its eaſy to read the cauſe within our ſelves , weſow ſpar-' 
ingly, and venture lictle our, therefore. we have ſo ſmall 
an increaſe ;- rheir is a price for wildome, but Kay OR 
; eaohahs body hnns 2 be ds 
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of the Scripture. a7 


handsof fools who have no heart thereto, but this not con- 


cerning us hereT only aime ro hold outthis , thatthepro- 
miſes which God hath given his People/in the Scripture, 
are of unqueſtionable yerity , and have as real, and ſure 
performance in the ſaints experience; as they are ſureof 
that which cometh moſt neceſſarly to paſſe , by the worke 
and concurrence of natural cauſes as that the fire doth burn , 
when combuſtible matter is added , or the ſun riſe after its 
going. down ;\ for indeed this truth 1s fo manifeſt ; proved 
by eh innumerable experiments-, , amidſt ; the yarious 


- changes ofa Chriſtians condition, that we might ſommond 


many witnelles as haye been followers of God in the 
rid,, which are not a few , who1n all ages haveput the 


"promiſes toaneſlay, and put rheir ſeal thereto that God is 
- true';3--yea,'toask ar ſuch, if they know whither there be 
 arruth-in Scripture promiſes > that cometh notto paſſe, I 


think were to enquire at a living man , whither heſeeth , 
and feeleth , or it there be ſuch-a thing as motion, fince 
they have as ſure, and ſenſible a' demonſtration of the one, 


"© EE” 


25 he hath of the other. LOR 7 
Butere I ſpeakany thing particularly to this, I would firſt 
premit ſome things to clear what we underſtand here, by 


the ſaints experience of therruth of the promiſes , in theſe ' 


following conſiderations, 


1. We would conſider , though the Scripture hath here 
it's accomplishment , and is intended for the uſe of the 
Church, and every-particular Chriſtian , while on the way 


| inhis militant condition yet there areſome promiſes of the i 
| Word yea, the greateſt, which belong to the ſaints , that - 


will not be fulfilled, until they havecaſt off their armour , 


and are called to divide the ipoyl., their experience of 
which , will be the high prize of the calling of God in 


Chriſt > whereof all which chey now enjoy. is but an 
earneſt. Fo 10:0 411 herte | 

- 2: We would confider that the great intent of the Scrip= 
ture > -and promiſes thereof, is not for contemplation, bur 
that wemay know them by experience, anddrivea bleſſed 
trade, and commerce chexerwith, the merchandize of which 
239 "= M 
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is betternor that of gold}, "for herelyeth the Chriſtians life" 
inthe World, yea, it is 2 great pattof their talent; the 
promiſes » which are not -to be [aid up in their beart,; and. 
memory ; as ina napkin', but they muſt giye an account, | 
what experiencethey haye gained thereby, and thus the di- 
lIigent hand Should makerich. | <A 
3- Whatever be the different ſyzes, anddegrees of ex- 
penrienceamong the ſaints} according to-their grouthz and 
age in Chriſt , yer ic is' certain that the meanelt who: have | 
intrefſt in the promiles , and did ever grip chem in earneſt 
and put them to tryal muſt know ſomething of the perfor= } 
mance of the ſameintheir owncaſe ; for the Lord doth not {| - 
ſuffer his work mhis People to want a ſeal. 7 | BE | 
" 4. Thegodlyes experience bereof; is then-much made. 
out, when they are much in obſervation, and we know lictle 
of the truth , and performance o fthe promiſes, becauſe 
we are not more habitually'in a frame to obſerve; thus he || 
goeth by , and we perceive not; but they never wanted 
confirmations , who were ſeriouſly ſeeking to be confirmed. 
in the truth of the Word. ; 0; EFE B48 
. The ſpecial mercyes , and providences of a Chriſtian 
Ihe , arz 2 certain return of the promiſe, and in thar way. 
do meet chem , as the proper channel of their conveyance j. 
for they are the ſure merciegs of the Covenant ; ' and how re. 
fresMful is ir.thar all theſeveral caſes of the Saints, and heir. 
outgate theteof , their meaneſt as well as their greateſt ne- 
ceflities » are cotnprehended in the Word. - and under ſome. 
romiſe , ind were alforfeenin his evarlaſting view , who. 
Pach ſo marvelloufly ſaited rhe ſame to all that his People 
 flandin need of, as ifit had been directed to ſuch, and ſach 
2 Chriſtian only. | | 
6, This belpeth to make the mercies of the godly man to 
have 2 peculiar > and ſweet relish, and tobe ſomeway 
ewice-his mercy , when he gets chem in ſo immediat a way 
reached to him as it were out of the hand of thepromiſe,, 
and 25 an obſervable return from Heavenz'when thus the J -; 
Lord ſealerh his Word'to him by his work; & the way of the Y;3: 
Word , he findeth hath been the way ot his comfortableJ! 
, ontgate; I! 
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ate 3 that when he hath had oo. 


G9" 


other eſcape, but co 


he | wuinto the promiſe, and to caft himſel} upon it , he 


nd BY gained this experience; herruſted in' God, and was help= 
at, | ed; and can give in this teſtimony of him , that he hath 
di-' both ſpoken it, and himſelt alſo hath done ic, according to 
SY WnRHed ALAS ITY PE - 
ex- | 27. Itisnotanyextraordinarpthing, we here underſtand, 
nd | by the Chriſtian-mans experience ot the truth ot che pto- 
we | miles, it is nota rapture or reyelarion\, or fuch as fome of 
eſt | the Saints kav« upon ſome fangular, and ſpecial accouge had; 
r= | for we have not any.promilſe for theſe things , but it 1s 
oo veg, well gromfed ipah. he Word * which cou- 

dethin the Lords ordinary way of procedute with 


de | His People, according to the tenor of the Covenant, tor 
le Y his Worddothgood rorhem that walkuprightly, 2nd doth 
uſe | certainly take placein the experience of every ferious , and 
he | diligent Chriſtian, Nu 4 | | 
ed | 8. This is not chereſtimony of a few, but the record of | 


ied | all the Saints fince the” beginning, whoſe experience-dorh 
7 | all moſtharmoniouſly agree, arid bear one witnes that he is 
32n | faichtul who hatb promiſed , and itis not that which a Chri- 
vay RKian hath found once, ot twice in his life, but rhe dayly tood 
ce 4 | offuchasliveby faith Figs ES 
re. # | 9: This doch pur a ſtrong obligation on the godly man 
\cir | £oche Word, for the time'to come, for theſe who hive 


ae A's itoften, may with much confidence rruſtir, in the day 


vho. 10. The experience which che godly hath of the real 
- | performance ke promiſes is a ul conyincing evidence 
ch | of his ſatein Chriſt, itisrheecarneſt , and pledge of the in- 
FF Heritance, and full accomplishment of chat which remain- 
ito | eth that the Lord will make perte& whiat, concernerh him , 
who hath been his help hicherto , and will be his exceeding 


way Wo Sarees we Fer 
wh. "great rewardjn the end. who hath made him find ſo much of 
iſe , | the gain of godlines; here by the way. CONE 


|. Now having premirred cheſe things, 1 Shall her® in- "ov 
| Nance ſome particular promiſes, where it che Chriſtizus | 
| oſtulualcradez and cominerce corny ano which'they 

a noatt 7 | give 
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59 , © The fulfilling l. 
give intheir ſeal and witnes ; IL conteſſe iFall theſe proofs {1 


-  Thergare 10. ſpecial promiſes, held forthto the godly} 51 
"in the Word >” Which I $hall here inſtance, "and therewith: 
hold forth ,.. what a clear teſtimony their experience can. him 
gh ofthe undgubted truth, and accomplichmentof/the 
oC - en Hro on als nt bg. 


FIRST., Inſtance, is that promiſe given to believing ," to 
ſuch who credit the naked word, when there 1s no pro- c 
Robe + trages of its ourmaking > and thus give God the 7 
; glory of is faithfulnes, which we have expreſly held out. 
I3Clrm.20:20. Pſ.112.7;8. 1ch.1: 50. - NS il 


7. [ 
$34 


To clear the accomplishment of this promiſe > Tyhalk Sact 
bur appeal co that tefturiony the ſaints inall ages haveleny® 
thgreof, yea.to the preſent experience of the godly arthush' 

_ day, if they haye not certainly found it ſo. Re ES 
© I. That whenina particular they have truſted God therety 
withand got their fpiritquiet ina recumbency on IE: 2 


. fa _._ of theScripture. FI 
 |\ hathnotdealt with them according to his word, yeaif then Rh 
| from cleer convincing returns of the promiſe they have not We - 
© been made to' ſay itdid never repent them , that they gave | | | 
''F more credit to the teſtimony of God , then of their own 
c | hearts. WY | | 
8 - 2. Thatthey have found a more ſweet, and obſervable PL 


I iſſue, then wheti their help lay moſt- immediatly on the 
word alone ; never a more- ſenſible outgate then when leaſt 
? |} of ſenſe, and moſt of faith-was in carrying them through z 
*Þ when little of che creature, and much ot God appeared in 
> 'F their mercy, and where they were at the loweſt , no way 
x of eſcape but tothrow themſelyes on the promiſe ; they 
$ have then had the beſt retreat, yea, their ſupply as ſen= 
| & : = felt, as their need, and burden had formerly been 
I felt. ' | | 
- | 5. That their greateſt difficulties ,' and shakings anent 
-" | the promiſe have helped totheir further confirming , and 
eftablishment,: and ſoas they canſay, the Lords way » by 
brangling them firſt , yea > ro their ſenſe looſing their 
grip hath helped to faſten it better, and that which for 
thetime » did peak «teir caſe moſthelpeleſſe, hath made 
| way for his more eminent appearance, and manifeſting of 
"| "4- Thattheir greateſt venture, andgiving moſt out hath 
| uſually had the richeſt income, the moſt eminent experien= 
| ces of their life , have followed the moſt adycuturous as 
F of their faith, yea, upon an after reckoning they have oft 
| found > that their adyenturing of life, eſtate, and credit 
onthe promiſe of God, even intheſe things , hath very ob- 
"I feryably been their apipiing: | 
"I 5. That where they have moſt been a friend to their 
28 faith , there hath faith alſo been moſta friend rothem , in 
their ſtanding to the credit ofthe promile , over the belly of 
220 ercaceſtobjections, and falſe reports raiſed thereof, they 
"have founda very evident mark of Gods reſpect to the ſame, 
af uſing them -to ſee, that he will-honour ſuch who thus 
4 honour him. - And itis indeed worthy of a remark , what 


br, we haye of Caleb upon record , that he rookpart with the 
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2 
promiſe of God againſt that diſcouragiog ppghich then' 
was raiſed of the Anakims, and their walled ctties,, and Þ. 
therefore the. inheritance 6f the Children of Anak was} 

oo ro Caleb , and his ſonnes., in their lot, from the 
ord. | | * +: 
6. That believing, doth alwayes make way for ſenſe, | 
and intheir cloſing with the naked Word of promiſe, they | 
havenot wanted the feal of the ſpirit $f gromite » but haye. 
found 2 ſweet calm , their burden ſenfibly eaſed , when 
once they got itlaid oyer qpthe word , which they can lay 
- hath been their firſt reſting place , like the very fixing of- 
the motion of the needle, rowards its right point, when 
cheir ſpirit had been roſtlefſe., and in greateſt agita-! 
£100. Es 14] 35 OM 
. 7. That theſe greateſt difap ointments , which their || m 
hope inthe Word , ſeemed ro = » they have foundaf- 4 
terwards moſt'to their advantage » when their returns have {| /y,, 
not only been according ro their faith , buthave oftenex-F 
ceeded theiradventure, and been far beyond what they be- U 
lieved, yea, that from frequent experience they may ſay , | :c; 
the iſſue of truſting the Word , how long ſo ever they] +5; 
thought it deferred , yer , 'came alwayes in ſeaſon, was 4 
never too late and our of time, _ 0 


3 ty 00 $9 as, ep Lo rhe men un ww © 


-8. Thar this did neyer occafion bitter reflexions , ' or = 

vas'their upcaſt beforerhe World » tharthey truſted Golf} 5. 

in agay of ſtraic and were not helped; 'but this reſtimony}} 54 

| have all ſuch lefr, who have moſt credited itin a diſmallY. gg, 

houre, that none should ſcarr , after them ro hazard upon | 1444 

ſuch a hand, and venture on the promiſe ,. for , their Þ the 

faith hath oft raken them well, and comfortably through z} ,;e 
where both ſenſe, and reaſon haye been ready ro fink. P 


SECOND. Inflance, Whereby we may ſee theperfor=] 4:6 
mance ofthe promiſe in Chriſtian experience is this char God Þ {14 
truely bearech prayer , is near unto bis People in what they call I ,,... 
upon him, aggreable to his Word , and will anfwer their } '£:7; 
_ defires , wehave this promiſe moſt expreſſe , rhul. 4: ver. 6+ 
Pf. 3%: 6. Pſ. 65: 2. Pſ. 91: 15. N 
| ow 
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of the Scripture. - 5F3 


n l : | Now tae combine of this piece of Scripture is ſo 
* J' yery clear, that! 


canattex the experience of all the genera- 


"| & ynanfwerable comfirmarions, they haye got of this truth ' 


2 
F 


F tionofthe ab teous , fince the beginning , what frequene _ 


Intheir Chriſtian walk , fo that Iam ſure, no man eyer'was 
in carneſt in the matrer of Religion , anda ftranger tothis; 
"yea. that he was neyer more certainly perſwaded of any 


& | thing, then of this that God doth. hearprayer.  O if mens 
'©'F ſouls were but in their ſouls ſtead whoſeevening wreſtlings, 
1 and teares, the Lord hath oft turned intoa morning ſong , 
7 they should know this is no deluſion, Is5hall here touch 
*F fomerhing of that experience which by many proofs the 
TJ faints can give as 2 witneſs to thispromile. | L 
a 1. That when they hayeoft with #4zzagonein. before 
- | the Lord in the ditrernes of their ſpirit , they have beeti 
W'ſ madeto return with a ſenſible, and marvellous-change in 
- | their caſe; yeay when in going about prayer , they have 
'C] been put to wreſtle with much diſtemper , aud deadnes , 
x" they have oft ſeen the wind diſcernably change , and there= 
| with their ſpirits lightned from under that burden, an ob- 
'» ſeryable calme, and ſerenity after much invvard perturba= 
Yj tion, yea they can ſay that they have found their hearts 
35F thavved, and put ina flush of tenderues, upon the back of a 
moſt ſenſible reftraine. | 


2. Thatacceſſe, and liberty to poure forth their ſouls to 


I God vyhen hehath filled their mouth vvitharguments, and. 


inabled them both to wreſtle , and vvait , they.have 


J found afavourable cry#r and begun outgate , yea, the very 


tum ofa ſadcaſe, vvhich they have got fram the Lord , as 


ir - the plevee of a.further anſyyer , and that yyhen he thus 


| preparet 


the heart , hedoth cauſe his ear to hear. | 
"5, That vyhen they have been under amoſt dark cloud, 


| they have found their sky clear, have got a very ſenſible 
] falteof Gods accepration in prayer and of his tzking their '' 


ſute off their hand , even vyhile the matter vyas ſill in de- 


: : : rs before him , vea that they have oft had ſuch a 


| fatiſfying impreſſion of Gods minde , and perſyvaſion of his 


"| anſyvering their deſire , as hath helped them cheecfully 
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4. That vyhen they had beenmuch.inprayer ,.they muſt F- 
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alſo ſay , it hath been the time yyherein 'the ſpirit hath d; 
flovyrished , vvas (moſt lively , yea that rhen they had their Þ co 
beſt dayes , thatthen , the candle of the Lord shined npon Þ thi 
their pathes, and hisdevy lay all night upon their branches Þ ha 
and thar they have found there is an evident, and propor- | 

tionable abatement of their ſpiriruallife, and encourage. Þ rie 


ment in God, according totheir vyearing out inthe exerciſe Þ ſac 
of this duety. RN 8-ay, 2a 4Fn 

5. They haye manytimes found, that yyhenthere yyas Þ thi 
nothing lett them, bur to turnin to God , and they knevy of F an; 
no other vvay to come through but to pray, and look up, # wr: 
they. never found a more {yvect; and ſeaſonable qurgate; I thi 
ſo that moſt obſervable times of prayer , have been allo the | Gi 
moſt obſervable times of their experience; and they can ſay | | 
ffoim many proofs .. it 1s no hopeleſte butlines, yvhich1s | 
put over upon God by prayer, though there be ſmall out- Þ ou 
vvard appearance. | ; 

6, That iris not in vain to follow out aſute before the 
throne and that acceſſe and moyen in Heaven, is as ſutea 
way to come ſpeed ( which they know well ) as proace ſen 
moyenupon earth , having fo evidently found, while many} fait 
ſeek the rulers favour , that the determination of every wh 
thing is from the Lord. 3 | 2 

>. Thar prayer with quiet onwaiting in the uſe of meanesF anc 
wiuneth comfortably through , where over=caring, and} 'ing 
carnal policy , inthe uſe of all other shifts hath been forced Þ ma 
to ſtick; | Oe 4 

8. They know by experience that as there are judicial} litl; 
times, wherein, an inhibition as'it were 1s laid on them} -the 
from the Lord, intheir' wreſtling 3. yea anda ſore reſtraint | der 
on their ſpirits , which hath been very ſenſible, ſoalſo they .* 
have found times of more eaſy accelie, and abundant libere | 'yyt 
ty > a ſpirit of prayer, letforth , before ſome ſpecial mer- cre; 
cy, and deliverance to the Church, whereby they could J of: 
in ſome meaſure diſcern its neer approach, Re” - 

| 9. That 


| "af _ ofthe the Scripture,  *'5s 
Þ | 9: Thatonchebackof ſomeſolemnaddreſſe, and applic 
» Þ "Cation to God by prayer z and faſti '1na day of ſtrait , | 
- they have ofc ſeen cauſeeyen from that day, and upward to 
date 2 remarkable return ', and outgate , in which eyen 
"common obſeryers , might diſcern whatan evident anſwer, 


* 


0} 
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the Churches interceilion with God in times of extremity 


' hath had: 


* 2o- I niay adde the ſaints know this, ſo well by expe- 
nence that ſurely God heareth prayer, evenin ſuch, and. 


| fach a particular, that they/can with much confidence ad- 
JF venture, and make an earant of the meaneſt ,* as, well as 
{ their greateſt concernmencs to him ,: having ſo oft tryed, 


and found that ſeriouſnes;, and fincerityin addrefſe to God, 

was never in vain, but what ever be vhe times wherein 

oo epana raketh place, their heart Shall live that ſeek 
oo ; 


THIRD, Inſtance Is thepromiſe of the Spirit, and powring 
out of theſame , which we haveclear inthe Word, 7f. 5.9: 
v.21. Joh. 14;16, Luk; 24: v.49. Rom. 8:16, 16, | 


The accomplishment of which is ſo manifeſt, ſuch a 
ſenſible demonſtration thereof , in the experience of the 
faints that T am ſure this can no more be denyed, then theſe 
who are warmed with the hear of the ſun can deny their 


& ſenſe; and feeling , thar. the ſun hath ſuch an influence: 


= Bn 


Ih I We 


- A. t '< 


I 
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"and doth not the Chriſtans ſpiritual walk , bear as convinc=- 
Ingawitnes to the fulfilling of chisptomiſe, as anyliving 
'man , by walking in the way sheweth that he-hatha ſoul , 
andprinciple of lite within him. Novv to demonſtrat this a 
- litle T vyould but touch ſome of the: ordinary experiences of 


4 # 


the ſaints therein > vvhich they doe teftify and by clear un- 
denyable evidences knovy to be no deluſion, | 


1, Thar vvhich cauſeth ſo real achange upon them , 
'vvhichmaketh them aliveto God, vvho once yyeredead, 
creating them as it vvere ofnew, that vvbich bringerh a clod 


of earth ſo near Heaven , raiſeth them ſo. far above them - 


4 ſelves to a delightful converſe vvith things nor ſeen, that 


D 4 while 
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yyhile their place . and abode is here, cheir company, and. 
telioyvisup 15 aboye; char yyhich maketh all things nevy * 
to hem and doth to tar change their nature, and inclination - 
_ ascauſeth chem tinde more fyycetnes 1na ſpiritaal lite rhen | 
in the pleatures ot fin, yea , reconcileth chem vvich che; 
Lavv, and exerciſes of a Chiſtian , yvhere oncethere vvas . 
ſuch contrariety ,-Q ! isnotchis areal effeR ot the ſpirits 


and 10 11naginary ws, " . 
2. Taar yyhereot chey vyerealtogether ignorant». vvhen 


they Pyorg Rrengens iq God , and kaeyv nor it there vvas a: 


Holy Ghoſt , butby report, novy » fince their veing born 
again , they finde themſelyes. entred in another World, 
brought out of darknes unto a marvcllous ligh' , .and of 
this are ſure, that once they vvere blind , buc novv they 
ſee, 15 not this a preofof che truth ot chis promule © 

3 That yvhich maketh chem ſee more ot God in his 
Word, and Wotks, at onetumethen at another ; vvnence 


15 this difference , and inequality , the Scriptures are at one 


time , the great things of the Law , which areat an other 
time , bur common « +54 tothem ; the obje&1is the {aine, 
but O! what different maniteftation thereot z whence is 
it that ſuch a light ſpringeth up in the Word , -thatopenerh 


up this deep , and maketh chem ſee the wonders of his. 
Law, and within a lictle nothing bur dark night , doe 
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no: the ſaints know this well , and thar it is no delu-Jj 


fion? 


and confidence' in their approach to God, after fore bon- 


dage, and fear z which raiſeththem often ſo far above their} 
ordinary frame as they are not only quickned ,. and refresh-: 


ed themſelves , but do qbſervably warm others, Ohow 
- Piercing ; and ſavory. are cher words, which Shew what 
difference there is oft , betwixt a Chriſtian , and himſelf, 


berwixt 2'deadexerciſe ofa gift which reacheth the car, and} 


' that which melceth the hearts and dath even reach by-ſtan- 
ders , with a pleaſant perfume. 


- 


F. That'which maketh ſuch a ſudden change in their” 


_ Eaſe. under ordinances, that their. heart that died within 


4- That whjch maketh ſuch ſenſibleliberty in their ſoul}, 


chem }Þ- 
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| | ofthe Scripture. '5* 
1 ' tþem asaftone, erc cyer they were aware hath taken lyfe, 
vB and necdiire with aa Word, yea', hath been powred out _. 
n | within chem fo as their beloveds yoice » hath had an other 
a FF ſound; Ochen they chunk not the time lopg , the. Word is 
= | a> che.oney from. the comb , ſo as they . have oft withc a 
s$ | p<:pcual arreſt upon their ſpirit, in ſucha condition that 
+ | | none mayſtur uprheir: beloved uncil he-pleale; canthat be 
"'F anydclufion: _ YO RE : : 
nf  «< That which bringeth- in promiſes ſeaſonably, into 
al their minde1n the day of their ſtrait, and cauſeth che Word 
ol tryit jo {utably rp .heir preſent cafe with lucha fatiftyihg 
+ | impicthon of the ſame, as doth give moſt ſenſible, and 
£1  prelenc.cale. | 
y +6. Thar-which ſoclearly by che Word diſcoverth to men 

; the! own heart, and doth fearch them out in their moſt 
sf cloſfſeard retired thoughts, that they have been oft made to 
Ee woader ,- how the Word 15 upon all their ſecrets; 15 not 
ef this the candleof the Lord? 
if 8 That which doth demonſirat their tate and beingtn 
| Chriſt, by anargument which 1s beyond all words, and 
Ss doth by power in an irrefiſtible way anſwer all obje@ions , 
h and turn the-moſt froward caſe ittoa bleſſed calme, and 
sf hath madea ſimple word more effectual in a moment , then 
e|F moſt perſwalive a; guments could be. | 
|. - 9 That which maketh ſuch abundant joy ſpring up in 


N the heart » when there is no'viſible grounds for the jame, 
8 like the dry- bone gushing out water, muſt ſurely be tome 


- ſupernatural. andexcellent power, thatcannot only bring 
rj itoutof nothing , but out of contraries. | 
p 10. Thar which giveth them fo ſenſible a taſte of the 


porvers.of the World to come, ſuch a 1avisbing glance of 
the inhericance . that they could hardly ſometime ſorbear 
to riſe at midnight, and ſing for joy in the hope thereof, 
and hath given them ſuch a diſcovery of God at ſome {pe- 
cial times , as hath made them judge that all they eyer knew / 
of him before , was but by the hearirg ef theear p 
13. That which is ſo diſcernable, and ſenſibly felt ut - 
the preſent tyme, that Chriſts return to the ſoil , ard the 
| Ds cut 
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that the remembrance of ſome of theſe times hach been ve 
pleaſant ,'.and refresung » yea this is ſuch athi 


cording tothe Word. 


have had delight, become their burden, when they are 


© like night tocheſfoul, whenthe ſun is gonedown , and 
fad experience hathoft shewed them, howthe overcloud- 
ing of their ſoul, the with drawiug of the TS & comfor- 
ter, doth obſeryably follow a fitting up of their duety, and 
yeilding toany known fin , by which itis grieyed. 


FOY'RT H. Inſtance, is that Promiſe for direflion which 
God hath given his People inthe Word, that he will guide 
them with his Counſel: will order , and dire& their ſteps, 


way that they $hall chooſe, Pſ. 37-5: Pſe 25: 9,14. Pſc 73: 


TD6r. 24. 


who ever madeearneſt of Ow S0ung God intheir way 
es > and committing the condutt -t 


mony to g1ve. MR Rte dean 
x. Thar to truſt God with their caſe , and'give him 


eafily through 2 plunging caſe, them overcareing anxie. 
ty, yea, the Lords directing their ſteps , and making 
| things ſucceſsful , when they have committed the ſame to 
"him, hath been often as ſenſible to them, as their ſtrait, 

and difficulty was. 7278 

* 2; Tharthe way of the word hath been the beſt expe= 
gien; for taking rhem ſafe z and comfortably Gough 2 

| an 


"I 


as moſt' } 


12: Tharisno deluſions, the withdrawing whereof is ſo 
ſenſible ro them > as it maketh their duety. wherein they- | 


| pucto row with oares 'the wind being gone, and makerh' 


who doe corffhit their way ro him , and-teach them the | 


The fulfilling of -which hath-been ſo maniſeſt to theſe * 


ereof to, him ; that I ' 
«hall bur arreſt their experience, if they hayenotthis teſtis © | 


the guiding of their way z hath taken them much more 


1dentoft totheſaints, K|- 
| rtyr who was forced to cry outat theſtake , 'Þ 
Hes come, heis.come;" and hath beenſoſweetwhen enjoyed," | - Ps 
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Þ& & char they never repented that they did more conſult their 


duty, theninchonation , whenthey were at a ſtand abour- 2 * 


v_ 
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icular,, and did not debatethe command, eyen while 


Þ there ſeemedalyoninthe way. 


: Thar. they were never left without counſel, and di- 


re&ion,: when their eye was fingle,, and ſerious aboutir, 
and it was not ſo much wanrtof lightas of an hearttocloſe 
therewich, that made their way oft ſodark , but when they 
ſubje&ed themſelves co Gods minde,, they found? © that 


| ſuch who follow him » shall not walk-in darknes.. © © | 


4- Thar light, and counſel doth ryſt men infollowing 


_ thecommand, andthe praticeof knownduety, hath help 


ed them to koow more their 'duety , and that lighe did 
moſt abound when it was their ſerious Rgdy:to follow the 


ſame, 


5. They foundit was never in yain to enquire after Gods. 
mind . by prayer , and alfo-.in the 'remple to make a res 
ference H, a particular to him , when1t was too hard for 
them , but haye often ſeenthe Word evidently dire&ed to. 
ſuch, and ſuch a caſe,- as-if they had gottena recurn from 
Heaven by an audible voice. 

.6. They alſo know , that Gods following 'in light, 


_ witha powerful imprefſion-, his teaching the reines, and 
- inſtructing with a ſtrong hand, 1s nodelution, bur the ſure, 
and well grounded experience of moſt ſolid Chriſtians in 


all ages z yea , moſt diſcernable from- any falſe impulſe, 


. .and that ſome ſpecial piece of work and ſeryice, which God 
hath layed intheir way , wants not uſually ſome ſpecial call, 


backed with ſuch light z andauthority,, as in an ureſiſtable 
| obje&ions , to make them'go bound 

in the ſpirit , about ſuch aduery. | 
7. How Gods ſpecial dire&ing hand, hath beenoft very 
obſervable, not only inpreventing, and crofhing their way, 


' to withdraw them by ſome $harp diſpenſation ,, from their 


rpoſe, but ſenſibly overpowering them, ſo that they 


2 in been plucked as it were back, from unavoidable ha- 


zard z that they could not finde their pathes, ba 
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| q I shall 2dde'> they have oft obſcrvably found , how Y ( 
_ eaſy their as Sr madeto them when theLord doth coun- "| * 
tenance , and proſper the ſame ; what ſweer concurrence '! , I: 

of providences , how then difficulties haye moſt ſenſibly } * 
| been taken out of che way, yea, wind, and tyde going along wv 
E with them» in ſuch amanner , that they bave been forced- [| y 
\. © to ſee, audconfelfeadivine hand therein. LEN 7D 


FIFH. Inftance, i the promiſe of Pardon'» and forgiveney 4 
. which God hath given his Peop e in the Word Ws . t for ; D. 
his names ſake he will blor our their iniquity, and remem- by 
ber their fin no-more , yea, is ready to pardon , which is | 
exprefly held forth ,' to theſe who are truely humbled, | © 
Mz. 7: 18. er.igt: 34: If. 43: 25. | ; i 


Now that there is a real accomplishment of this , Tam 


ſure the experience of the ſaints can in all apes clearly wits || -** 
nes : what joy and peace this-hath occaſioned, whata ſen- b- 
ſible demonſtration, and ſolemn confirmations they have Y 
A had ot this promiſe, ſo as their yery bones might' ſing, | | 
=: ho is lekg wnro the , © Lord It 1s true real pardon.of fs ; K 


doth not allwayes inferre the ſenſible feeling thereof, and } 
when it is remitted in Heayen, there is not alwayes ade» || © 
claration of itinthe conſcience, burit is alſo ſure,thatthis is Þ} 
ſenſibly felt and that iris tryed by all evenall the generation 

of therighreous to have had as powerful an operation ona | 
diſquier, troubled ſoul , astver wine , or the choiſeſt core | * 
dial could have'on the-ſick, or faint; O! if theſe who || -V 
queſtion this, wete in their caſe, ro whom Cod ſpeaketh 7 


peace after aſtorm , they should know howreal, and cer= | * 
rain that is » I would offerthe Chriſtians witnes to this pro- © 


miſe. from many, many experiments , by vvhich the }-: 
Lord hath ſealed it to their foul, whereby they know afſur- 
edly:it is no fancy , or deluſton, 

t. Haw this hath as ſenſible a connexion with the ſerious Þ ® 
exerciſe of contrition , andrepentancein their experience.» | ' © 
a5 it certainly hath in the word, and promiſe; while they | k 
fing, thutin ſilence, and keeping up their cor Got, | : 

| their 


ww a > ” 8 


of the Scripture. 6r 


} their, bones have been troubled, cheir-ſpiric in a reftles, 
F and'diſquiet condition 7 untill once they. made an 2d 
F dreſle, and PRs foul vented by confething:o he Lord” 
TS which was t 


like a kindly turn ,-and cool ot a feyer. 
2.. They know itis no deluſion that is found fo certain a 
Cure to a-wounded ſpirit, under the ſenſe of fin, a wound 


- which the world and all its diverſions:could never heal, 


whoſe pain, and griefna mulick can allay (adrop of divine 
diſpleaſure being enough to turn all their pleaſures in worm- 


' wood, and gall) but, Ola tafte of this unſpeakable cor. 


dial, one warming look of 2 reconciled God, they know by 
experience ,,can give preſenteaſe, Ts 

| 3+ Itis no detuſton which they can command nomore, . 
then the ſan to shine when overcipuded, or the wind t6 


- blow, but whea it liſteth, which the moſt perſwading mo. 
'ral. arguments, can no wayes effeRuat nor all their former 


experience yea the letter of moſt refreshing prowiſes, 


which ſomerimes aretothem, butas the whuteof anegge, 


without taſte, until once the ſpiritbreath > which not on» 


ly, diſcovereththe ground of their joy inthe wort; but doth 
|| rang them to. rejoyce therein, when it Shineth upon 
eheſame, 


4- Itmuſt be no deluſion which cauſeth ſo maryellousa- 


| change thar after greareſt diſquieting fears, they have found 


moſt ſenſible manifeſtations-of love. , the greateſt flood on 


'F the back of the loweſt. ebb in their ſpiritual condition , 


 andjealoufies did utter ; yea , have made them enquary with 
whoye 


which-oft bath forced them to- retreat , what their feares , 


wonder, whence they are ſo chearful to day, 


_ "night wereſo broken, and crusht; whence their ſpirit, 
{| Should beinſoſweeracalm, thacſolately was likethe rag- 
ing, andtroubled fea. 


5- That this'bath oft met them, as a-bleſt ſurprizal , 


- and unexpe&ed welcom , when they have ina backfliding 
caſe comein to God, they certainly know , that when they 
knew not bow to adventure, and at what end of their ra- 
. veled condition to begin, counts baving run long over, yets 
. ontheir very firſt addrefſe , have got 2 ſweee:diſappoint- | 


ment 
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62 , Thefilfulling | 
ment to.their feares , been helped to their feet, yea, ſome _ 
times have had as it were the fatted calfe killed to make Þ| .* 
_ merry with their friends.” - ; Wan ' 
6. That which hath anaudible voice within, ſo ſtrong an - 
Impreſſion upon'the ſoul, which carryeth with it ſuch a clear 
ſarisfying difcovery of Gods heart ;* and love, is ſurely no | 4 
deluſion , while the intimation of that one truth , Your fins 
are forgiven, Of any other: word 'of promile for that end, 
they have found to be at argument beyond words , which 
they couldnor reſiſt, but for thetime , have becn as ſure, 
they ſee, and feel this, as that they live , yea, can no more _ 
wow call itin queſtion , then formerly they could get-it be= 
* lieved. f | _— | 
>. Thatisnodelnſfion which cauſeth them with another: ' 
kinde of freedome; "approach to God, maketh them know F 
thereis a Spirit of adoption which'ſets the ſoul atliberty, © 
from'the ſore _— , and thraldome under which their | 
former backfliding had/put them, yea, a thing not only 
ſenſibly felc by themfelyes , but may be diſcerned by 'o. - 
thers, while they cannot ſmoother the joy of their hearc 
or hide "in their cotmrenance ſuch'a' change of their con. | 
Spion > that truely God hath dealt comfortably with 
$. Hathnotthis the Saints in all ages wicneſſedevena joy... 
unſpeakable; and full of glory; which though but of chore Uſ-- 
continuance yet for the preſent ſo ſtrong, as hathravished | . 
their ſoul with the hope of the inheritanceabove , andclear | 
view of their intereſt in it , yea, ſometimes, made them ſing 
for joy » in expeaation'of that bleſſed day but, O! this is Þ - 
better felt then expreſſed. my * 
"9. And'in'2 word can that be adelufion that hath off 
turned the poor mans hell into a Heaven, which tryfts the* 
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Chriſtian-in the way 'of his duty, and the work doth 

exactly anſwer the promiſe, moſt ſenſibly felt aftergreateſt 

chakings ofthe conſcience by the law , and can make a ſad 

eurwardlot , ſo yery ſweet, and pleaſant, cauſethemcri= Þ 

uinph over the wrath of men, to ſing in a dungeon , to a-". 

bound; and have all chings under greateſt wants, look _ 
| eat 
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_ ofthe Scriptiine, 63 
Jeath chearfully inthe facein irs moſt dreadful aſpe&, yea» 
doth. make ſo great, ..and viſible 2 difference berwixt the | 


Chriſtian, and himſ ſelf.” 


SIXTH. Inflance » 1s that promiſe of encouragement , and 


. ſupport under the croſſe, which is expreſly held forth in the 
Wo | Þ 


% 


rd, that the Lord will own his People. bear their char- 
ges, and be with them in trouble in the day of their ſuffer- 
ing for his truth ; yea, will bind up the broken in heart , 8 
heal their wounds. ?ſal. 91: wer. 15. 1ſat. 43: ver, 2. Cap. 41: 
ver. 17. C5 Cap. 49; Ver. 14. Pſal. 9: wer. 9» 1[ah Fl; 
Wh, 12s 5m: FE 


© Now that this promiſe is 2 truth, and hath a certain 
accomplishment , "the experience of the Saints-in all ages 
will witnes , and we know their teſtimony is true , what 
atſolemn tunes of 'Gods preſence they have hadina barren 
wildernes, how great a cloudof witneſſes , dothſeal this, 
and'give their ory tothe crofſe of Chriſt, of which 
we tmay ſay , the fame , and ſweet ſayour hath gone forth, 
and ſpread abroad through the Church , the Fathers have 
told ittothe Children, and one generation to another, but 


hovyv litlea part thereof can beexpreſſed ! I thinkit would 
' bea marvellous record, if the ſuffering , and priſon expe- 
. riments of the Saints vyere particularly ſetdoyvn , vvhat 
$ they have found under the croſſe, bur ic is vvell, ts: oy 
- this promiſe, hath been, and this day-is evidently ſealed, 
," concerning which Idare atteſt the'experience of as many as 
dideverdrink of this bleſſedcup,, and were counted'worthy 
- roſuffer for the teſtimony of Chriſt, if this be not afaith- 

' ful, &truewitnes, 


Firſt that they, have oft taſted what communiton with 
Godis, in the ſecret dueties of a Chriſtian, alſo ir the 
PAPUCK oraliances & inaſpecial meaſure, at ſome more _ 
olemn times, but , O ! neyer knew his preſence'and com- 


 munion withhim , more ſenſibly then under the croſſe, yea, 


have found that the work , and ſervice of a ſuffering time, 
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- eutiar, and thenordinary allowance. 


"2" That they never knew divine ſtrength more ſenſibly, / 

then when they have been moſt preſſed above cheir own. 

ſtrength , that in the day they were.caſt on Gods immediat | 

care SY meanes of their help moſt withdrawven, 
efle 


they had neverleſle cauſe to complain, but might often lay 
. this as their experience; they thirſted not when he led chem 
through the wildernes , yea, that they have no time of 
their lt, fourid their mercyes moreobſervably tryſt them 
more ſweer, and fatisfyirig , then when by prayer , and be- 


Jeeving z- they were put co digg the well , aid wait for the | 


rain coming downto fill it PILES gt 
- 3. Thatrhey never found more true liberty, then in the 


houſe of bondage, morerefreshing company , then amidſt 


their greateſt ſolitude , while they found him near , whom 
We >. and barres cannot"shut out. in-the day when all 
things elſe ſeemed to frewn upon them, tha: their midnighe 


ſoiigs hayebeeh ſweeter, then all the proſpetity they ſome». Þ 


times enioyed,and tharthity hayeoft provedsthat the deeper 
anyarein afiion for Chriſt, and his truth, they are alſo 
the deepetin conſolation. - 364: ; 
.* 4- They muſtfay the moſt ſatisfying, and clear diſcoye- 
ries of the yvvardare under ogrchong » and$sharpeſt tryals 
that aſanRifyed exercifing aMi&ion , they have found one 
of the beſt uncerprerers”of rhe bible, arid he vyo:d then 
to be an other gens, hong itis at other times\, yea , even to 
havebeen that to them, vvhich they could defire itto be 
foas they are ſure it hath: been shapedoutc, and dire&ed for 
that preſent plunge their ſoul was mm. | ig 
5 Thatthete 15a very eaſy paſſage & diſpatch, betyvixt- 
Heaven, andan oppreſſed aMiRedſoul . an obſervable vent 


by prayer , and more ſenfible accefſe to Gods.face , vvhen 
other things have moſt frovyned.. yea, they can vvit- | 


neſs from experience , he ſtayeth his rough yyiad inthe 

day of iis Eaſt vvind. While be shutreth 6ne doore he hath 

ſet another open - that vvhenthe, ſtorm yvithout hath been 

very Sharp , they have foiind a ſyweer calm > and ſun - my | 
; | wit 
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of the Scripturs 6x5 

' within to make it ealy, and whenke laycth onone ſore tryal 
hewilltakean other off a "oy TO 
| 6. They .cantell what a ſweet comfortable parting ,'th 
have oft bad , with ſome $sharp tryal , that which at che'fi 
was bitter as death , hathin the cloſe, after ſanRified ex 
erciſe under the ſame, they have found cauſe to leave it 
their bleſling z and they confeſſe char the time of greateſt 


. jealouſy, and fear upon their part , they have found on 


Gods part hath been.a rime of greateſt kindhes , and love, 
the sharpeſt wounds from ſuch .an hand , and heart as his , 
bath tended toa cure, yea. that circumſtance, and ingre- 


_ dient inthe ſame which of all was moſt bicter, and grievous, 


even there they haye found cheir outgate & encourafzettient 


' moſt remarkable. 


- 7: Thatthepeculiar advantage of 2 ſandifyed tryal, is 
not ſo well ſeen in the preſent time, as afterwards, when 
the caſe hath altered , then they found a long, androiigh 


| ſtorm recompencedattheir landing, with a rich loadining of 


experience z another kind of diſcovery of God , his way 
& the certainty of his word then they fortherly had won to; 
fo asnow they can ſpeak of him , and the good of thecroſle, 
and adyenturing any thing for Chriſt , with ſomegreater 
eſtecm , on ſome other ground, then report , or an hearing 


- $8. Ishall adde what hath been the frequentteftimony of 
theſe who evet enduredgribulation for the goſpel; tHar theit 
remembrance , & after reckoning , upon this account hack 
not beenſad , or bitter , when they ſar down , & coinpared 
their gain with their loſſe , their upmaking with cheſe dayes 
of cryal , that haye cone over their head , that they would 


| notthenexchangetheir experience , of want what they haye 


found by the croſſe , no not for many moe dayes of trouble, 
and affliction; | 


SEVENTH Inflinie, is that promiſe ofctht word wiachin-' 
regrity, in aneviltime bath, that it Shall preſerve theit ſteps, 
aud be the beſt meanto help cheſe og chat keep Gods 

as mp OE way 
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, yea, eveiiinithis life tHall not Winrfotiewirnes of | 


Golem, Pf. 18: 25, Pſe 1127 4, Rev. 37 10, 


Taly to Hold forth che accomplitfitient of this; ] may. 
wi ankles appeal'to the obſeryation of tlie ſaints in 
At ES » who eve thade it their ſerious ſity to keep'thetr 


2 £ Lience ; and.theit parthents clean jti 2rime oftryal," if 
cir 


epetietice,” harh! tiot this teſtimony to piye. 
Firfttharchough at pteſetic, honeſty in evil times harh 
brought thetnitihazdtd, and with foſephto apriſon, yet, 
it th brought theth out alfs , with obſeryableadvanrage 
yea, how eFcrthe Lotd did order their outgare they have 
Fob: 4 this did farnd ther well; and alwayes bring t therh 
roa:comfortable harboury. 
2. Thar honeſty , and Faithfulnes hath an authority E even 


on Dag aa of their eniemics , &leaverh uſually a cor- 
 upol theni:” Yea, hath forced # teſtimony , and | 
appro ition , from ſichmen z & bathoftfound Betyerens 1 


tertainmenitzthen theſthave who in a ſinifiil Way have 
NP ealcthem. 4. | 
They have fotind'this alwayes he cHoiſeſt Wes 
and [bolt Rene oe a datigeroustime;* which hath obſeryably 
Matthen 

they have-zeaped ro fruits in the day, of their ſtrait z and 
times, of judgement , yea, though it hith- occaficried' (o- 


7 
Ig 


eine Ge Fernge. yer It oy been alſotheir lifety | 


and pre Ec Al6n foi er ſuffering 
4. though integrity 1 is oft Ende? 4dak cloud of re. 
yet It winnZth {ll well out from wndet the ſite; 
AP Shined ufuilly more bright afterward. So as they 


ht have had cauſe to obſerve z what unexpeAed meanes. | 


32 ord hath made uſe off, forrtieirtleating, 


4. Thar while their enemyes might have (vvere iv- "I 


forthepreventi goodues of God) quarretled upon ſome 
other gtound , they 


IEA, em. the ("7 of their malice; for their hotieſty 
and, that wherein'they haye peace before God), and have- | 


 becy kee ped fiom hitting on the right caule, 


6. They | 


ifthey fiad moſt trodot; A thing whereof 


haye been' obferyably led , to purſue , 7 | 


Ofthe Scripture. 63 


6: They finde bow: itnſpeakably ſweet this is upon ari 
after reckoning z and intheevening of theirlife, that ther 
_ "il theyreap a comfortable harveſt; of thar they have ſown 
1y W with nuch ſuffering, andreares ; O! then it dothnot res 
S 11 i pent chem that integrity was their choice. ws 
elr W- > They have ſometime found a hundred fold evenin 
If WF this life, and an obſervable vpiarion inthar , whichrhey 
| have beeri willing tolofſe, and hazard moſt.” | | 
ah 8. They muſt alſo ſay, integrity was never their ruine; 
et, WW butanourgate'was oft brought about ina way they could 
©: WW nothaye expected, yea the Lords shutting all other doares 
Ve 1 them , hath been thar he might open one himlelfe, 
like Hagars wel ſpringing upin the wildernes. 

BM ©: Thatitimaking this theiraime, when they had a large 

en i heartfor God, rhey have not then wanted an I 

n- FF forevidencing the ſame; their encottragement hath abound- 

id | ed with their Nuiry , and they have got muchin in giving 

n= "Y much or for Chriſt, thae there was no ſuch feaſt inche 

I i world, as they haye ſenſibly found in the reftimony of a 
BE goodconfcience. | 


Tl 


vB 21697; Inſtance is that promiſe which is held forth ts 
of Bl the Chriſtian in the word of (frength, and 4ſjitance ro ge 
4 abont Unties, If, 40: 29430; 3T. Pſ.18: 6,14.) Pf. 84x 5+ 
- P[:68: 28, | | * 


Toclearthis, that ithath an unqueſtionable perforiman. 
= I ce, 'Tarteſt theexperience of the generation of che rightes 
© ous ; whoever knevy- what ir was to ſerve the Lotdia the, 
y ſpirit;, who by many ſerffible' contirmations', have not 
5 BE proventhe certainty of theſethings z + + 

" F _Firſtchat whenthey have gone about duty undermuclt 
t deadnes., and ſtrairnes of ſpirit, they have fovnd 2 very 
© Þ} fenfibleenlargement , and got their bonds louſed , whucti 
» . furdlythey conld no more command , without the concurs 
© retice of divine help , © & ſomething above nature » .then 
4 theſSwh ſpread our the fail, can command afairwind, 
ren it is crofſe. 


E + 2, Thx 
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2. That Gods help , andconcurrencg; | wasneyer more 


 viſcernable' carrying them through , and making | chem 


ſtrong » then inthe day , that , to: their own ſenle, they 
were moſt weak s when they have gone about duty under 
greateſt feares, and fainting in ſpirit, w> 

oy 3 That when they had moſtconfidencein themſelves, 
and judged. they were at greateſt advantage 1n their going 
abour ſome dury', 'they haye uſually had the ſaddeſt rexreat, 


and found chaga ſure truth, the race is not to the lwitt, nor 


the battle tothe ſtrong. © 
:-4- They knew well what an influence divine concurrenco 
hath., not only upon their inward frame , bur alſo upon.the 


exerciſe of their gifts , yea, upon the commoneſt abilites 


of judgement; and memory , and that there is a moſt re- 
markable difference , betwixt themſelves ar onetime , and 
another , accordingto the blowing ofthis wind. 


5. They muſt alſo witneſs this as their experience, they 


found duty never morecaſy to them , rhen-when they have 
had moſt rodoe, and were keepedthrongeſt therein ; yea, 


when much work was laid to their hand , they then wanted 


not an enlarged allowance for the ſame. 


6. That their fpirits have been fitted for duty , and car- | 
ed through difficulties » where at ſome other time; and | 
in an other frame they would haye fainted, and thereby | 
feen, thar none needs to ſcarr at any piece of duty , when. 


Godcalleth them to it , for while difficulties have appear= 
ed greateſt ar firſt, the leſſerhey have found them atter- 
_ yea »' the hardeſt piece of ſervice oft made moſt 
Caly . . POS 

7. They inde Ged dothraiſe the ſpirit of his followers 


with a-ſuitable eleyarion for their work, and can fit them if 


for theſerviceof thattime, and ether tryals thereof, even 


beyond their ordinary reach.. . tab 
8. That there is an open doere, and ſenfibleafliſtances 


when there hath been work for the Goſpel in ſuch aplace, | 


while onthe other hand they have found » an inhubitioa 


deplibly ferved on them, the deore as it were Shut when : 


SHR6, hopes Pas 
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hath had cauſeto ſay this. 


ſtand in ſuch a part. ; | JFF 
* "9: Thatit 1s not greateſt abilities which make under 
takings ſuccesful , it being invainco riſe up early withour 


" the Lord. TT, 


10. Ic hathoft been their experience, that in followi 
the way of God , his candledid then shine upoa their paths, 


the Spirit of the Lord was with them , and ſenfibly lerour, 


the withdrawing wheteof hath been no lefſe diſcernable, 


_ while they turned aſide from him , that they have then 


been put to bear the burthen alone , and found difficul- 
_ 90 deſpondency of ſpirit at oncegrowing upon their: 
11. IT may adde what theſe who are ſerious in Religion 
have oft tryed , that there is no ſuch help , and furniture}, 
for going abour duties as aſpiritual frame, and nearnes with 
God, for then light, andcounſel , inward freedome , and 
ſweet compoſure of ſpirit have brought moſt ſenſible ad- 
vantage to them , in their greateſt, yea and in theirmeſt 
common undertakings,this hath been very evident, | 


NINTH Inflaxce, Is thatgreat promiſe » wehave Rom. 9: 
yer. 23, that all chings shall work, together for good tothem who love 
God, and Pal. 25; ver. 10. allchepathes of rhe Lord are mercy. 
and truth ro ſuch a; keep bis Covenant, I confeſſe it is not ealy 
ſometimes, to reconcile Gods way and this piece of his 
Word together , theſe who cake only an ordinary palling 
look of providence, cannot well judge , how ſuch things, 
wherewith oft the godly in their lite are tryſted , Should. 
contribute to their nod » and advantage; while nothing 
would ſeem more dire&ly crofie to the ſame; But the Chri- 
ſian, and wiſe obſerver can give another account, they 
know whar a ſuretruth this is, . that there is no real jarr be= 
twixt the promiſe and providence of God in. this matter 
and whatever be the preſeurt thoughts, patient onwaiting 


E 3 wy When 


| ofthe Scripture. 69 
' ithe tide was going back , and the workof the Goſpel at a 
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. -4- When his way and their thoughts haye moſt differed, 
inthe accomplishment of his Wer” and bringiog about 7 
their mercy, they-have found it-was to. their advantage , 
- that his choice, wasalway beter thentheirs , yea they have 
- been oft made to confelle, chat their ſaddeſt diſappgint< | 
ments therein have tended to their further upmaking. 
+. 2- Thatche Lords denying them, ſome outward thing 
.-whichthey have moſt defared;they have found(as afterwards 
" bath red) was togranc them more then their delice; 
" hehathrefuſedthem as it wereinan Ishmael-chac he might 
_ give themane [ſaack.. | SY, 


* 


-- Z». They can oft fay they had been undone if they had 
not been undone; that it was their mercy, the Lord took 
ſuch a way ro caſt them in a fever, to iprevent a lethare - 
34 and by foine $harp croſſe , gave them a wound in the 

eshz tocure and let ouit fomegrofieimpoſtume in their (oul, 
which Should have made their caſe worſe. <1 

.. 4, How greateſt shakings , haye helped their-further 
eſtablishmenr , foas they were never more confirmed then 
12 that about which they have been moſt brangled; yea, 
they have alſo found this the Lords way to cure their fro- 
Wardnes , and misbeleef by foine- further additionro their 
crolſe ; tharwhen they would not beleeve, he hath cauſed 
themcomein \upona. greater diſadvantage » whileas a ſmall . 
Miftion , hath made them impatient, amore heavy, aud 
preiling trouble hath been theircure, and helped them to 
keep hence under Gods'hand. - + | + i 

© F- Thar the growing of difficulties in their way » and 
ſome further prelJure inthe tryal , they have found, it was 
from the Lord, inorderto its remoyal , andtothe brings 
ing forchof ſome greater good ,-and thar all viſible grounds 
ef contidence, have been oft broken , but with this upmak- 
19g, thattheir mercy , they had ic moreimmediatly out. of 
Gods own hand, yea that che lefſe moderation was whileſt 
theirtryal hath:come to an extremity , they have found it 
tlaen upon theturn, and their hope, and encouragementoft 
wade to ſpring up therewith, Rs 5 <3 

Ss phos, 6. How | 
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the, Lopes & ering their mercy: whith they - 
= Ky Hf Wes mercy ,: and adyane - 


had ofc pic hath LOL: 
tage, which did alwayes tryſt them:in the ſeaſon». yea they 


mult ſay his way 1s alwayesneareft, and waiting, on God 


withour making haſte, dorh truely make the quickeſtdil. ' 


atch. 


7. Their experience can alſo, witnes;how mens reproach 


| andouting their malice that way to-ruine their reputation 


hath ofc been the very mean, ordered by the Lords to 
bring forth their further clearing, andyindication, even by 
that very mean. | 

.8. . How by ſome ſad crofle, hedoth ofr preveaval. 
der > which though trangeat firſt, they: have beenforced 
upon after diſcoyery toconfeſſe : The man whoriding in 
haſt cothe ſea port, ta have paſſage .over ſeas with a $hip 
going then off > fell, and broke hisleg bythe way, which 
was the ſay.ng af his life, for the ship , and all: ics paſſen=- 
gers perished in thac mage: yet, this was a bitter aKonish- 
1ng providenceto him forthe preſent, | 

9. How their loſſe evenby ſome ſad flip, and failing in 


their ſpiritual condition, hachreally rended to their further 


humbling and advantage, yea , that which broughtthem 
under ſome viſible decay, as to the wonted luſtre of their 
Chriſtian profelhon, hath freely helped them rogrow more 
under ground. to the root, and ſubſtantialls of-Chriſtia- 
mty. | £122 
4 0. They: can tell how theſe Reps of the providence of 
God, which ſeemed moſt ctoffe ro thar defign he was car- 
.rying 00» yea, looked like the yery crushing_ of their hope, 
have oft been the very mean , which hath wrought mott 
effeRuallyito bring about cheir mercy. © 

', 18.:1$hall adde but chis , as-the Chriſtians witneſs to 
.therruth of chis promiſe, . that sharpeſt reproofs they have 
Teemed the. xrvauods of a friend ; moſt prefling ? traits » 
:made the mean-for their further enlargement ,' how the 
Lord hath brought them into ſome dark ,. and'plunging 
tryal-., which then looked like a fearful pitt., hat he 


»might;bring them our with advantag=z, ſer their feet 0n2 
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= OY © The fulfilling 
_ Tock) nd eftablish their goings, yea, that inthe hotteſ 


_ - "tpaires' evenſomeoftheir 
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furnace, they loſt nothing, bur what they might well 
> OAT, 29036 PCs 1 


"TENTH. Inſtance, 15hall here ſet dawn, is char gene- 

ral promiſe. mage to Godlines, and theſe who make i! tier ſerrous 

fiudy that ut thall be'great gam , that verily «& chall be well with 

the righteons , for they thall ear the fruit of then labour , and na 

kerpmey of the command there u 8 great reward, 1Tim.6; 6, 17et-3; 

T: $3,13- Pſa 397 166: 1 OO Fe 45 | 
; | 


® This is ind=ed a great, concerning truth , bur a truth | 
which I am ſure none who did ever make earneſt of religion 
wilt call in queſtion; many ſure conyincing experiments 
bath che Chriſtian had. thereof through his lite » ſuch wants 
not ſome diary and record, wherein they can caſt up the 
advantage , they haverreaped in cloſſe following of God, 
and their duty ,' yea from moſt remarkable providences, 
they may oft ſay , This [had becauſe 1 keeped thy precepts , ripw | 
that this promiſe hath a large witnes, Ishall heretouch. 
{ſomethings which I may with ſome confidence [ay , both 
3n the preſent, and in former times, hath been proved , 
and ſcaled by the ſaints intheir experience. | A 
1- - That they never more effeRually conſulted their 
good.,. and advantage, then when they did with greateſt 


| finglenes conſult their duty , and leaſt with flesh, and 


blood; they did never more truely ſeek themſelyes, then 
in the praftice of ſelf denyal, yea, in that they intended God 


moſt, and leaſt their privat intereſt , they have therein found 
a very ſenſible upmaking. Z 
2. Thataſerious = ON to walk before God accep- 
tably they have found” ful the beſt policy, even in the 
worltof time , and have found his way then very ſatiſtying, - 
while it was molt their ſtudy how topleaſe him, yea ww 
bgve been oblidged to confefſe 5 that -when the Lor 


way was their choice» they have found ix alſ their r6- 
g- Fhoy.. 
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3- Fhey have found more real joy and peace, in with- 
, Randing temptations z 'then in any thing-the temptation 


Jyeth.” 


ofthe Scripture. 7 


offered, andin laying their intereſt at Gods feet , and their 
will underneath his, more then in all their carnal enjoy= 
ments; 'O the truſt, and reftimony of God appobarion ; 
how fiveet a ſmyle is his,” in whoſe countenance Heaven 


4 Thatwiwardpeace, andtranquiltity ofmynd , a ſweet 
calm , and compoſure of ſpirit, dothas reallyattend aſpi- 
ritual frame , and walk , as theshadow the body , and their 
beſt, and moſt comfortable dayeg, wherein they have tru» 
ly walked at liberty , have been when their heart was 
SOT TONS oy 6 207 4 wy RE OO 
ame. | £ 
"5; Thatrehgtion, anda ſpiritual walk , 1s the beſt friend 
even as to 2 contented, and comfortable lyfe here in the 
World,& that they have then moſt acceſſe tg enjoy themſel- 
yes, &theirlotwith ſatiſfation, when they enjoy God, 
yea, that neernes , and communion with him , rendeth ts 
the ſublimating , and refineing of their natural ſpirit , and 
hath been an obſervable help to their very common abilities 
ares, 0 Fe pan 

| 6. : That there is truely a reahity in the bleſſing , which 
maketh a ſmall ching ſignify much , andyceld more, then 
greater abundance. | | 

7. That when they give God their heart , it is then 

ſweet , and matter of ſati{fation to obſerye his wayes, and 
their obſervation thereof is very refreshing , how far the 
Lord condiſcends to their deſires when they ſum them all up 
in himſelf, and make him their delighr. | | 

* 8. That the pleaſure of relipion is in thepraQicethereof, 
and 'the way to, haye religion eaſy , is to be througblyre - 
ligious ,'"\thatdutyis then ſweer when men doea& from an 
inward principle ; and holines should be 2 more pleaſant 


work , yea, areward to its ſelfe, if there were lefſe mix- - 


tureof Hypocrify.._ 


 - *".g- Thar real humility, - and walking low fn their own 
- eyes, and before God", 4id never loſe to them reſpe&, 
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and credit. from: men; bur elf abaſement doth. obferyably 
_ go before lifting yp , anderue honourfollowerh ſuch , who | 
Feaſt bunr after yunapplauſc from the world. 


10. Thar when they were molt faickful co obſerye , and | 


improve 2 little fercheir enconragemenc , more hath been 
added > and chey never wanted matter &@ bethankful, when 
I IT to their hand were improved and taken 
hold of for that end, yea, they have found there is a 
mercy within:3 mercy , and. ſome peculiar mercy in every 
srolſe, which js only found and þroughe forth , bythe ex- 
Frciled ſerious improyer of the ſame, - " 

.. .X1., Tharmuck hath alſo much ſea(c follgwing 
the ſame , ſecret honef 4 $a God, hath mett them 9g» 
penly before men, and faithfulnes in Chriſtian freedome 
| Purchaſed them more fayour , and reſpe& even from. the 


- 


. workt, then when they Rudied moſtto pleaſe themin 4 fin- 


OY: fapy more clearly. the gaip, and 
, © #2- 4 02t they never ayy more clearly the gaip , an: 
NT. LOI » and yyhata difference there 1s 


\ 


;betyvixt theſe char ſerve. God , and theſe that ſervebim 
Hot, as inatime of trouble , and ſtrait,» hovychen tender- 
nes in their former vyalk, and that yyhich' they entertained 
4a.the morning ,. dogh novy' meet them at night , and pay 
them home vvich adyantage in ane houre of -temprta » 
tion. | . 

il : ; They wyere. forced to obſerye that there 'vvas an, 
anviſtble guard abouthis People in their duty », that the m1- 
 niſtry of che Angels: tovyards ſuch is no deluſion , and 
bar they haye oft been madeto-yyonder hows hazard yvith- 


1 


' nan hairbreadth, hath been prevented ; relief , and help. - 


Come as betyvixt the bridge, and the yyarer, ;hoyy ghey 
havebeen Fallypreferee amidR greateſt dangers , while 
AS 1t were an inhibition. hath been ſerved ppon{rhe(e.,. that 
.they should come near » \but not hurt, pins en mett with 
FX > that, they might read their preſervation 'from 
them. /  OSESOTY 
24: That an eularged heart doch:meet with:an enlarged. 
-  Mowance, and bearingburthen wich others of the People 
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75 
hath helpcd ro make their own privat burthen the - 


Peer. de et; Sa 
©.15. That real godlives , and religion > hath.as muchin 
hand , as it. may bearewardtoits felf3; which beaurifieth 
the ſoul , and maketh the face , ang converſation to Shine 
with an obſeryable luſtre ; that guatdeth and preferverh 
the heart from many vexing crolles , . preventeth fad 
ſtroakes , and ſorrowes that ochers are pierced with who 
will follow their idols, and the wayesof fin, whichzre 
bitter in the cloſe. _ "i = | 

In a word, this is ſurely found , that Ged is the beſt 
friend , and whegghere is peace with hum , things withour 
doe not offend > Wt they $hall then underſtand whac iris to, 
be in league with the beaſts of the field aud loves of the 
ground , haying'a ſweet aggreement ,, with all theprovi- 
dences and diſpenſations that comen their way, . = 


V, Thar the ſcripture threatnmgs have alſo 4 certam accomplich- 
ment, are found to be ſad earneſt, & donot fall to the ground, 
the Chriſtian can alſo-ſeal from his experience. 

It is not herexo be underſtood the abreara lags of wrath 
(from which belecvers arefreed in Chriſt, ) bu ofa fatherly 
diſpleaſure, which becauſe of ſin, may draw ideep » yea, 
bring forth very dreadfuleffetts , to witnes rhatitis.an evil, 
& butter thing-o depart from God, & that their own doings 
Shall chaſtiſc rhem ; & theſe threatnings of the Coyenant , 
if thy childrenj for ſake my law, '1 will puntch their tranſyreſſions with 


rods , £5c. Pf, 29: Ver. 130» Are ſure. truths which wantnot! 


inevery time a performance. 
To clear this (ere I {peak any thing particularly) I would 


| pPremit ſomethings tobe gonkidered, 


1. Thatthe ward is a perpetual rule» which inevery time 


muſt rake place, and though aMigion is 2 peece of rhe 


common miſery of man, yet , doth it not ariſe our.of the 
duſt , neither fall oue at an adventure » butdoth oft viſibly 
follow checraftof fin, as aflopth-hound , pointing atfuch 
evils as thecaule z by theſtroak ,& at the truth and fulfilling 
of thethreatnings, written upon both. mids, Wo | 

fl 2. We 


76 The fullflling 


2.. We should adore his ſoveraignty whoſe way both in 
che meaſure, and manner of his peoples chaſtiſement is ſo 
yarious , as thatnonecan infallibly conclude, whar he is rq 
doinſucha caſe, I mean we are nor to limit the Lord, to 
ſuch a way 'and method in his working ; yet , this we 
may afſert., and firmly conclude, that noronly thethreacn- 
ings of the word kave 2a perfarmance, hut men may alſo 
have, even before hand ſome more then probable conje- 
Rure » yeq, acleardiſcovery , what ſucha caſe doth thre- 
aten » & what will be the iſſue of 2 finful courſe, by con- 
fidering the Lords ordinary procedure, both with theme 
ſelves andothers , how fin, hath very cffecs , aud his 

ay inall ages , is ſtill yniforme agreeing with its ſelfe , & 
with the word. | ; | 

'3, Though a gracious ſtate doth ſurely priviledge from 
wrath , andcondemnation , yet not from aMi&ion , & ſad 
ſtroaks of divine anger bec2uſe of fin ; for he taketh ven= 

ce on mens jnyentions, even when he*will ſpare the 
ventors. ; 
- 4. TheLord doth oft contend wich his people for their 

folly, and ngyſcarriages, more ſeverely then with others, & 
ill not let paffe in them that which he paſſeth by in the 
world, Sichoor ug a'reproyer ; bur when light, and 
loveandthelaw, will not hedge 1a their way, he will ſer 
briars , and thornes , before them , yez, ſpeak by chaſ- 
tiſement upon their hones , to withdraw men from their 
Hurpole, | 
" 7. Itis known, how very deep the holy anger of God, 
_ may draw agauaſt his children , even ſometimes , to purſue 
them out of the land of the ayINgs and follow them to the 
grave » with ſome remarkable ſtroak, yea it hath made 
them dreadful examples of judgment in this life , for whom, 
he hath accepted an eternal ſacrifice in Chriſt, 

6. Ishall adde , this is the Lords bleſſed endin makin 
qut his threatnings » againſt his people, that they chould 
not perish with the world. O, whata bleſt exchange is it 
that the flaming ſword which once ſtood to guard the ors or 


' adathornintbe bed of their ſecurity to put 
' feet. Hof. 7: 9,12. Hof. 2: 8,9. 


ofthe the Scripture. _ 


life, dothnow ſtand, as it wcre in, the way of theſains 


ro keep them from running into the pathes | | 
. Having premitced theſe things, I shallnow inſtance, ſome . 


| wy particular evils, wherewith the godly are ready to be Over= 


taken , which the word , doth expreſly threaten, and hold 
forth the hazard of , both as re outward , and ſpiritual 
ſtroakes >. and give-in here the Chriſtians witnes from 


_ their experience 1n all ages of 'the truth of cheſe thre= 


atningss 


FIRST. Seexvitl , C9 carnal confidence , which we finde 


| the word dorh threaten 1s an evil wherewith Chriſtians are 


ready to be overtaken ; but they doalſo know by ſad expe- 
rience, what bitrer fruit this doth bring forth , . and thas 
therein the word falleth not ors ata ated from fre. 
quent tryal ,. they finde. 


Firſt thata ſecurecondition is the uſual forerunner of ſome 
fd change thar when chey. are-moſt at caſe inadul, and 


. dead remper of ſpirit , ſorne- sharp rouling diſpenſation 1s 


npon the back of it, either a groſſe ſin, ora ſearching croſle, 
henſ| ſto their 


2, That ſeldom reckoning with. the conſcience , the 
running on of ' counts for ſometime upon their hand, doth 
rayel theircaſe , .untoa ſad confuſion & maketh it a bitrer, 
and heartlefle work: to retirealone , or within themſelves , 


 yeey hathamoſt'dire& rendency* to a further hardening , 


& real upgiving with their dnty. - 

3. Thatwhen ſecurity , & deadnes groweth withm, it 
quickly maketh-them dry up , & wither without , in the 
external performance of duty » & 1n that yigoraus, lively 
appearance which did formerly luſtre their walk , & car-: 
rage before others, ſo as very by ſtanders may read the 
languishing- of . grace » in the dead exerciſe of their 

its. bins | ”s 
: 4 Thar going abour duty with moſt confidence inthem- 
ſelves. dath uſually give them the moſt clear diſcovery yo 
| the 
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cheir- weakneſs , ye}, 'when they have Iedſt Tookt for any 
croſſe , they have then been ſure to meer withit wich that 
ſad addition ; of being a firprizal in a ſecure condition ; 
whefte #s on the other hand they may tell, what refreshing 
diſappointments vm mers, oe where ſome eryalls Rive 
yn pointy ookr for. wg G x 
"'F.:-That ſecure ſporting' with'a tempration > may ſoon. 
enflis fad catheſt and 7 Bo hdve-Fornd- it very ward to 
dance about'the fire, and not be burnt, and the tempra-- 
tion ,, which at 2 diſtance ſeemed ſmall upon ancerer ap= 
proach, they have found had moe bandson'thetr heart, and 
was another thing then they could have beleeyed, | 
"6. Thi the ttieanes Whereon they have laid moſt weight; 
they have alſo found; have'given them'the Taddeſt dilap- 
poltntment , the purtirig of them in Gods room , and outof 
their own place, hath been. the way to cauſe them miſcar- 
ry > you, to turn their.crofſe , whereas -they have oft ſeen 
ſoneting unexpected, 'made the mean of their help , thac 
they nfi#ht know meanes are,ordered of the Lotd, and are - 
uſefi! ; Becauſe he miFerh them ſo. 92> © 5 
5. Thicir experience canalſo witnefs-that carnal confi--: 
dence deſpiftng the tryal ar a diſtance, ' uſually pgaished 
with carnal diflidence,, and deſpondency of ſpirit under the* 
ſme, the one extrefaity made the punishment of the other, 
like the hote , and cold firs of an ague, whichdoe murually: 
nike one the other mire intenſe , yea, rhar. their immo- 
after reſolved in as imrmoderat diſcouragement , as their 
Riroke; | | 1% 


SECOND. The Chriſtians anwatthfulne}; andintexinitring 
in the exerciſe of that ſo neceſſary and'edmmitnded dary 
we findethe Word. threatenerh\, and holdeth forth the ha- 
rard; thereof; Le#? ye tnter into rempturions, the outtnaking - 
whereof theirexperiencecarralfo witnts, Zuk;2 1; vi34, 36; 

Muth: 2.6; ver. 4. | 


£.. That. 


| .'S the Scripture. 5g 
x. That it is notealy ro uid cheir walk, and conyerſt- 
ti0h when cheir guard. over the” hearr doth flacken , burrhts 
giving looſe rains for I, lictle, may make fuch a fad,” and 
arge-breach , that matiy many dayes wilt not eafily make 
up Fea they doemlſo know , how a ſenſible withdtaW- 
ing of the Spirit , and drying up of thetr life, and liber- 
ty., is the uſual fruit which unwarchfulnes brings forth, 
'9: That this helpeth ro make their ſun'- blincks short 
cauſeth a low. ebbe after the greateſt enlargement , whileſt 
they-doe not guard againſt their peculiar evils and that ii- 
foally there doth haunr "2 condition, the ſwelling ofthe 
fesh, when the ſpiritis moſtenlarged » which will ſoon put 
them as far behind, as they formerly thought themſelves af 
an advantage. | Loan ets ta 
2 3. That vvhen once the heart lyeth open , it is quickly 
ſeiked on, and made aprey, with what a bitter Ring doth jt 
tetyrn ,. after it hath ere berry to wander? yea, doth 
find there isa ſwiftprogreſſe that fin hath from the though 
tothe rolling of it to the imagination.,, and thence to the afs 
feRion.; wherewith it is more caly to engadge, then tg 
Shakethis off. _ + EO ſi 
4--Thacunwatchfulnes hath ofc turned the moſt ſpecial 
times, and opportunities for advantage tothe greateſt loſſe; 
whichthrough theirnegle& of theſe, hath put them further 
behind then they were , it hath turned. their retirement 7 
and ſolitude , to be their ſnare,: made the deſert worſe , tid 
more dangerous then the city , and made them finde thay, 
vain thoughts the following whereof ſeemeth pleaſant t&' 
the mouth, will provegall , and vvormyvyood in the belly; 
there being no ſadder company then a mans ſpirit let looſe 
 uponit ſelfe, whileſt they cannor ſtop that current, wherets 
they hadgivena yent. ; ' 
5. Their experience of this can yyitnes that unyyatch- 
fulri®s , hath an undoubted tendency to caſt of prayer , hovy 
hardis it in-the evening to retire to God, yvhileſt the hearr” 
isabroad all the day ? TobeReligionsin Worship, when 
menarenet ſ6intheir yyalk* - Yea they. doe. find thatthis* 
rrill bring their diſtemper vyichin, out at doors tofome 
"9 fo {+ CU; 
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diforder ,  impextinency , or palſion in their words , of 


outward comet ur ication , a thing which experience may 


tell doth wound the ſoul , make fad breachin their peace, 


and dorh quickly oyercloud the Spirit , and unfir thera | 


For:communion with God , and going about of ſpiritual 
ws TH £37 A489 3847 & 267 ; 5 


THIRD. Toveſtramproyer; and egledl calling ow God ts 


axe evil alſo which the'Word doth threaten, and hold forth the - 


fame hazard thereof, as of unwatchfulnes , le# 5e enrer mio 
#emprarion, Fea, tht this is evena ſtep to the'caſting off fear 3 
the Chriſtians experience , from freguenr eryal car\ witties,, 
tharchus Scripturethreatning is true , Math. cap; 26: var. 41; 


Heb; 15; ver. 4. 


x. Thatrhey have found this theriſe, which givethlife, 
and increaſe to their prevailing evils; & rhat corruption then 
is upon a ſenſible grouth , as the lively exerciſe of prayer be= 
gins ts beinermirred. | 3 

2. Thar this weareth our their ſpirithal life 3 and bring= 

eth a conſumption upon the vital fpirics of Chriſtianity, 
ſo that theſe who ſometime flowrished , and kept green , as. 
by the ſentof water, that correſpondence which they had 
with the fountain of their life , while his dew did ly all 
piglic 6n their branches , hath through negle& of prayer, 
been brought to a poor $shadow , i although ſome - 
times , thegrearnes of their loſe and diſtemper , hath been 
* hid from themſelves, yet, might be cafyly diſcerned by 
onlookers. | LOT I REPESt (: 
2. That weating out of prayer 3 andof delight therein; 
will quickly make them diſrelish any other piece of Reli- 
Elon , pur'them out of frarne , to, meditat 5 or to-give 
thanks, or entertainfellovyship vvith the Saints , yea , the 
more lively, and ſpiritual theſe are, it maketh them the more. 
2 burden, and torment tothem. 47M 
"4: Thar yvearing our of this, isa ftrong temptation to 
2 further forbearance , and yvill ſenfibly vvear chem outof 
any ſenſe of their need hereof; and make them ſttangers to 
chemſelyes and tocheir ovyncaſe, ſo that they Shall Finds yh 


' 


|. of theSexiprure. —$x 


% 


 Uiſpoledandthe fewer © ands they haye , the lefle felc ne- 


ity of the ſame. 


5. Their experience cin alſo witnes that litle prayer 


makerk 3 heavy burden , doth multiply their Rraits , and 


cauſe rheir care grow as this is abaited ; they muſt then bear 


| their burden alone, and with heayines take counſel wichin 
themſelves > while they ply notthis bleſt by remedy to 
make their requeſts , 1n all things known to God, | 


FOYRTH. > ono the Word doth threaten defedtion from the 


 Ywth, andturning from the way of God ina time of tryal, . 
., 8an eyil into which, theſe thatare kept by grace from fi- 


nal apoſtalie , may yet through the violence of temptation, 
fall, /erem. 9: ver. 13: 15. P[al. 89: er, 30,32. lo[.B; v.11, 
and their fad experience can witnes , the truth of the 
Prin threatnings concerning this alſo, while they bave 
found. 


- $4. Thatin oneday they may adyenture on that > whick 


-through moſt of their life they have not winabove , but 


harh made them go with their back bowed down to the 

rave ; that their giving the Lords work, 2 wrongtouch , 
15 one of theſe things which doth ſcarcely leave them all 
theirtime, but, beyond other ſins they have found this Rill 


. come up with 2 bitter , and heavy reflexion, yea, in the 


evening of their life they have found this ſo lore bn their 
ſpirit , that ir could not ly hidor filent but they were forced 
to witnes their ſenſe of it before the World ere they could 
win toany eaſe, 

' '2. That this the Lord doth uſually meet, with ſome 
Sharp and publick reproof even before men that though he 
pardon his People, yea » give ſome ſenſible intimarion 
thereof ro their ſouls, yet, he hath not paſt them, as to 
ons viſible mark of hs diſpleaſure > becauſe of ſuch a 
c . 

- Fi They ſee that 2 crooked , and uncleanly way proves 
wot the meanof extricating theta our of trouble, Pers 

ke ag hdd rairs 


\ 


8: 


2 judicial ſtroke. 
57 Thar ipring 


acceſſe, or be made ufefull that vyay ; athing cruely ob» 
Gog incheir time 3 yea, kevviſcrhat publick backlliding, 


4t : 


doth oft viſibly vvear menout of perſonal tendernes. 


FIFTH. Unſubduedreſſe of ſpriit, and want of mortifi- 
cation t0' outward things » the Word doth clearly threaten , £h 


old aut its hazard, che accomplishment vyhereof, Chrj. 
ſtians experience can yyitne(s 5 Row, 8: ver. 6, 7. 


x. That God hath oft turned their idollto be theircrofſe, - 


pur a mark of his jealoafy on their deareſt things, vyhen 
once they pur them in bis room , yea 3 frequent obſeryation 
of the Lords vyay both vvith themſelves, and others doth 
$hevv , if they vvould be quite of a thing, chey may ſer 


their heart icmmoderatly on ir, ſuch eagernes, and exorþi. | 
 tancy of affe&ion , being a ſure elage : it shall cicher be 
| : 


theix judgment, or ſorrow, or ceafero 
2. Thatoutwardthings did never yeeld lefle then whileſt 


Don 
# 


they reſt them moſt , rhat whe they are eager in purſuit / 
ket World, andfatisfation there, their 5 KL ſen. 
fibly hurried with' many perturbations , 'fo that they muk | 
ſay , that which keepeth them from enjoying of God) . 
doth . alio hunder the comfortable enjoying of them= 


doth . allo 
ſelyes.  * | 
a : 3- That 


at fitting of ſome clear opportunity to giyez 
r:ſtumopy for rherruth, when called thereco ,. hath turned: 
£5 be their judgement, that they Should not have further! 


outs s to.grow cherewith » yearhey hay 
found & chewed in Gods way , hath more 
| ſadly another rod ,. and that there is athickÞ} ' 


—_— 


© 3. They have found that flow advance in the work of 
inortification\,. hathat-laſt doubled-their ſmarc , and been 
f [the procuring cauſeof ſome yery sharp cure, wlien-thediſ. 
eaſe did cometo that height that aſmall , and ordinary po« 
tion could not do the turn. SAR 7 hy 
- 14: That immoderat deſire ; and preffing after an out- 
wardthing , they have ſometime got anſwered, but there- 
vvith 2 Sharp reproof from the Lord, yea , uſually haye 
found ſinall ſatistaRtion in their enjoying that, about yyhich 
they vvere ſo unſober in their purſuic, give children, or elſe 


vea} I dye ſaid Rachel , he got children and shedyed, in 
med F bringing one of them forth. 
ther 5. Their experience can alſo yyitnes hovy overcarin 
ob» | anxiety hath oft cauſed things thrive worſe under their hand; 
s of | vvhilcſt they found neyer 2 more ſatisfying ifſue ina parti. 
cular, then by a quiet , ſubmiſhve dependence on he Lord 


forthe ſame: 


tiff SIXTH. The doing violente to light , and: ſiting yyith a 

and ] vvitnes againſtthe conſcience »-as it Is clearly threatned in 

ih | the Word, ſolikeyyayesthe ſad cffeRts thereof, hath been 
| clearly yyitneſſed, mallages. | 


fe, } . 1: Whatadireatendency this hath to the further dark- 
ie | ning of cheir light. and to 2 judicial hardning., and that 
100 | reproofs not entertained do uſually become lelie frequent ; 
oth} yea, lefſepungent, and ſearching ; their heart then doth 
ſet, | not {6 eafily ſmite them, and pur the tear in theireye , as 
M- | ſometimes a word, or ſecret rebuke of the conſcience would 
be | havedone, foas they cannow digeſt greater things » who 
would ſometimes ; have ſtood at that , which comparatively 
ſt | wasyery final. | : 

we 4. - That whenthey would not read their boſom diſtetn. 
ns | per, which both by the word, and conſcience was pointed 
ft | _ our, others hayegorleaveto read the ſame wricten on their 
I, .| forehead, andthe shifting of diſcovered guilt; andof all ;: 
* | fſeripusendeavourtoget the q_—_ raken up in ſecret betW- 


WIE 
__ 


we 5h 


84. - Thefulfilling - 


-ixt.God z. and them, hath brought the matter atlaſt , ts. 
Jomepublick bearing , even before the generation. _ 
1/3»: That their darkening of their light upon ſome priyat- 
intereſt/', . while they. would. again ,. and again enquire-if 
ſucha thing be warrantable , concerning-which the Lord | 
hadoncecleared their rminde , is a moſt perillous thing , yea, 
hath;gotan anſweraccording to theidolof their heart, and 

; > Sher choice madeto be their judgement. 


 \, Ishall bur adde what birter , 'and ſad experience can tell, 
” howdreadtuliristo, give the conſcigeuce a wramp which is 
orecafily hurt then healed , that deliberar adventuring on. 
the occaſion of a temptation » when they would goe to the 
high prieſts hall without warrant. ora calling, hath coft 
2? thenadear ; and they; have found that bold ſinning doth af. 


** cer ward make faint beleeving, 


SECOND ARGUMENT. 


. SECOND Argument.'ts demonſirat the accomplichment of 
the ſcripeuve is this, chat mit ouly Chriftian experience , hut the ob... 
ſervarion of the Church and people of God , doth in all ages bear 
witnes thereto, how the Lords way in theſe providences bath of mercy 
and judgement , about the Church , amid(t the various changes f 

| her conditygn y yea , inthe moſt firange thmgs which fall out m 
yo world , doth conuimncangly anſwer the ward , and verify the 
ame. 


. Tris indeed wndenyable that the ſcripture of God, as it 
1s written to the perſonal caſe of his people, anddothin 
their experience take place , ſo. is therea part of it ina pe= 
culiar way directed to the Church, the tulfilling whereof 
mtheprovidences, qand events of the time shoukd be the 
| ſubject of our obſervation, and would ſingularly help to 
confirm our faith of the truth thereof. TR. 
- Forproſecuting this argumenr I would touchit alicleia 
tif theſethree branches. | © 
wn . -.-1- How theſe General promiſes which belong to the. 
"Fl churehuniverſal , and concern her in allages, hayeanac- 
SI complishment, "2 | a 


2. How 


of the Scripture. 

2; How theſe threatnings alſo:of the word which doe not 

. only concern the church',' but have: a reſpe& to her advers 
faryes are certainly fulfilled z & take place in mens obſerya- 

_ tion, whodo obſerve the judgements of theirtime.: : /, : 

- 3- How the-Scripture'of God doth'clearly shineupon 


8 the darkeſt footſteps of providence , even theſe.which 


would ſeem moſt ftrange;, and hard to underſtand, -ſo.thae 
1t may be demonſtrat nothing falleth out 1n the world , or 
befalleth the ſaints*, but what 1s'moſt conſonant tothe 
 y | [1 VIE» v1 
-FIRST BRANCH As to the firſt branch of this 
argument , I shall bat inſtance five general promiſes, which 
we finde held forth in the word:concerning the church ,and 
endeavour to 5hew how very clear, .and obyious the ac- 
complishmenr of them is, if men do not willingly shut theit 
own eyes. me | 
- FIRST Promiſe wherein we: find the Scripture ex= 
preſſe, is the preſervarion of rhe Church that he will be with her 
ro the end of the world , and though he make an end of 
othernations, yet» will he not make an utter endof hery 
but while the ordinances of the ſun , and the moondoelaſts 
andas the dayes of heaven ,fo shall herdayes be prolonged, 
againſt her the gates of hell shall nor prevail. Pf. 49: ver. 16. 
Math. 16:18. Now.that God hath truely verifyed this 


| hispromiſe& is as good as his word, is a-truth. though, 


marvellous, yet. .ſo-very clear ,- and manifeſt, that [ 

agen Atheiſt-can deny, it may. be ſo calily demone 
mm /- | 

- Firſt, thar the Chutch doth continue , and is kept alive 

tothis day, itdoth certainly provethe truth of his promiſe, 

forit can be ſaid of her., & none can ſay itis alye, she hath 


 ourlived all her oppoſers., the greateſt of whom have found 


their grave in the quarrel over whoſe tomb thatlaſt con- 
fellion; of a greatadverſary /wlsan may be written viceſts 2a7= 
gem Galilee, hath not this deadly, andirreconciliable feed 
been perpetuar, froi. fathers to children, but who hath 
proſpered in that enterpriſe , he archers have oft bots 
Shs 4, 3 "anc. 
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J Temus. 
and wounded her fore, buther bow dothabide inftrength; 
25atthis day, this is' her wvorro > perſecured bur noe forſaken, 
| call doun , bur wor diſconraged, She who hath brough: forth © 
many children, yet , ceafeth natto bear , whoſe age hath 
normarred her beauty, her eyes are not dimm , hor her 


gym_ a4 


and ;confſider this great wonder , theu Moſes did at that. 
which was but theshadow , and embleme thereof, a bush, 
burning , and not conſumed, for behold a church kepta- | 
live , yet, till in the flames, and when to appearance 
conſumedit doth ariſe more gloxious out of her own ashes;. 
this is indeed the only Phanrrs, and we know no other, of 
whom that canbe faid » hath she not born out theſe uni« 
yerſal- deluges, which did like an inyndation go over her | 
head , of idolatry, and paganiſme in the firſt times , and 
Antichriſtianiſm with Arrianiſm in theafter ages, yet not 
ſwallowed up, which nay be noleſſe maryellous then when 
She was keept abovethe waters intheark z and though her 
enemyes, have oft ſung her fyneral fong, and rejoyceg 
yer the dead, helleatbedzerol her witneſfles , yet , they 
ave rifenagain , her drie bones have takenlife z and comg 
together , aud behold she is alive at this day. | | 
2. 'Notonly the Churches preſeryarion, but the conti-. 
nued ſeries , and ſucceffion thereof unto this time, doth - 
witnes the fulfilling of this promiſe » that in the darkeſt 
times > of her condition, She hath not altogether diſaps 
ared, even, when she was ſolong hid in the wildernes 
dut Kill in eyery age , had ſome witnefſes, and though the 
Church hath oft cryed out for the want of Children, 
and been heard weeping , bemoaning her ſelf becaufe they 
were not ; yet, we may ſay she neyer wanted an offpring ; 
to this day , Shee did never dye without an heir , and ſeed 
of her own , to raiſe up her name , eyenfince the Coyenant 
was firſt made with her, .in Adams family , and though 
,articular Churches have their ſet times which like the ſuns 
ve theſe uſuall periods, their firſt riſe, their heighe, and- 
flowrishing , and afterwards 2 gradual decay » making | 
way 0 the departure of the lighe, yer, this made p_— | 
| 6-4 EY on , you 


ſtrength failed , a ſight which may capſe, us no leſſe Rand, 


ok 19d the promiſe of Dog re (he Church yniverial,, whole 
how, | amp waperer puriour, nay > Shall nor while chic dayes of 
orch © Heaven doelall, 
hath {| -. 3- We muſt alſo fay that the continuance, /and preſer- 

r her of Y2Gon.of the Church , is peculiarto heraloge , .and can be 
2nd, | fd of no other incereft and party beneath theſun , forit js 
hats. clear that there was no Kingdome, or empire ſo firmly 
ush, || ro9tcd ». no ſociety ſo well governed by Laws , backed | 
ta» | with power, which hath had the belt title, and clatm, 
but cime at laſt did prevail oyeric , and madethe ſame 2 tro- 
hes, | ph<<of her conqueſt; yea, the greateſt Monarctues, and 
, of | flowrishingciries; have ar laſt yeelded, ſoas of them ir may 
ani f Þ< faid> vac ſeger oft wbs Trors fuit , buttime cannot to thus 
. her |= day » boalt of a criumph over the Ghnich of God , though 
and | 79 nation, no family, inthe earth could eyer plead antiqui- 


: 


not Þ * with her: | This 15 that intereſt ,. which hath born. out 
hen | 11 thele great revolutions that ſo of: changedrhe very face | 
her # ofthe world, yea, hath outlived ſo many Kingdomes, and 


7ced ſuccellions thereof. oral. 1-7 216, Juberatee 
4- It doth convincingly demonſtrat che truth of thispro- 


they morol the Churches PAINPY , thatthe Wedd ay yea, 


— *Þ greatc Athiefts may ſee , this hath net come to paſſe; ar 
ntl. an adyentnre + nay , norinan ordinary way of providence T 


Loch | but, by adivine power, moſt diſcernable therein; while 
keft Þ it is ſoclear. x. That no.intereſt , or party had. eyerſuch 
aps adverſaries s as the Church, againſt whom the powers of 
the World , and the powets of darknes have alwayes. been 
the | 2 foot. .. 2. That outward advantages have: uſually becn 
onher adverſaries ſide ; not only the great menof the earth , 
hey but theſe of greateſt parts andabilities, - J.  Thacthere 
_—_ will was never wanting to. their. power, and.theirdeſigne 
ed | nolefle. chen to razeherro the foundation. 4. .Thatthis - 
ant | <1mity. hath been rooted, .andirreconciliable, which time 
ugh tothis.day could never rake Up, 5. That nointereſtdid 
- ever.endure, ſuch. violent afſaults., fo many $harp barte- 
Ties. for. it 18 obſeryablethar moſt of the wars, and com- 
FR of every age »: have. been ſome way ſtted onthe 
Churches account, and what ever privat quarrels men have 
Op es "74 had 
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38 - -- The fulfilling 
had among thetnſelves , yetithath nor hindred the parſux 
of their malice; ' againſt the' woman z/ and her ſeed. 6; 
Thar ſuch who haye come oyt of her bowels , even the men; 
of her own houſe, have oft been her greateſt enemyes ; and | 
tyen in waitto take heratan advantage inthe day of her halt- 
ing. ' 7. Thatherreall friends bave of fainted inatimeof Þ 
her ſtraits and ſtoodafar offi, .yea, almoſt none of the Chil 
dren, which shee had brought forth , have beenthen found. 
to take herby thehand; $8. Thar the depths of Satan, in} 
her enemyesz 25s an angel of light, have ſometimes given 
her a ſore aſſault, ſo that. if it had been poſfible , and ordi- 
nary midfescould* haye reacht their end ; they shonld have 
deceived the very ele&. 9. Imuſtadde 'his further witnes 
to. the marvellous preſervation of the Church, whichin an 
ordinary way could not come to paſſe, that we find no 0- 
ther party was ever brought ſo low and near death, to be 
. yertalive, the knife was once at the Churches throat in 
Hack. She didſeck to adopt a botnd-womans ſonne in Read 
ef a lawful heir, when, 4brahkgmagreed to Sard's overture 
for the outmaking of the promiſe ; how nearexſpiring doe. 
we finde her m Egypt, when 2 ſentence todeftroy all her 
male-ifſue was gone forth? Yea , what bur a mitaclc 
could haye preſerved her > when she was berwixt Pha« 
raoh, andthered ſea? How low was the Church in the 
wildernes', and after in the dayes of the captivity, even 
broken to pieces with ſmall appearance of life , when her 
face was all blurred wich weeping, and her enemyes made 
ſport. over her 'ruines at the' rivers of Babylon, whet, 
the Chiidren of Edom. cryed out le#us raze her even to, 
the formdation 2 - Yea y could the Charch be nearer the 
orave y then when her bones were ſcattered, ar the graves 
mouth, bnt above all in that dark night when her head » 
and shepheard was fmitten,, and "Ion, ena ſeemed. to be 
buried in the grave with a-ſtone. put upon: it, whenshee. 
could pet no entertainment among the Jewes > was wound- 
edinthehoguſe ofher triends , and the Gentils inwrathroſe 
upagainft her , that for ſome hundred Yeares the great Em- 
pire which had trod down'all the nations about 3 TR_ 


+ 


ſ 


.  Ofthe Scripture. 8 
the ottmoſt'of power, andmalice for her. undoing. * Q 
who could haye thought the Church should outlivethis 2 
Yea; after all we finde her toſt, and hurried by Antichriſt. 
mrto the wildernes , an adverſary more cruel then any that 
hadgone before, where the Dragon watcht to get her de= 
froyed, bur how in all theſe, and through that long dark 
night she hath continued and maryellouſty flowrished , as 
the palm tree, under her greateſt weights ; ſo thar we can= 
not, bur ſeo that which her enemies being judges willnot 
deny , that this premiſe to the Church of her preſervation 
is this day fulfilled, yea, thatithath not in an ordinary way 
been bronghrabout z ſurely there is no inchantment againft 
Jacob, nor divination againſt Iſrael, all her enemyes have 
been found lyers, happy art thou abeye other People, for 

theeternal God is thy refuge, and underneath areeverlaſt= 
ing armes , 'el{elong fince She should have been ſwallows 
-edup 3 may we nottill fay with aſtonjishement. © O whax 
hath God wrought in her behalfe. | 


SE COND Thliſe, Which I shall here inſtance, that 


God had madet his Church, in the Word ; Of her mereaſe 


-#nd enlargement , that the Farth Should be covered withthe 
knowledgeof God, as the ſea of water, and her ſeed be as 
the ftars of Heaven, that her bounds'should be from the 
ſeato the utmoſt rivers, which was promiſed to Chriſt in 
the behalfe' of his Church and that shee' should poſſeſſe the 
gates of her enemyes. 7ſal. 89: v.25. Pſal, 2:v. 8: Ifa. 42: 

'V. 4. Iſa. 54i vs | | Er OE 

Asthis ron Dis expreſſe in the Scripture, we mult ſay 
it is no leſſe clear, andevidentin its accomplishment » that 
ſurely the Lord hath keept his Word , whereto the. event 
doth moſt exactly anſwer, and thoughyerir be notto the 
full made out, .} am ſure there is fomuch ar this day mani- 
feſt, conſidering the former condition of the Church; 'as 
undenyably proveth- the fulfilling of the formentionedpro- 
miſe whicheven to the conviction of greateſt Atheiſts: may 
be demonſtrat from theſe grounds. bn at #7 


F5 R= 3. That 


_ "ILPOR 


; T. That vaſt extent. which the Kingdomeof Chriſt hath - 


had in the World , for this cannot. be denyed ; that the }} 
CO a, .or Monarchy could never fo fai extend || $ 
thei conqueſt , as the Church hath done , -fince the wallof - E 
particion was taken down; shortare thelimirs of the Gre- . I: #: 
- Clan > and Roman Empire cenfidered with: this z- whoſe | 
bounds. have been the ends's and uttermoſt parts of the | a 
arth., where neither Greece or Romedidever ſet.up their } 7 
phees ; hath not the Goſpel as the ſun made its circuit | 6 
« 
{ 
] 


from the Eaſt tothe Weſtz Yea crofſed the ſeas, tothe 
dark northern natiens., thus fulfilling its courſe, in order to 
aces retura again z to the place of i —G_ » that it may, 
| _ ._- as we are {ure it$hall once viſit the Jewes again, and the 
caftern places of the World that noware buried in anight of 
darknes, which I think will be as ſure apreſage of the break 
of day , and ſecond-coming. of the Lord » as the morning + 
Star 1s to the World of the Suns accompliching its courle,, 
and that its returning again to the Eaſt were it should riſe ; 
hathnot the Goſpel now been through Afia where it did 
Not tarry for a night , for many flowriffiing Chorches were 
« here, andthe goingback of che tydefrom thence was its. 
 *_ _  Þ.flowingto anotherpart of the World , whichis indeedob- . 
'__  ſervableofthe Church, asicis of the ſea, that what it hath 
loſedinone part, it hath gained inanother z did the vaſt di- 
ſtance of Africk, its great barren deſerts, or ſcorching heat 
hinder the Goſpels making a viſit thither , ſoas it was once, 
a ferril ſoyle, and brought forth many famous lights , yes » 
ſomething yet doth both there , and in thaKaſt parts of the 
World remain, toshew the Goſpel wasWuely 1n theſe pla- 
ces ; and hath Europe though laſt, been leaſton this ac- 
count.? - Yea, what do mean the late diſcoveries of un- 
known parts ofthe Earth , but to make way for 2 more full 
performanceofthis progille , that the Goſpel might ſtretch 
-Its © over the line, which ſurely wagthe gold and 
treaſure Chriſt | id from thence even America _ 
- might haye her day alſo, andthe voice of the turtle be heard 
\ intheſclands, "LEE __ | 


4 
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7e extent of the Church as toits bounds | 


Joicphs bletng of the womb, and 


fu fiprin , the 


hate it, and wereneyer drawn withthe:cords of love? How 
* yery many have courted thename of a Chriſtian, and wooed 
the shadow of religion, who never knew thetruth thereof, 
which certainly isa convincing eyidenceof theGoſpels con- 
queſt, that ſo many knees should bow to the name of Jeſus, 
whoſe hearts were neyer bowed , orreally ſubdued rohim. 
_ 4-It isan unanſwerable proof of this truth rhat we ſes the 
churches increaſe, & enlargement hath come to paſſe moſt 
an&ually-after that manner , yea, with all the circum- 
DEN was tortold and promited, ſo that the event doth in 
Foy ing anſwer the word , for, Firſt it is thereheld 
ont, that from adayof ſmall things yvhuch men would by 
nf | F927 * ready 
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ready to deſpiſe, itjshould grow up as 2 tender plant, and | 
Tprcad forth its branches over thenations » tharrhethildren 

and che glory of the ſecond temple, 'exceed that of the | 
firſt, & O! hath it nor accordingly come to paſſe? * 2, 


% 


This great increaſe ,*and enlargement of the churchwas ro 


All out in the dayes'of the-new teſtament, when Chriſt - 


Should be lifred up , that chen he shoulddraw all men after 


him ; for warped 12s wr have thereof in theold teſtaw _ 


ment , doe clearly point at thetimes of the goſpel, & doth 
not the event here accordingly anſiyer? 3. The ſcripture 
holdeth our thar the falling away of the Jewes, should be 


theriches of the gentils, and that their rejeftion Should 


make way for. the fulfilling of this promiſe even the inga=- 
thering of the nations , and doe not men ſee the event with 
this very circnmfſtance » | 

4+ Wefindthe iſles, and outmoſt parts of the earth are 
givenco Chriſt, for his inheritance, and foretold as a ſpe-. 
cial part of the Churehes increaſe, and do we not clearly 
ſee there 15no place of the world , where Chriſt's Kingdome 
is more vilible, where moe children haye been begor' to 
him by the goſpel, we may ſay, then in theſe northern 
places , even in theſe ifles of Britain, & Ireland, which 
arealmoſt the urtermoſt parts of the earth , therebeing but 
licle from thatairth , and nearer the pole which1s inhabited, 
- yea we may judge hath been that Thaule whereof rhe An- 
£ients did ſo much ſpeak. 5. Was itnotalſo foretold that 
the church Should poſſeſſe the gates of. her enemyes, at 
whoſe great increaſe the world should wonder , the princes 
thereof ſee, and betroubled while God is known in her 
palaces for a refige, and doch not the event witnes this, 
that overall theſe counſels, and efſayes which the world, 
hath had to hinder the churches grouth , her riſing hath al- 
wayes! been upon theruines of her greateſt enemyes , yet, 
theſe who have been a terrour in the land of theliving did 
oft fall, and break themſelyes in that attempt, canmen 
deny. the marvellous progreſſe of the church how'from a 


ſmall beginning shee atlaſt pollelſed the gates z of hy 


* 
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ofthe the Scripture.  9g3 
eaft, and weſtern empire her old enemyes, and do we noc 
this day ſee her conqueſt adyancing on the ruines of An= 
tichrift, herlaſt, and greateſt adverſary. 
. 5. AS the fulfilling of this promiſe anent the churches 
increaſe is undenyable , fince men cannot contradict their 
ſenſetherein, we muſt alſo ſay this is a thing great , and 
maryellous ,\ which no leſfſe then ſome diyine , and extra- 
ordinary power could bring about , if we conſider theſe 
things ; firſt > that quick diſpatch which the churches 
grourh , under thedayes of the new Teſtament hath made, 
O might notthe pagan world wonder how. in the ſpace of ' 
two or three handred years , it was almoſt become wholly 


% 


- chriſtian; O ſtrange?! a Drocleſian , & Maximus fo griey= 
_ duſlyperſecuting,, and trampling on the yery __ 


chri- 
ſtianity & yer near that ſameage > this great Roman empire , 
aud Emperour ſubmitting to the goſpel which was fulfilled 
inthe dayes of Conſtantine. 2. How aſtonishing was it 
for the churches riſe , and increaſe to be.broughrt aboutup- 
on the ruine, and dounfal of the idols of the nations, who 
had their temples, and were worshipped as God, that 
the world should 'be made to renounce) its Bible , and chax 
religion which for ſo many ages was deeply rooted by tra- 
dition from their fathers ; theſe altars which ywere had in 
ſuch reverence , demolished z aud their temples made 2 
ruinous heap , yea, the very name of their Gods Should be 
thus obliterat, was not this indeed very wonderful > But 
Dagon hathno ſtrength to ſtand before theark of the God 
of Iſrael. 3. Thar it should be thus advanced by ſuch a 
meanas the preaching of the word , even of that which to 
the Jewes was a ſtumbling-block , and to the Greeks foo= 
lichnes, how this voice , should put to. perpetual filence 
theſe Oracles that for ſo many ages , had given a reſponſe to 
the world, might be indeed aſtonishing , yea , that the 
churches increaſe should thus be brought about, at no lefle 
rate » then the overturning of greateſt Kingdomes , the 
converſion of ſo many nations » Should tame, andcivilize 
the moſt ſayags and barbarous , cauſe the lion to ly doun 
Kich the lamb,and eycn make ſo great and univerſal a change 
h | - 


"Thefulfilling 
inrhe-face of the uniyerſe. 4. Doth it not ſpeak fortlt 
fome divinepower the carrying on of the chokes grouth,. 
and increaſe not only over the violence of men, butoyer. 
all thefe dreadful errours', and inventions, theſe thick miſts . 
which both in former, and late times have aſcended out 
of the pit tochoke her, thac we may ſay , the church hath 
not onely been helpt to tread upon thelion,'and dragon, bur 
outhe adder, and cockatrice alſo, and doth carry the tro- 
phees of her conqueſt over all theſe at this day. F. I would 
addeis it not maryellous how the churches increaſe, hath 
been advanced in a way moft contrare toall therules of or- 
dinary policy , by which ſtares z and empires have riſen, > 
not by difimulation , bur greateſt plaines, and free dealing 
for Chrift > ang bis Miniſters'did never flatter the world to 
embrace the truth ; not by open' violence, buta more ex= 
cellent ſpirit, & power before which men could not ſtand 
where # olichnes was made to confound , and outwithus 
mane wiſdome, and weaknes to oyercome ſtrength that we 
may ſay, Ohow litle of man z and much of God was to 
be ſeen therein. 2 


THIRD Promiſe which the Lord hath given to his 
churchian the word, ts the giorng of che Spirit ES powring out 0 
the ſame , whichis there exprelly held forth , & promiſed, 
Zach. 12: 10. Joh. 14:17. Pf. 59:21. And doth concern all 
thetimes of the church, though ina more full meaſure, to 
be let out in the dayes of the Goſpel, | 

' Tris rrue the Chriſtians inward experiencecanbeſt witnes 

. this , for thefe have an argument from within ; they know, 

- andthey arefure they have received the ſpirit by the word , 
emp ory Þ underſtand, theſe things which are ſpirituk | 

 allydiſcerned ; bur that which here 1s idtended , 1tisto/ 


2 


She, that rhe ſpiritis truely let forth to the church accor- 
ding to the promile, thatir doth accompany the trurch', and 
doftriveof Chriſt , and purity of the ordinances., as a thing | 
which from clear undenyable evidences , may be demon= 
Atrarto the conviion of the greateſt Atheiſt: for I muſt _ 
thinkeyen byſtanders , ſach who never knew any ſaving: - 
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work of the ſpirit ,_ bur live. in theſe parts where theor. 
dinances are diſpenſed with purity , and power, if they 
Shut not their eyes, may oft clearly ſee ſomething going . 
forth with the word - that is beyond yords , adivine ſpi= 
ric, and power which ſendeth forth its ſayourinthedayly - 


- adminiſtration of the goſpel > yea, by its effets, and 


ſome convincing diſcovery thereof , doth force thistruth 
in upon mens conſciences , who are otherwayes ſtrangers 
thereto. | : 
Now to hold forth the accomplishment of ſo great a 
- promiſe that God is faithful, and true therein, I would 
give in thele clear , and conyinceing witneſſes to the 
ame. | 
x. Theſe excellent gifts, and enduments given to the 
Church , .are they not a viſible proof of this truth * Fox 
it is undenyable, where once thegoſpel cometh that inftru- 
ments are raiſed with another "Bu ,. reapers ſent forth , 
whilethere is a harveſt to be gathered; and shaped for theit 
work, yea, theſe who were of mean ,: and ordinary parts » 
when called forth to the ſeryice of the Church, will have 
another luſtre, that it may be oft ſeen with aſtonishment , 
how far not only they exceed themſelves but theſe wha 


— were of more eminentnatural enduments, I would but ſe. 
* riouſly ask men who neyer laid this truth to heart whence is 


thar-variety of Gifts, ſo ſutably diſpenſed to the various em- 
ployments, and-different pieces of ſervice. the Church 
doth call for ; how arethey thus ſuted to the ſeyeral times , 
ea, to the very genius, and temper of ſuch a _time* 
henceis it, that every gift, and qualification is ſo fitted, 


_ anddifpoſed for its properuſe > ſome moſt peculiary shaped: . 


out toawake, and threaten, theſe Boawerger, while others 
are ſer forth witha ſpirit eminently ficted ro comfort ; ſome 
mighty in perſwafion ,. yet not fo fit to expound ; others 
moſt dexterous to inftru, yet > not ſo powerfullto apply; 
ſome the gift of tongues , and others the tongue of the 

' leaarnedto Leak a wordin ſeaſon to the weary ; to ſome the 
face of a lyon 1s given, whena heroick ſpirit of courage , 

. and igfolutipnis called for, to others the face of acalf for 
paticar 
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patient enduring in ſufferings times ,. ſurely it werea choice 
meditation ro think how with as great” wonder , we may 

Gay of this excellent body of the Church , as of the defes 
body.of man, how curious , ye, marvelloufly is ir framed , 

where every part doth anſwer another, andeo the uſe of the | 
whole, each hath its peculiar excellency , ahd ſomething |} | 
proper to everyones gitt may be then ſeen, as well as in the 
faceof man » by which in ſomethirigs they differ from all 

ther. | : 
T 2. Theſe more eminent extraordinary outlettings of + 


the ſpirit do alſo wirnes this truth , which at ſoine ſpecial 
times when the churches neceffity requireth ic hath been 
moſt diſcernable, when the Lord ſendeth forth his ſervants, 1 
, about a more then ordinary piece of work, either to doe, 
ot ſuffer.; when he is to plant the church in ſomeplace , ; 
where the goſpel will meet with much o polition , 1IsSitnot' \ 
then manifeſt how ſome more then ibary power , and 1 
irreſiſtible efficacy doth accompany the truth , before which x 
there is no ſtanding ;* the diſputer is then in his reaſoning . | 2 
confounded by ſomething aboye reaſon, the untoiward , i 
and rude are forced to ſtoop before the word, and tocon- Þ}-. j 
feſfſe they havero doc 'with power, and not with words; | y 
yea, theſe whom the Lord maketh uſe of , who were feeble, { 
and weak as others, in that dayare made as a brazen wall , & tl 
defenced city. | c: 
3. Is irnotalſo undenyable that now under the New Te- { 
Atamenr rhere are Miniſters of the ſpirit , and not ofa dead 
letter and empty ſound > That with the word , there goe cl 
along a miniſtration of power, and life ; whence a Maje-. n1 
ſty . andauthority attending the publik ordinances is oft ſ6 ſp 
diſcernable, thateven theſe vvho know not whar the Spirit | fl 
15 are made to ſee fomerhing therein yvhich doth dazle them v\ 
vvith aſtonishment ; vyhence is it that at ſometimes ſucha | th 
beauty , and povver $hineth forth yvith ordinances like |} by 
glance ofthe glory of God, evengoing before mens eyes, ' || wi 
vvhich forthe preſent hath madea vyonderfyl change up- I} fa 
on ſome very grofle men'and putthem inanother temper , ſo 
th 


yea, forced them vvith fear to acknoyyledgethar ſurely God 
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is near in the afſemblyes of his people? and T would ask 


whence is it, the word giveth law to mens conſciences. 
Should ſpeak with ſuchan authority , as maketh chem allro 


$hiver > that eventhc worſt of men are ſometime made to 


and betore the miniſtry of the word, like men — at 
l10- 


the barr upon life, and death , before 2 judge whoſe aut 


rity they durſt not decline. | 
_ 4 Its very difcernable what a great difference& an other 
appearance, there is both on Maniſters , and Chriſtians ac 
onetime, from what they are atan other, in the diſcharge 
of duty , asf theſe were not the ſame perſons; vvhich ap- 


pearetb not onely in theenlargement. and ſtreatning of their 


gitt, bur-alſo in povver, and life ; is it not ſeen, yyith 
yyhatliberty theſe doe ſometimes pray , are as a ship with 
a full gale before the yvind, thar iris then eaſy topreach , 
yvhenarother times there 1s like a Shut door, that even on- 


lookers may perceive a ſenſible languishing and them ham= 


pered in their very expreſſions, yea , as men rovvine againſt 
2contrary wind, the vyord vyanting thatſayour . & rellish 


it hath hadat other times, and this not througha natural 
.indiſpoſition or vvant of preparation , bur that vvhichall 


yvhoever ſerved Godin the ſpirit muſt confeſſe, hath moſt 


ſenſibly tryſted them vvhen they have thought themſelves at 


the greateſt advantage» for going about duety: Ovvho. 
can deny this evidence of the ſpirit, a thing in all ages ſo 
ſenſibly felt, yea, even obvious to the vyorſt of men. 

5. Itisalfo clear that vyhere ever the Lord hath had a 
church at ſome ſpecial turnes of her condition there have 
tually been, ſome more ſolemn times of the ſpirit & high 
ſpring-rydes of the goſpell, there was indeed maryellous 
flowing forth of che ſpirit of God after Chriſts aſcenſion , 
vehichlike a mighty current did carry all beforeit , at which 
time more ſuccelſedid follow one ſermon, then hath been 
by the miniſtry of many others in an age ; this madethe. 
vvofld vvonder , as if ſome univerſal enchantment had. 


| fallenonmen, vyhat that could bee , yyhich the morethey , 


ſought to bear dovvn, the more it increaſed, that made 
therich chooſe poyerty, and, theſe vyho dwelt in pens 
ET | ea 


# 
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fake themſclyesyvith chearfulnes to thedens. atid caves of 


_ the earth ; but beſides this, it'is very manifeſt that ina. 


large meaſurethe ſpirit hath beer tet forch to thechurch in 
after ages, yea, there is no particular church yvhere the 
light hathshined bur hath had it's ſpecial times, ſome ſolemn 


day of the powring our of the ſpirit, before the ſun vyent_ 
down ; vvAich may be obſervedeither at the firſt breaking. 


_ upof thegoſpel, . rat ſome other remarkable time, and 
change of her condition 3 vvhence 2 great tack of ſouls to 
Chritt hath folloyved, in aday yyherein an effe&ual doore 
yvas opened , beſides the reaching of theconſcience , and 
ſtirring rhe affe&ion of many others, under a common 
yyork ofthe ſpirit, which uſually goeth along vvichſuck 
ſolemn times. ; 

6 Thegoing back of the tide, aud viſible withdravving 
of the ſpirit from particular churches , yyhere it hath ſome- 
rime-, mnalarge meaſure , been let forth, is 2 very convinc- 


ing vvitnes to the truthoſ this promiſe; forit isclearly ſeen; 


at yvhata ſtand the goſpel is in theſe places vyhereit moſt 
eminently shined; that the land yyhich bloſſomed and vyas 
like 2 yvatered garden , hath been made as the heath in 
the vvildernes , and cheground from vyhencerain is yyith= 
drayven', and then that the miniſters of Chriſt, vyhoſe 
lothath fallen in ſuch a time are pur to very fore yyork, to- 
vyorke, as it vyyerez. vvith oares for yvant of yvind tocaft 
out the net all-night, and catch nothing; a shut dooreis 
them inthe exerciſe of their Miniſtry , duty is made 
burthenſome becanſe the Lord is againſt them , there isan 
evidentreſtraint upon the word, andits intercourſe is more 
with the ear , -then with the conſciences of men, yea, any 
liberty they find 1s to execut acommiſſion of judgement , 
and to denounce the woe of the Goſpel. O, doth not fo ma= 


nifeſt wickdrawing of the ſpiric witnes the outletting there»! 


of, andthar it isa certain » and realthing. 


9. TONE INe ngs, and trange convidtions whick 
way 


eyen the worſt of men have ſometimes under the word, 
witnes a divine ſpirit, and power going alongtherewith, 


that which forceth anaſſent from their conſcience to _ Re 


—_ 
FP» 


_ 
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truth, which otherwayes they hate, yea, maketh them 
for the time » wonder they should not haye been more ſe= 
rious in the wayes of God, yea it doth often putathornin' 
the bed of their ſecurity ; for indeed the word, and the 


{ light thereof doth torment theſe who dwell inthe earth: 


And truely this 1s 2 marvellous thing > which winneth in 
upon mens ſecret deſignes, and councels, doth reveal to 
them the moſt cloſs thoughts of their heart z which they are 
ſure mens eyecould notreach , taketh them down through 
themſelves, and yet, that the world knoweth not whence 
it is , yea, are they not forced to confeſſe , what a great 
difference they find betwixt the word from the mouthof 
ſome z-who are holy, and ſerious though held' our in great- 
eſt ſimplicity , then from, others even of greatergifts , and 
accompanyed with more shew of eloquence , > 4 {urely 
the one, hath an other ſounds andrelish, ſpeaketh more 
feelingly home to their heart, then the moſt polished di- 
ſourke of greateſt orarouts. 

$8. One witnes moe [ shall here give to the truth of this 

omile , even theſe eminent examples of the grace of 
J0d, which inevery age have shined , inthe firmament of 
the Church , ſome 1n love, and zeal, ſome in patience , 
and humility , ſome in the ſtrong as of faith , aud felf-de- 
nyal; which doecertainly demonſtrat a more excellent ſpi- 
zit them that which is in the world, whence they appear 
with another luſtre in their walk, and carriage , and have a 
fweet , and fragant favour of theſpirit to the very diſcern= 
ing of byſtanders , which truely s5heweth that his wind doth 
Fodg on his garden , whenthe ſpices ſend forth fo pleaſant a 
1Enr. 


j- FO/Y RTH, We find an expreſſePromiſe in the word of Delroes 
'þ rancero the Church o2 a low , and oppreſſed condirion , that: ſurely 
.the Lord will plead her cauſe , will deliver his People 
|} when he ſeeth heir ſtrenghr is gone , and ſave them from 
| the hands of their enemyes Pf. 18:47348, 50. Pſc 22:43 Fe 
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100 Thefulfilling 
_ Ir is erue, this promiſe hath its bounds, limits, and 
proviſions which should be taken along inthe application 


thereof, we know the Coyenant of God with particular / 


Churches is conditional only » he promiſeth that he will be 
with them while they are with him , yea y it is oft ſeen, 


_ ( andthere1sno jarr here with this promiſe ) chat a People” | 


profefling the Goſpel,confederat with God;following duty, 
have even turned rheir back before the enemy and in the 
holy providence of God, have fora time been given up to 
their fierce rage and violenee ; but ir's alſo ſure that chis 
. promiſe, hath an accomplishment , aud in the day of the 
Churches ſtrait the Lord hath oft appeared, by a ſtrong 
outſtretched hand tor her help , his own arm brought ſalyae 


tionto his People', when they ſought to him ; for Godis ' 


knowninher palaces fora refuge, yea > ſurely the Church 


might oft ſing that ſong on ſuch clear grounds as though |. 


with Ifraelshee had been ſtanding atthe red ſea.chy right band, 


 O Lord, #s full of power, thy right hand hath dached in preces thy ene- 


nes; for what nation, orPeopleis like this to whom he hath 
shewed ſuch maryellous things. | | 

Now to shew forth the faithfulnes of Godin this his pro- 
miſe, I would offer ſome few things that are a moſt elear 
and undenyable witnes thereto. 


'3.. There are fevy ages, but, yyec have ſome record of 


the churches condition, vvhich hold forth ſuch ſignal con- 
vincing providences of God, in behalf of his oppreſſed 
church, and people, as may bea.manifeſt ſeal to this truth; it 
15 true ſome times have been more remarkable for ſuffering, 


times of judgement.8& of a growing tryal wherein thistrath | 


hath notſo clearly shined forth, yea that long night yvhich 
the church had under Antichriſt, might ſeem rocall it in que- 
{tion ; but never the lefſe , if men take a ſerious look of the 
Lords vvayzand ſeries ofproyidence in ages paſt, comparing, 
onetime vvith another, what the ſtraits, and moſt extream 


caſe of the church hathart laſt reſolyed inzthey will find cauſe. 


to cry with aſtoniſhment, grear delrverances grverh he ro bus people, 
yea.theLotd hath donegrteat things for them.I am ſure, were 


afull record with that true account which might be given,of | * 


theſe 


ches haye met with , ſince' the firſtplanting of the Golj 

among them , wherein Gods veryimmediat hand for their 
help hath been diſcernable, it Should »ox - plus the World, 
and greateſt Atheiſts anent the real outmak 


| miſe. 


F of this pro- 
2. The confeſſion even of the Churches - emyes hath 
oft witneſſed this truth, that in purſuing their maliceto 


trouble and undoe her , they have but undone thernſelyes ; 


how tormenting diſappoinements have cauſed their very 


- flesh to pine away » and the cloſe and iſſue of their rage, 


forced this conviction from them ar laſt ,- that the Church 
is a burthenſome ſtone , to be lifted up , a party with 
whomuit is full of hazardto meddle ; haye not ſuch , been 
made todifcern ſomething of a divine hand, ſo clearly a- 
gainſt them , blaſting their counſels, and moſt promiſing 


- attempts, as if theireyes with Balazm had beenopenedto 


ſee the Angel in their way , ye inall ages it is known how 


\ the conſcience, even of the worſt hath' oft bewrayed 


ſomething of a preſaging fear. they have had of theſe 


-whom they .purſued with oO malice , and a dread- 


ful impreffion they had © 
prayers- - | 
3- This truth hath had the cleareſt witnes in times of the 


a praying people , and their 


Churches greateſt ſtrait, and extremity when difficulties 


have appeared inſuperable and an ourgate in an ordinary 


. way of providence moſt hopeleſſe, when viſible meanes 


have been withdrawn all refuge failed, and noneto help, 


- that in ſuch adaythe Lord hath been ſeenupon the mount 


and unexpeedly by very ſtrange midſes brought delive- 
rance, to 2 broken almoſt ruined Church , even as it were 
betwixr the bridge, and the water ; ſo that theſe who 
would havea clear view of the accomplichmentof this pro- 
miſe, may bur turn back, on theſe more remarkable ex- 
tream exigences of the Churches condition, aodthere have 
It, howott- a ſweet ſunshine hath followed the moſtdark , 


- andcloudy rimes a raging ſtorm hath reſolved into a refresh+ 
 Ingealwy yea, rhar wit 


2 further grouth of the Churches 
G3 tryal, 


® 
: 
2-5, 
= / 


8 - 
"xi k 
"4 


ofthe Scripture. 0r 
theſe more remarkable delivrances, that particular chur- 


7 ; EY - L +4 
MEG WNT URS ig RON ON on gat; Oy a 


AOKAg RE >; 


” » o 
Re © I TO 


DET Lew en 


. 


The ful6lling - 


1448 I Op 
Ns. 
. 


10% . 
tryal and doubling of her burthen , her enlargement, 
and outgate hath broken up. with ſo great and obvious res | 
markes therein that it was a conyincing return of hy ba & 


wreſtling, having further addition'of fomenew and ſingular 
mercy therewith, yea, ſomeeminent a& of judgment upon 
her adverſaries. | | | 
|:14+ The greateſt adyantage,. and vitories which men 
haye got over. the Churches , and people of God can allo 
bear witnesta this , that when the wicked have ſprung up. 
like- the grafſe , and the workers of. iniquity ſcemed ta 
fowrish, this very way hath the Lord taken to bring aboug 
amore full deliverance? Yea, ontheother hand, hath it not 
been very obvious' how the. Churches gain hath been 
brought forth our of greateſt loſe, thar theſe wounds which + 
ſeemed moſt deadly , 'by the infinitly wiſe providence, of 


God; , have; turned to her. moſt effeual , and through 
cure z:and mens unreaſonable yiolence, and rage againſt 
the Church hath ofthadan evident rendency to bring about 
eyenthatwhereto it ſeemed moſt direaly contrary » ſome 
further mercy -," and deliverance , then could haye been 
expected ;_ as the Amorites refuſing Iſrael but'paſſige 
through:their land did prove the very mean to givethem 
.. more then they ſought, the poſſeiſhion of that land for an 
- inheritance... | - gigs 
5- This witnes the obſervation of the Church 1n all ages 


can bear to this promiſe , ther deliverance hath oft ſprung 
up , and been brought to her hand from an airth, and by 
ſuch meanes,. as none would have expected, by ſuch, as 
none but God could. doe ; a fudden-report and rumour ; 
1-$4m, 2:3: ver. 27. Manes, that have been not only ſmall, 
and improbable but that looked direftly comraty, as.in 
. bringing the Church out of Egypt , yea » ſometime bythe” 


wickedenſnaredin the work of theirown hands, is it.not. 
obvious, how the Lord hath tryſted mens privat intereſts to 
put them on ,: for befriending his Church and hath cauſed 
the earthto help the woman and raiſed up one oppreſſour to 
 plnishanother, yea, often hath prepared carpenters, whence 


/ 


( 


|: 6. There is this convincing witnes to chetruth of ſuch 


apromiſe , that ſudden remarkable chavge, which may be 


gs diſcerned both on mens inward frame , and the outward 


Faceofthe Church, whena time of mercy , and enlarge- 


ment is come; inſtruments raiſed of the Lord with a diſ 


cernable elevationof their ſpirits to a , and doe exploits , 


the feeble then made ſtrong. , and theſe who» ſometime 
would haye fainted, at an ordinary piece of ſeryice dare 
with ſuch a gale of divine afſiſtance run, asit were, through 
2 tioup , and overleap a wall; for indeed this may in all 
ages be obvious , how eaſy itis to moye , in the day when 


the Lord moveth for his people, and ſtrengthneth the girdle - 


& their loines, that 1t was not their bow, or ſword, 
vhich got them the victory, but the very finger of God, 
ſanethingabove the counſels of men , or ordinary meanes , 


| which hath ſometimes been made clear as the noonday » 


ſothateven, at ſomediſtance , theſe who are wiſe to diſ- 
centhertimes, did ſee when there was a breaking up of a 
dy ofa Churches hope, how a previous motion , and ſtir 
ou the dry bones, the ſound of the Lord as inthe top 
0 


he mulberry trees hath beenthen diſcernable and ſome 


ptmiſing appearance from the preſent diſpoſition , and 
tenper of the Godly in that'time ( though we muſt grant 
mecy & ſoveraign grace, hath ofttryſted the Church when 
liitle of this hath appeared) which, like the breaking up of 
tht cloud in the top of mount Carmel to the Prophet , 
thawgh ar firſt but as an handbreath hath shewed that de- 
livranceto the Church was not far of. 

ti. I would adde this witneſs alſo; theſe convinceing 
providences which inall ages have been shewed againſt the 
etenyes of the Church, ſuch as-men could not paſſe with= 


. outfomeremark , what an iſſue theſe have had , who have 


ſonetimes been a ſore rod , on the People of God, yea 
aterour in the land of the living? How they have become a 
moſiabje& and contemprtible party, like bees who have 
loſt heir ſting z; their countenance hath been'changed z and 

| wi - they 
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it was leaſt thought , to cut the horns of theſe who had ſcar- 
{| tered his people. | | | 
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they ceaſed to'be any morea fear , whetdonce their work 


was done, and-thedate of. their c6mmiſlion tor the hum 


bling , and trying of the Church exſpired ;\ yea/a judicial 
ſtroke from the. Lord, hath been often ſeen upon thers yery 
judgement, and reſolutions, which couid nor then ſerve 
them to trouble, and aMit'the Church, the day being 
turned , and the time of her deliverance come. 7 


* FIFTH. There is this Promiſe alſo which concerneth 
the Church in general , as well as Chriſtians io their per= 


ſonal caſe , har all chigs work rogerber for che go: of theſe who rue 


Ged , Rem. $:28. the accomplishment whereof as 1t is wcit= 
ten out in providence to the abſeryation of men, 1 would 
here touch. - | W 

- This is indeed a great comprehenſive promiſe, whici 
in the conſtant courſe, and tenorof providence about he 
Church we may ſee, itdoth take place ; how thelc ture 
ings , and changesof the World , the moſi ſtrange emer 
gents of the time, the various motions z/and uncrcſts of 
men , doe cooperat together , and have an undoubted wet» 
dency to bring forth the Churches'good as though they ad 
ntentionally a& for the ſame, there willindeed., one day » 
be a more clear ,. and marvellous diſcovery of this, whin 


the Lord hath perte&ed his work , andthe myſtery of G4d I 


1s finished, rhe Church brought ſafe tothe harbour , then 


Shall it be fully manifcſt , ro what end all theſe ſtorms, 


and croſs winds inthe counſels, and defignes of men wee z 
theſe things which -1n- the time could. not be underſto)d , 
bur ſeemed perplexed and ſtrange . did really worke forthe 
Churches good , for. then men will ſee with their eyegajull 
performance of the word ; yet we mult ſay , even here, in 
eyery age, amidſt the 'yarious changes of the Churqes 
caſe, this hath ſo clear an outmaking , that there is no 
Jerious gbſerver of providence, but may bear wineſs 
eq it, | y 


1+ That not only the Churches good” but evet her 
greateſt good, hath moſt clearly had its zile , and been 


_ a. a a we wr. oo. .,:6@6 .j],. uo Xa = a —a—_— 


brought. 
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* brought forth out of the greateſt miſchiefs,. and hurts in- 
tended againſt her; that if we fearch'the Scriptute;, ard: 
ial 8 will curn oyer'theſe after-records of the Churches condi- 
If tion; weshall there find the moſt remarkable attempts, and 
ve lots ſuch as Pharaohs laſt eſſay todeftroy rhe lirachtes , 
ng 2mans great deſign to root our the ſeed of the Jewes, 
' that great Maſterplot Sathan once had on toot, rocrush 
the Goſpel, and the Chriſtian Church by crucifying her 

th head, yea, in-theſe laft times Antichriſts killing the wit- 
nefſes have all, as'3f really intended by the inſtruments as 


v6 | wellasthe firſtmovyer, brought forth the Churches greateſt p 


ag od ; ſo as the afrer-mercy , and omgate, hath cartied 
id ne viſible proportion ro her tryal, and to-the greatnes, 
| of her adverſaryes deſign. - | 

Cl 2. It maybe alſo'clear, if we but trace back theſe me» 


he morable changes', which have been up and down the earth, 
= # how dire& a tendency they have had cothis end ; didnot 
the bringing down, that great image of the Monarchies 
of witneſs this > Wefinde Nebuchadnezar raiſed up asarod 
Cle tothe Church , and Cyrus for a deliverer ; we may ſee the 
1d | Petfian, and Grecian Monarchies brought down, ro make 
12 way for the ſetting up of the Methas his Kingdome. An- 
tiochus muſt ſtand up a little fora sharp eryal , and his 
4d | downfal give the Church anew breathing , and hold forth 
2k to afterages, aremarkable monument of the judgement 
'S»1 of God againſt his enemyes. Peaceable Auguſtus moſt 
ez eryſt withhis tim&$in whoſe dayes $hall be aboundance of 
d:'] peace; wefindea Titus, ſetup to execute the judgement 
he of God onthe Jewes, to make way fora further enlarge- 
ul} ment-ro theigencil Church, an Nero, and Domitian' to 
ny help forward the Churches ſuffering', and a Conftantineto 


ies give her ſomereſt, after ſo long , and ſore an aſſault, and 


no' atlaſt, the Romanempire mouldred down for Antichriſts 

els ſerting}, toaccomplish what did remain of the ſufferings 
of Chriſt , 1n-his Church by that adverſary, {4 

3- We may oftſeeavery ſtrange tryſt , and concurrence 

ery of things, how inſtruments a& to bring about the Lords 

end-and advance his Churches intereſt ,. even\while each 
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_ ones doth moſt vigorouſly drive their.own proper ends 
and deſign , which Sheweth there is ſurelyaliving ſpiritin 


. the wheels, that ordereth theſe motions , a ſupream: and 


 * firſt mover that can. thus determine chem , whither they 


will, or.not, :to ſerve his end and. the Churches good » 
when they. moſt direaly intend the contrary. 


4-. We have ſeen how in mens plotting the ruineof the 


Churchthere is oft an unſeen hand determining cheir judges 

ment , and inclination to fall upot; that very way » then 
which we would think nothing could have been more dire& 
for her good and: their own ruine, how an Hushai , hath 
been ſent in or ſome have been ſtirred up amangſtthemſely= 
es (upontheirowniatereſt ) to break the pernicious coun- 
ſels, and defigns of others. | ragh: 

5: We have alſo. ſeen the perſonal quarrels of the 
Churches enemyes among themſelyes ,- brought to ſuchan 
hetght, and to rryſt fo j 
clearly perceive that it hath been fromthe Lord;, a judge=- 
rk ot cheirrage, and yiolence againſt his poor oppreſſed 

cople. . .., | 

6. We have ſcenthe Churches enemies raiſed toa ſtrange 
height, all advantages favouring them , until their ploc 
and. mine hath been. ripe for ſpringing , and lo , at thae 
very choke, {omerhing unexpeRed hath fallenout, which 
did turn their former ſucceſſe to their further ruine , yes 
dilappointall ; 'this che World is ready to call ſome iatal , 
and maleyolent conjunction , which cangot be reſiſted, and 
what 1s this ineffe&, but the witneſs of mens conſcience to 
a divine hand © © Fa 

7, Have we not ſegn,ſome ſoredash , and overthrow in 
the Church bring forth her good, and a more full victory 
when viſible helpe and meanes have been taken out of the 
way , that ſomething above meanes might be ſeen in her: 
condition, evenin that day, whenall hath been given for 
loſt; yea, truths loſeing the day upon the field, bring forth 
bertriamph on the ſcaffold, and at the ſtake, 

8. .\We have ſeen moſt deſpicable , and ordinary things 4 


made ſubſcryignt for ſome great piece of the Lords work » 


avery 


eaſonably , that onlookers might. 


\ 
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a yery {mall ching made the firſt riſe of Rrange revolutions, 


_ that remarkable changes , have been oft lying in the boſome 
of common providegce ; yea , truely we finde both Scrip= 


ture z. and the obſervation of after ages witneſs that the 
Churches deliyerance., and outgate , did almoſt aeyer 
come that way , by ſuch a methad , and meanes. , as 
Shee had moſt expected the ſane. and that Gods time of 
Working » may. be oft very contrary to our time of ex- 
eting ? | 
1I Shall only add, is itnot oft ſeen-( which I amfureall 
ages can witneſs, ) how mens endeayours to darken the 
truth by errour , 'hath- been an eftecual meanes for its fur= 


ther clearing 2 . That the growing of a tryal, a viotent, . 


and ſore exacting upon the Church , hath kindly wroughc 
towards her outgate , and enlargement. , her meat hath 
been oft brought eyen out of the eater, by midſes'meſt 
deſtruftive thereto, andaſyvord muſt pierce the Churches 
heart, that the thoughts of many may be diſcovered »' 2 
time of piecanion muſt help to cure. the diviſions amongſt; 
the god Y » 

proſperity could not doe; yea > itisoft ſeen, vyhich form- 
er ages can alſo vvitneſs that the very undoing of the 
Churob , hath been Gods bleſt vvay , to keep her from 
þeing undone « 


THE SECOND BRANCH 


Oth concern theſe Screprure chreatnings which are beld forth 
D in the ward » with a reſpect to che wvifible Cherch, and againſt 
2, people profciling the Goſpel , that no priviledges they 
have aboye others shall execm thera from judgment, yea 
and from very fad ſtrokes, he hath knowen them aboye the 
reſt of the World, he will contend with them moſt ſeverely 
becauſe of ſin; and ſuch-parcicular evils as we find the Word 
threatneth. | vice 

I touched a little ſome Scripture - threatnings, - in;the 
preceeding argument as concerned Chriſtians in theirpri- 
er fg vat 


of the Scripture. 107 ; 


and bring them together in the furnace, vyluck / \ 
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vat experience 3 what I here incend is to point ac this 
eruth, as 1c 1s written in the providences , and judgments 
of everytime to mens obſcryation , how judgments from 
the Lord which point, as with the finger , at the abound- 
ing fins of thattime, do reachaland, and particular Chur- 
Ches , according to the threatnings ofxthe word ; this is 
indeed manifeſt , that the greateſt promiſes made co a 
people , -we find backed with ſaddeſt rhreacnings , and ac- 
cordingly we find, the greateſt monuments ot wrath have 
uſually been ſetup, where ſometimes the largeſt offers of 
the Goſpel were, yea, that the-anger of the Lord may 
draw ſo deep againſt 2 people profeſſing his name, as to 

. make their land deſolate, and the high waycs chereof mourn; 
for in this precin& of the Church doth both judgement 
and:mercy moſt eminently $shine forth , and the Lords | 
way _—_ , doth differ from that he hath wich any other 
ccople. 
T Now to clear this grave truth alitle , how theſe threatn- 

2ngs of the word, againſt a nation, and people becauſe of 
finarealſo verifyed, in their judgements , 1 shall couch 2 
few inftarices , that are moſt known, and obvious » where 
we may lay the word, and obſeryation of the Church to- 
aether , and fee how they anſwer one the other. 
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Firſt we find the Threatnings of the word do point at the time 
of a peoples judgement , 1 Theſ. 2, ver.16. Rev. 14: ver. 151 18. , 
har when they fill up the meaſure of their fin, and their - 
cup is full}, the Lord will not then defer the execution ; 
until the cup of the Amorites was full he did let themalone; 
| and we find an anſwerdeferred to the cry of the ſoulsunder 
the altar for avenging their blood on Antichriſt , be- 
cauſe that accurſed party had yer more ro do againſt 
IM » andthe Saints more to ſuffer under their 
hand. | 
__ .. Nowto witneſs the-accomplishment of -this ; letus but 
conſider whar in all times may be obſerved, Firſt that there | 
is 20 ordinary grouth z and height of ſin, which aland com- 
eth ro before-deſttuRion'z: Cine national; and-univerſal 
; h ſpreading 
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ſpreading thereof, prodigious outbreakings, the utter re- 
jecting of reproof, which s5hew that apeoples caſe, muft 
then be on ſome turn, yea» that ſtrange, and unuſuall fin- 
ning, uſeth to go before, ſome ſtrange ſtroke, 2, Before 
judgement come, is it not ſeen, how the fin of a people 
harh become ſo daring , that it hath had a loud cry ; yea, 
thei caſe hath been ſuch as did juſtify, the Lords procedure 
againſt them, even inthe conſcience ofall lookers, that he 
did 1t not without much cauſe? 3: Is it not eaſy for ſuchas 
are wiſe to know the times , to ſee night coming ona land , 
when fin is at ſome dreadful height, by conlidering the 
word , and the Lords uſual way with a people in ſuch a caſe ? 
Yea, hath therenotthen been ſome ſpecial forwarnings, a 
morethen ordinary impreſſion of judgement upon the ſpirits 
of thegodly? the hiding of many of them 1n the grave, 
which , as threatning preſages , hath shewed the near ap. 
proache of aſtroke. - 4. There doth not uſually wanteyen 
ſome Noah, or Jonas , the Miniſters of God ſent forth to 
threaren, who as watchmen upon. the wallare diſcerning 
hazard at diſtance, yea, with an obſervable preſſure then 
upon their ſpirit; and a more ther ordinary aggreement 

amongſt themſelves to cry out, and give theþeople warn- 
ing, when the time of judgement hath been drawing 

near. | 

_ 2. Itisclear , there. are ſome (pecial evils, and ſins of 4 time, 

whichwe find the word moſt dreddfully doth threaten , yea 1n 2 pe= 

culiar wayit doth put a mark upon them that though the 

Lord jShould paſſe by many infirmities in a Church, and 


people profeſling his name; yet, for ſuch, and such ſins 


as we find, in Lg20s 1: vir. 2, he will not turn away the 
punishment thereof, but hath ſolemnly declared, by his 
truth and faithfulnes , that theſe $hall not paſſe withouc 
ſome viſible mark , even before the world, of his anger , 
now inthis the Scripture is clear, andlets us see there are 


| ſome fins more particularly threatned, ſome land.deſtroy= 


ing fins that haveasit were the marke ſer'on them, which 
doe eſpecially provoke the holy indignation, and jealou- 
ie of God; ſuch as idolaryy , corrupting the Worshipof God; 


Perjury 
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Perjury , 4nd Covenane-breaking, Shall they break my Cove: 
nant, and efcape faith the Lord , £7, 17: ver. 15; alſs 
departing from God, and his way , for this the land $hill 
be defolar as in” /erem. 9: ver. 12, 13. yea blood guiltines 
which the earth shall not cover, and for which the sword 
$hall got depert,” even from the houſe & family of Dayid, 
2 $477. 12: 10> . 

Now to evidence the accomplishment hereof T shall 
point at ſomethings. moſt obvious ro the obſeryation of 
every time , how terribly the Lord uſeth to plead for ſuch 
chings, and by ſome exemplary ſtroke, and judgement 

oint them out, as we find thetn particularly ſer by them. 
Felves iathe word, and threatnings thereof. 

Firſthow in theſe fins, thus marked , men may ſee how 
their judgemeats uſe not wholly to be deferred to anothet 
world, but chough much is oft paſſed here, and laid over 
ro that laſt, and great judgement , yet upon ſuch fins the 
Lord hath put ſome mark of his diſpleaſure, even inthis 
life. . 2.. That for theſe he uſeth ro contend, before the 
fun , and in the view of men: his judgements are indeed ofc 


ſecret, and dge conſume as 2 moth, butupon ſuch fins we |, 
may frequently ſee , ſome publick, and viſible ſtroke is 


made to tollow that the world cannot paſſe withoutare= 
mark. 3. That the Lord alſo uſeth to bea very ſwift wit- 
neſs againſt ſuchevils, for as we find the oppreſſion of the 
Church hatha lowd cxy , and the blood oof the ſaints « how 
long 2 it is alfo ſeen theſe forementioned fins, do much 
haſten judgement, ſo as ſeldome that generation paſſerh 
away without ſome witneſs thereto ; it 1srarely found that 
ſome great reyolt of a people from God , 'and breaking Co- 
venant with him , doth ly long oyer unpunished, nor doth 
the hoary head of the yiolent. and bloody man go oft to 
the grave in peace. 4; Thar theſe ſins- uſe to be followed 


with ſome very dreadful , and eminent ſtroke, they have - 


made the land deſolat , their cityes ſomerime waſt, and a 
- ruinous heap, yea, houſes great, and fair to be without 
inhabitans;_ ſo as men have with aſtonishmear enquired , 
why is all-this comed to paſſe ; and-it was eaſy toanſwer , 

| even 
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even for ſuch, and ſuch evils hath the Lord done this 
according to his word. 5. Thar a divine handlſeth co be 


moſt diſcernablein the punishment of ſuch fins becauſe of a 


very clear reſemblance betwixt them, and the ſtroke, which 


| hath forced their own conſcience , as well as of onlookers 


to confeſſe the Righteouſnes of God therein. 6. That the 


. Lord willputſomemark of nis anger on the choiſeſt of his 
ſervants for any accethion to ſuch fins, theſe to whom he 


hath given their ſoul for a prey , haveyer got a fore outward 
ſtroke, upon ſuch anaccount, which hath follewed them to 


the grave; forthis the ſword shall nor depart from Davids 


houſe: Jdolatry rent the Kingdome- from the poſterity of 


Salomon. Jonas $hall not efcape for his rebellion, yea, - 


God was wroth with Moſes , and no intreaty shall hinder 
his dying inthe wildernes. I'may adde, hath not the Lords 
controverſy on this ground even reached their poſterity , 
which may $hev that theſe threatnings are ſad earneft , and 
ſuch fins are not more particularly pointed atin the word 
then they have been in after ages made exemplary in 
judgement. 


3. peoples lukwarmeneſſe their ſlighting of the goſpel ,, and 
not Bed xo loyeof the yy we find ſadly , wn 
inthe word, Rev. 3: ver. 15,16. 2 Theſs. 2: ver. 10,11, and 
truelywe muſt fay, they have-not fallen to the ground in 
iny age withoutan accomplishment , as frequent obſerya. 
tion can witneſs. Firſt how a peoples entring upona Re- 
ligious way, their purſuing a form of reformation, and not 
through for God therein, but on carnal rome » hath 
thus put them ina worſe condition then before , for truely 
mens hypocriſy, ingoing about a good work doth threaten 
more, thenthe performance thereof doth promiſe. Jehy 
got 2 temporal reward but his poſterity muſt at Tength 
reckon for all: the blood of Jezreel. 2. That no people 
uſe to be furder from getting good of the goſpel then 
ſuch who have been under moſt clear > and greateſt 
convigtions), ſoas it is found, there is oft moreacceſſets 


| gainamongftthe ſavages, then theſe who have fit their day 


while 
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while the tide Vid flow., yea » miniſters 'have found 
moſt diſequragement to labour in theſe parts where the . 
word hath becnlongpreached. withpower. 3. 1t is ſeen, | 


how light not improved will turn a People more srofle, 
and is uſually:followed withſome remarkable grouth 1n fin, 
' that the more the word doth puta reſtraint on mens corrup- 


tiony:the more-it/rageth ;- ſoas it may be obſerved what a _ 


yery. blackdy y and collour , the powerful preaching of the 
- Golpel hath put upon a People, as2 yiſible mark of judge- 
meat on{uch who profit not thereby. 4 Is it notſeen how 
mens formalityin the matters of God hath been oft punish- 
edcyenwith the taking away of the forme z Yea, thar ſel= 


dome errour , and deluſion doth wanta harveſt amongſt a 
People 'who: receive. not the truth -1n love. © 5. Hathnot | 


fighting of the Goſpel been ar laſt followed with ſome vi=- 


fible reraive', and inhibition, both upon the ordinances , 


and diſpenſers thereof, -a judicial withdrawing of the Spi- 
rit-z. 8 tothe workofconverfion, and convictions: where. ' 
by the:Lord doth plainly ceaſe to be a reprover to ſuch, 
yea, even faith , bind up the Law., and ſeal the Teſtie 
mony. : ::.{:/: - | : 

'. 4+ The Word. doth alſo threaten carnal Security \( 2 diſeaſe 


whereof the Church is oftin great hazard) yea» we find it - 


halds:;forth-4'certain connexion betwixt ſpiritual judge= 
ments.upona People, and fome outward ſtrokes'to follow 
thereon.) thattheſe whoareurider that firſtwoe,'andplague 
upon their ſpirits, arethen near, 'to ſome judgement upon 


their £221 np and may: expeet ap. Lang ; in hear- | 


ing chey hall notunderftand; '&c;- 'bur'the'Eloſeis, until 
thecities be conſumdwithour inhabitants, andithere bean 
utter-defolation, yea ;/ we! find-jndgement' doth begin as 2 
moth m'that 5. ot Hos. burinche 1.4; ver. itdothtutn aclaſt 
tobea lyon;! - We may truely-ſay: the fulfilling of this hath” 
inall ages of the: Church; been;obyious. - +3//Thar as che 
firſtparcofrhe Churches deliverance is uſuallyſpiritual , io ' 
it is found the-frit ſteps of rjadgement?/ aud the execution 


thereof ag ainſta People; hartibeenupon their ſpitits z'that 


ſerious dilcerners. of the-time-might know'ehþt chenight 


Was 


. 


| 


S W es. 0D S» v3 g& 55S {5 2 þ (TD os 


F. 

of 

$4 

Bo 

4 bk 
r 

© % 


. judgement of God on. his nomyes ; bur as for theſemen 


of the Sexipare, 113 
was faft coming on; and fome ſad qutward ftroke on aland , 
by che abouading of ſpiritual judgements. 2. Friis clear 
themoſt dreadful ſtrokes: that 'eyver come on a particilar 


_ Church , doc uſually find itin ſuchgedſe, judicially thard-' 


ned , and under 'many warnings: with ſecurity; 
thus did the floyd finde the old World, and before thar 
defolating ſtroke on Jeruſalem by the Romans, were not 
the Jewes in-ſucha cale, Salvaincantell howit was with 
the African Churches , before thar dreadful inundationof 
the Gorhes , and Vandals , yea, the Churches records'in 
all ages doe witneſs that before any fad ſtcoke or perfecu. 
tion came upon a People , 2 deep ſleeps and: lethargie, 
hath been previous thereto ; gray haires might haye'been 
{cen upon them , andthe Word , dotheven Shew that this 
will be the laſt diſeaſe whereof the Church shatl be ſick be. 
forethegreatday of the Lord. 3. It is alſo ſeenhow ſpi= 
ritual judgements when they grow-upon a peopie , make 
greatdiſpatch, and do quickly ripen,for ſome further ſtroke, 
that when men have: run' down their conſcience and are 
paſt repxoof of the word, goingon fromvevil to worſe, the 


. caſe cometh thento beclear , and ready for the finall diſcuſ- 


ſion of the proceſle. 

. The word doth denounce woe agamſi the trowblers of the Church, 
kt heſe who are her perſecutors, that the Lord shall re. 
compence tribulationto ſuch , and plead with her oppreſſ- 
ours, the accomplishment whereot hath been truely ma- 
nifeſt,. yea to the obſervation even of the world. 1ſ. 10:5. 
2 Theſs: 1: wer,6. xn. Fhat eminent oppreſſours - of the 
Church have feldome gone out of the World » Without 
ſome remark of divine anger upon:them!; ſurely if there 
werearecord of ſuch inſtances that inevery age hath been 
confpicuovs , men-'should be forced to {eeand ſay tharthe 


_ moſt noted enemyes., and perſecutors of the ſaints have 
| beenalſothemoſt convincing and noted exaraples of judge- 


ment in the time, 2. Thac the Churches ſuffering uſerh - 
to go beforea day of vengeance on theinſtruments thereof ; 
we find Jehu got an ourward reward for exccutſhe the 


who 


The Gullit og - ; 
been the wo pChpth pluck beep ſeen thy 
notion ed ſome eas ſoreupon theme ' 
.theyh pe. to his People , and ay at laſt 
d dear-for. their ſervice. 3. We -may ſee | 
th help to-finish the contraverſy of God, 
cir houſes, that forthis he hath taken many 
AuyAy. in ihe midlt of their dayes, and made them ceaſe to 
E > . Who: would not ceaſe to-trouble the Church , while 
Y;HNad ad ing ; ; yea thar He hath taken them in his own 
hand, whom men could notreach , and made their down- 
caſting j a the midſt of themſelyes. 

6. Cl ws the Scriprere threaten carnal conf dence * 113 : 


Ee ny ' rhe putting of th their truſt in man or in any outward 
| gp fer. 17+. ver. $2 6: Lieey ver. 16, 17. to clear 


meanes have never more 
F 


vLO ale when tholt] miſing , and; when there 


was gagateft expeRation from the ſame , yea, that. very 
eminent i6ftrumerits when niuch leaned to, have been ob 


ſcryably-blaſted,. and made to shrink under ſuch 2 burden. 
2. 'Thit cheſe whom the Lord had made much ule of, yea, 
honoured greatly to be inffruments in the-ſervice of the 
Church,” have oft had ſome diſcernable blot, to. reprove 
mens oycrlading of ioftfumenes with their eſtes mz 2 Ter- 
rullian,” an Origen'in auncient times , Yea, pajch 3 Luther 


in thele lacrer ages muſt goe with ſome It_to the grave. 

« That many vyho have been uſeful i in th EE for a 
time; the Lord doth oft Bs by , yea 2a NR, not uſe of 
chem ro. the end » but, Fa may be wage iR; andtrue- 
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= Doe we wot find che word threaten , and in 4 s ſpecial: way pore | 
at corrupt miniſters , unfaithful © chin who give not warning . 


"tothe Church, theſeshep heards that feed themſelves , bur 


not the flock; the lads of a people that cauſe themto err , 
and by their practice-co ſtumble at' the law Mal. 2: wer.'3, 
"Ver. 

The accomplichment whercof hath in all 2 (2: 
diſcernable . - Firſt how ſuch have uſually been 10! noted 
as the greateſt and, moſt violent enemyes which 5 Church 
hath, ar any time , had, yea that no. courſe hath ns 
evil and groſs that hath wanted ſome of Mele fo, help 1 ro > 
whoſe hatred > and perſecution of the God] th. 
found to exceed the moſl epenly profane we yi pro Kent in 
that time. . 2. That as they are.particulaly- threatned. a= 
bove others inthe word ſo they get allo ſome remark 
caſt above others in their judgement ,gnd having. once 
loſt - their ſavour, ' becom vile » and. Joathſoma ASE 8 
the worſt of men, are conterypuble. in. the. 6 of 
whom they. ſeekin a ſinful way, to pleaſe 2.Jc6A job, evo p 
ſayour, then the prophaneſt preeiches , that heing verified 
1n them, Corrupts2 optems , peſſima,. -3. that t e & da-fel- 
dome make 4 good retreat from ; an evil way. £ Jo;as4t 1 han 
uſual obseryatiott ,' itis rare for Church-men £0.tepencs, ord 
fallen ſtarr to. $hineagain.. .., 4: Are _notſuch, ot. ſmitten 
even.in theirgifts,” which we may ſee wither, an Irie, up 
upon them” while, not. faithfully "im proved >. y62; to. the 

very conyi, on! of their bers t haveloſt gs which 


es been' n very 


' oi they aj ove miniſt fy -; 5, Imuſt add; agree re- 


mar tis deſire to deale, w ich fear , and much = 
neſſe,, a Kt Fig plication of the judgement, jen: ad) 


| how f -oft put ſome note ot his wrat on.the 
oy og La ad” yy s Jae 


ring. of unfailfiful Minjſt Py ' that, it 
Ss been! No more Freiche and Bri FF 4:8 hereto 


4s. their's evill pr actice, 20d exawy les. Are: Pea, 2 ſpecial 
help, ſotikew ac they 6. - R 


us puriizhe dotrhe Lord. who 
did'nor ſeek [ty beger Chilgr Pero Bis by the Word, but 
Ree. thei? way bd Faher cauſe many © err aad fal. 
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Avine fpoke ſomething how the. Scriprure bothias to 
"Lthepromiſes, andehrearnings thereof 1s evidently ful. | 
Hed-in'the Lords ordinary vvay of procedure yvith his 
Church T'vvould' a litle further follow this Arpument,, 
how tes alſo bath! a"manfold accomplithmient » yon m-theſe moſt 
ftrangeiand' dark, paſſazes of providerce , whereat' men are ready ro 
one egrsc>. ay {potlefſe'righteouſnes* of God, and 
his faithfulnestheſtin; bur if we lay them tothat meaſure,8& 
line of the word which is tretched-over thewholeyyork of 
providence, 'vve vvill fee hovy vvelttkeſedoeagpgree-, and 
anſvyer onerto the other, yea that -all the paths.'vyherein 
God vyalketh'toyvards his Church, andpeople, are ſurely 
mercy, and truth . ye 5P 42% 6 FEES -; i 
© Toclear this I shall point at fome footſteps of the provi- 
dence of Godinthe yvorld ,' and about the Church vvbich 
yvouldſeem'moſt dark, yeaa contradiction to'his vvord,;, ©; 
anJpromiſe, but areplain and manifcſt, if-yveighed inthe 
ballance of the ſanftuary, vvhere vve nay havea fatisfying 
look, and reſolution ofjrheſe_ things vvhich othervyayes 
vvould be too hard forus to underſtand , and may ſee, 
hovy ſtraight theſe paths are vvich vve thought crooked ; 
yea,” boyveaſy , andpafſable ,' the greateſt deeps of pro- 
vidence would be\' both as to Gods way with his Church, 
and in'our oivn/particular caſe , when once they are'fer over 
#g4inſt rhe word*. LI shall buc toucirchisa litle in theſe -fol- 
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loviog inſtances.” + 


'T, 1tmay ' ſeers firange how the Churibes crouble and ftrar rs of 
ſeen {5 entreitſe with the firſt [tnrimpgs of ber delzverance'y, yea, 
whenfviric remackable mercy, andoutgare is inthe bringing 
forth the*firſk' Rep thereof,' would:ſeem toput her further * 
aback ,* atid in 2 worſe condition then-before: © This is in- 

' deedaÞpitceof the Lords vvay vvith his Church: vvhich in 
many inſtances may bevvirnelſſed; bur lerus takethe yvord 
along thereyvith; and vvevyill find. + x, Hoyvy the Chu ch 
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_ down abſolute concluſions , concerning his dealing. 


_ .._ of chg Seriprnte. 117 

3soft at the brink ofthe grave even vyhen her caſc'is upon 
turn and hovy itis-Congruous to his-yvay (vvhoſepaths 
areinthe 'deepryvaters, vvhoi! cloatherh himſelf vyich dark- 
nes, that men $should: not find any thingafter him or lay 
various. 2. Did not the Cale of the Church-in, Egypr, 
ſeem. much worle , their burdens doubled - upon thenv, 
even when their deliverance was breaking up-£ | -3,: Joſeph 
to beſold as aflave',. and in Egypt turned in toa.dungeon 
would -fcem ſteps of providence, very unlike-the. thing 


- which:God was driving at- thereby ,-and yet. we: ſee how 


kindly theſe did work towards the fame.- 14. The Church 
in 425cab.,4; wer. 10, Whenshee was even at. the. door, next 
toa:deliverance , hertryal was at the- greateſt height ,- be 4p 


f ” 


” paim'y and labour 10 bring farth'y for ge thall goo to ADS cy 


there 'be delrvered , but ſoreſt EO in theburth ,, O uiual 


promiſe the: beſt iflue. -5 -i br was the Rep of the provi= 


dence of God which of all ſeemd moſt dreadtul..co, the 


Church in Efter , the ſealing of rhe decree, and ſending ic 


. forth-to:root-out the whole (ſeed of the ewes »- while Has 


man ſill. flowrished-,-- bur Jo chis was-the very ſtep, thar 
wrought moſt throughly for her deliverance ; awet mourn- 


. ing leed time is indeed. one-Scripture-prelage of a good 


harveſt, ;> 11 ab 4 161i] 
2: The foremnrerruptions which a peoples endeavours, for Refer - 
mation) aud itopromete the Kingdome of Chriſt, have metwith,, 


even when: ſer;about with aclear call, yea » ſolemn, and 


ſerious engadgementsto; God ,, would ſeem ſtrange, and 2 


Shaking piece of providence ;- and rrnely this is oft ſeen, as 


anuſual artendanc on reformation, how unſuperable like 


difficultyes4:agd-unexpected-lers do grow up, in.thevyay 
thereof; :thuden Luthen,:.and other. inftruments,vere 


raiſed up in'GeAMany, to purſe rhe Churches Retormations 


wes | 
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ful ſtorm did quickly break it up-, for that time; and T/ 
vyould adde ,” yyhar the preſent caſe of the Churcb1n Brit-.. 
Tain', and Ireland may at this:day- yvitneſs, vvhere once 
he Lordſo eminently appeared in a begun Reformation, 
vyhichnovy is at ſo great a ſtand but let us gointothe 


ſcripture vvith thisand vvevvil find. x. Thers is a vive 


portrai&ure ofprovidence inthe affaires ofthe Church held 
orth 1n that viſion which Ezekiel had of the wheeles at the. 


river Chebar, whoſe miſterious motions, and turnings ſo 


croſs one to the other , without any diſcordtherein, asto_ 
[the end, to which they weredireted, doth” witnes thera. | 


tional, and. wiſe conduct of providence: the Lords work 
about hts Church , is 4 moſtshadowed, andelaborat piece, 


which men cannot fee , before their eye, 25 they ſee behind 

. upon 2review'z while ordinary cauſes do: oft yary in their - 

operation, yea, goe out of the common road, yet the * 

Scripture will make this very plain. z. Was not Nehemiab, 

' Et#ra , and Zerobabel at their work, and duty , and had. 

an-expreſſe call, for building of the temple , Fs how 
0 


great, and frequentinterruptious did they find , ſometimes 
environed with difficulties  Jach. 4: ver, 7. Who are thou great 


22ntain before Zerobahel ? Yea » they were put to hold the : 
ſword, andbuild, to watch, and-work at once, becauſe 
of their enemies. 3. What avery ſore backſet, was the" 


Church at. Hab. 3. Revive they work, © Lord in the midft of the 


geares , this was both a great , and long, interruption , yea , 


doe wenot find her almoſt at a 2»»zplus with a queree which 


no viſible appearance could anſwer , by whom hall Iacob ariſe 
for beis ſmall? © 4. We find a ſpecial reformation ſeron foot, 


by Hezekiah with a ſolemn Covenant , by the Princes, 
' Priefts, and body ofthe People , with a ſerting up of the 
pure Worship , and-ordivances of God. -but-lo a sharp' 
ſtorm is ſoon after , by Sennacherib., yapauHezekiah ſcare. 


_ celyis in iis grave » when bis Son doth BF in corruption | 


and perſecution both at once; yea» when the Chriſtian 
Church 'in the rimes of the Apoſtles, begun to flowrish , 


ſucceſſe following the Goſpel, did not a ſag interruption. 


and ſcattering follow , 44. 8. - 5. This is p1omiſed that 
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yea, and put the Dey1l;and corruption of men aloft, with all. 
rage to oppoſe the ſame: | 
3. That 4 ſad overilonding, and darknes thould tomne on 4 
d BB 122d after moit ſpecial manifeſtation of the powtt. and glory of God 
ir MY ® fere-», and tharatime.of the Goſpel with much light should 
eB be ſo neer 2 forerunter of wrath, alid judgement, would 
>,  feem a_ pteceof providence, . and cauſe a ſerious en- 
d quiry hovy ſuch eminent appearances of God for a people 5 
uch great confirmations; obſeryable ſucceſs for 2 time » 
s | vvith many fignal encouragements , should all ſceth to res 
4 K folvein adeſolating ſtroke, and ruine? This may bein= 
eB ftanced in that proteſtant vvarin France yyhere inftrufnents 
fs & vvereremarkably raiſed , fitted of the Lord for thie ſervice 
'Y ofthartime, had muchof his preſence, and coumetiance , 


ies. Iconfſethismay hay frangeabofl and apart. 


" v 


- 


of che maryelloas yayes of the Lor@s bur when werake cy 
"_ J* 


itin to the word, we will find there 15 no jar, ordiſcord © 
here» for, x. Tt niighc ſeemas range 3 and aſtonishing _ 
what Baruch got from che Lordinan{wer tq his complaint , K 
Terem. 45.-that he would pluck up what he had planted, | 
and calt down that which he had built, for a woikto be thus. | 
throwen doivn, , where the Lord had once ſoeminently ap-"; 
peared, & given his Peoplemany confirmations might then 
occaſion greatthdughes ofhearr, yer the unſported righte- 
ouſnes of God, and his truth was apparencthereit z, yea ,, 
after that diſcourſe, and all theſe large promiſes; which 
Chriſt gaye his diſciples in that ſixteenth of Iohin, we find all 
is shut up with thar , the houre is comming and now is, 
that ye Shall be ſcattered. 2. What ſtrange providences 
did tryſt the Church in the wildernes , ſametime brought: 
back to the red ſea, tryed with hunger, and nakednelſle y 
_ conſumed wich various ſtrokes, and many yeates wandring | 
unril moſt-of chat generation, who came out of Egypt 
filled their graves in the journey , and yet this was after 
moſt eminent confirmations, and as clear. fignes of Gods 
reſence as ever a People had. . 3. We 4 publickre- 
ormation moſt OE proſecute by-Tofias, which looked, 
like rhe renewed Woes of that land with God, bya 
fplemn Covenant, yet , quickly after. might came on rhat 
land with a long captivity , and-.Jofias did fall by the 
ſword. ©. 4. Was there nor a bright un-blink , & flowrish- 
iog lantation of the Goſpel tn _Judea a lictle before che 
deſolation of that land by the Romans , yea, we will tind, 
it clear from the word that. times of much light , and re« 
formation doe much ſooner ripen for a ſtroke then any oths 
. extimes. ' 5. It is very manifeſt thar particular Chnrches 
have their day where, the Golpel hath its appointed work 
and their ſtroke ar laſt may reach the length of removing the 
. Eandleſtick, Icryely think chat (ad inſtance of Bohemia!s 
caſe > may have-this obſeryable m it,, that it had longe 
day, andenjoymenc of the light even from. the tunes 0 
Toby Hr , and Teronr'af. Prague Which, was neer an 100 years. 
hcfore there was any day-break on other parts, ſothar "ey 3 
= | wou 
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; | if 
_  yyould'confider if their night did come-ſoon on that 
F* their day vvas alſo much longer , yea the ftroke might tryſt 
i -yvith the ebb of the tyde, vyhen their harveſt yyas much 


gathered in,  under-ſo-tong 2 continuance of the Goſpel; 


'&. though [dare not think, the Lofds work is utterly extinR 
= | there;, but that Bohemias dead, and withered reoc hath 
 =hiteyetin it, and shall once ag ain bud forth. , 


' 4a Js ur 183; wſnally ſecx when judgement cometh on 4 land , 
. * tharthe odly ertbefirft ftroke? butler us alfo conſider this 
in the word, where 1t 1s clear, 1. That judgement muſt 
begin-at the houſe of God iid the greentree; and that 
the Whurches trouble, and perſecution is a forerunner of 
vengeance on her adverfaries , do we not find, there isa- 
Cup of tryall which uſeth co go before, thar cup of the 
judgement of God ? , And O thelaſt is of a ſtrong compo- 
fition ; for the wine is red and mixed , and the dreg very 
thick which is reſerved for the troublers of the Church , 
and for juch who are at caſe in a day of hergrief , and truely 
_ they have theadyantage that drink firſt , Zleſft ave they whows 
thou chaſteneſt, Ec. That they may ret in the day of thei ad- 
way, werill the pit be argged fer the wicked , yea, Rev. 33 10. 
we tind keeping of the word of patience, which dorh 
import ſuffering to the Churchz goeth before ſome more: | 
univerſal Rroke ; -and in thar day proveth theſafery, and 
prote&ion of the People of God. 2. Itisalſoclearthar. 
men may be raiſed up ofthe Lord , and followed withſuc- 
cells; when he hath them for a rod to his Church, butthat 
atlaſt , Ashur the rod-of 'my wrath will I caſt inthe fire z 
ſaith che Lord, it is truely an eyidence of -great wrath, up= 
_ enaparty to be madetherod., and executioners of judge= 
ment upon the People of God; for they hall pay for 
it , by ſome- ſadder ſtroke then any trouble or ſuffering 
whereof they have beeninſtruments. | 
5. That proſperity and ſucceſſe chould follow ſometiones the 
wor(t of men im an evil cotrſe » and cauſe » ff + ſuch aconcur= 
rence , and ſeries of providence » as ſeemeth to ſmile on 
themevento the bringing. of their finful devices to. paſſs, 
while the People of God - have been made to fall inajuſk 
ki : Hs quarrel 


H2> The fulfilling | 


quarrel > befote their adverſary.» would ſcem an aftdnis12" ; 
ing providence, butler us lay it foreagainſt the Word, arid. ? 
there we will ſee. x. That-there 15 a proſperity which Þ} | 


tendeth to deſtruction , - Prov. 1: wer. 32. the, tabernacles 


of the robbers proſper , ob 12: ver. 6. and they that pro-+ | 
yoke God are ſecure, into whoſe hands he bringeth aboun«: _ 


dantly , but they doe not ſee that wickednes is its own pu= 
oishment., and how. it is a dreadful ſtroke to thrivein anill 
courſe, Was not the Church shaken with ſuch aprovi= 


dence , Mal. 3- ver. 15, yea» tempted to call the proud 


happy, but in the ver. 18. they were taught from further 
obſervation to diſcern , and to puta difference betweenthe 
righteous , and the wicked. 2. Doe wenot find thateyen 
the ſignes, and preditions of falſe Prophets in favours of 
a (inful way may come topaſſe, Dez. 13 - ver. 1,2. where- 
of the Church is there warned , and Gods intentin the ſame 
cleared ,” that it is for the tryal of -his People , whith- 
er they will love, and fear the Lord and cleave to his 
way , when providence would ſeem to.shine on a. crooked 
ath.' 3. Did not ſucceſle for atime attend Abſolom 
ſracl as one man went after him, yea, the friends and 
counſellours of David; a fair wind did alſo fayour Haman 
io his efſay to ruin the Church. - Jeremy is almoſt shaken 
with this » yea chey have rahem root , yea y they grow 5 and bring 
f-nh frut, hun A0k this at laſt ally fea an cbbiatng 
weather - gall before a ſtorm* -: though the' bruntiSh/ man 
knoweth not,: nor fooles lay it to heart for what the wick- 
ed doth oft ſpring , and flowrish; I wouldaddIfraels falls 
ing before Benjamin,'it was an aſtonishing like providence; 
and Habacuck, was put to a ſtand with {uchathing, why 
the Lord lookr on , while the wicked devoured'the.righ= 
teous; Yea, Joshuas was to cry out jn'anamazement . 
O Lord what $hall I ſay, -when Iſrael turneth-their back 
beforetheir'enemyes?. but' we have alſo the Lords intent 
therein witneſſed by his word ,: that: this is to:humble , and 
proye his People, that-he may 'doethem in thelatcer 
end, andthus he beateth them off-fromall carnal grounds 


bringing, 


of.confidence's - he 'woundeth them to-a-cure' »- that by , 


F, 


ofthe Scripture. I23 


 bringiug themlow, he may raiſe » and fitthem fora further 
/METCY. 996 | | 


6. bat great 5-7 Lay wan hath the Church met with,” when 
outward grounds of confidence, and ordinary meanes have 
been mott promiſing , as it is athing moſt true, ſoit may 
leem ſtrange atche turſt look , but lerus bring it totheword 


and the cate will bethere anſwered. {Dewer. 32. Why chowld one 


retore their ſtrength is gone with the Lords departing from 
them, for, when a time of judgement is come, eventhe 
mighty then find not their hands', counſel faileth ro the aun- 
cient, ordinary means bring not forth their wonted effe&s, 
which Solomon sheweth and after ages have oft ſeen, the 
race-not ever to the ſwift nor the batrel to'the ſtrong , -1t 
is alſo clear from the word, how. threatning a condition 
thatis, forthe People of God to be much canied out after 


meanes, or lifted up therewith, If. 30. they will rideon 


horſes, and this shall be their punishment ,* but on the 
other hand the Lords way , in bringing forth his greateſt 
yvorks hath not been by might, and-povyer, but oft by 
meanes moſt improbable, and unexpeRted. 

3. The long continuance of. 4 beavy affiiiting rod on the Charch , 
without the appearance” of an ourgate', Or any return «to. much 
yyreftling, and prayer onthataccount z may feem a Rrange 

1 


Rep in Gods yvay > 'vvith his-People. Bur the vyord vy 
- anivyerus inſucha caſe: where it's clear, 1. :That thereare 


no bounds inthe Scripture ſet tothe continuance of atryal , 
itdorh not tell how longa sharp ſtorm may ly on, either as 
tothe Church, or any particular Chriſtian ; forit isa pieces 
of the Lords ſecret counſel , but not of that which is reyeal- 
ed, it is enough that we know from it rhat men cannot 
make the Churches.-ſaffering, longer - then Gods rime - 
2. It was along terme that of Iſraels tryal.in Egypt andaf- 
ter under the captivity > three hundred -and ninty -dayes 
muſt the Church ly on her left ſide. O' how many a ſad 
day , and: weariſome .night was there in that word, 70 
weekes are determined upon thy people, and city: Jeruſa- 
lem. 3; Hayenetthe'Saints under a long trouble —_ 
| mot 


Chaſe a thinſand , but hecauſe their rock, bath ſold chem z and the- | 


— 
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ver. 27. My ways bud from the Lord , and my judgemapr' paſt 
over from. my God. | Daniel > how-prefiing' with the Lord 
 -was he that he would hearken.; and do/, and not des 
fer» and yet the return. cometh not until the firſt year of 
Gyrus ;- yea - that ery of the fouls under the Altar, How 


long > doth it noteveniget a dilacory anfwer+ for thusche | 
Lords doth oft interpoſe his long tuffering for ſome time, 


betwixt hishearing of his people, and ayenging of them, 
4 Itis alſo clear 'chac there are many prayers before the 
rhrone, che return whereof is ſuſpended, andan anfwer to 
Chriſtians , in theis-particular , until that time when God 
Shall. butld up Zion, aud then the prayer of the deftitare 


Shall þe remembred even as to Chriſtians ptivar enlarge- - 


ment. when the Church shall be raiſedup.. 5. We know 
the Churches enemyes muſt have time to ripen,”-and it is not 


2 ſtorm, of a-few dayes, that will purge away thefilth of | 


the Daughter ofZions too foon letting out of aſfore, may 
caule ir undercor , and gather new matter, and truely the 
word .can._rcfelye us inthis, thatone minur ſooner , then 
| Godstime would -noc'be tispeoples mercy, F 


. 8. {cis oft ſeen-whei cherese ſomeremarkable work. of Gol on 


foot in 4iand., and ſome great oxrpawreng of rhe ſpirit 5 bow Sachayj 
ſerrerh. up ſome _ connterfeit thereof , 2 Nbeinogch forth 
' ſomething of his work-infucha time witha veryſtrange re= 
ſemblance of the ſame; thus, with-che-preaching:ofiche 
freedome.. of grace; and &clear|diſcoveryof that trath:; 


did Libertiniſme undera very fpecious PreroXxt } ſpring r 


Thus we findehie Anabaprift.,, and Antinomian party, 


up 12 Germatiy., torum downa .Church-reformation under | 


theshew of 2more pure:; and- ſpiritual way:; and of lare.did 
norFamilifme wwEngland; and new Englandunderpretext 
of a more. ſpiritual diſpenſation calt offche very-lerter. ofthe. 
Os , cacaing/it overin an Allegory andin behalf of 
_ the libercy: of-- propheſyiag s cry down 2 Rtanding miniſtry; 

bur rhough'this:may-ſeem ftrange; yerithe Scripture: is: 


very cledr concerning it-//43 That:eveo Sathian! ibimelt" is - 


g 
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eransformed/inro an Angel of bkghty:amdin Q c >Shape you: | 


moſtche length of blaſphemy, in their complaints, 2/440: | 


lt ea. + Ps ki. dv So ia5 
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| yeth more dangerous to the- Church. 2. That the moſt 


dreadfiul errours , anda falſe way, will oft come near to the 
choiſeſt exerciſes of the ſaints , | and hayeſuch a reſemblance 


- tothe ſame , thatifit were poſſible che very cle should 


be deceived, 3+ Wasthere nor a Simon Magus with falſe 
mizaces ſes yp over agaiaſt the Apoſtles , and when che 
came of the  Meſſias drew near , 1d noc then a Theudas ; 
and Judas of Galilee, break forth to amuſe the people ? We 
find alſo an akar from Damaſcus , ſet-up belide that which 


was shewed to Moſes the Servantof the Lord inthe mounr, 


yea x When Moſes, ;and Aaronwas giving Pharaoh afign, 
& did shew fortb-the marvellous power ot God then dia the 
Magicians cat doua their rod alſo to counterfeit the ſame, 
þy which the-heart of Pharaoh was hardned.. - 

' 9. The abaunding ſo much of erront y/ and hereſie, now in the 
gimes of the goſpel , with thatſwift grouth thereof z which is 
oftſeen where the light moſt clearly $hineth , would ſeem 
Rrange > yea, isa thing whereatmanyare ready toſtumble , 
and thus-to challenge the way of God. Bur is not the Scrip= 
ture in this clearly. verifyed ſo that this piece of providence z 
whick-is ſo. shaking to mayy-» if we take the worgd. along 
with it might be a yery conyincing confirmation tous of 
the ſame y tot.” x; We fend'the Apoſtles, yea, Chriſt 
bim(ſelf hath given expreſle yvarning thereof , that this 
Should be ene of the ſpecial , and greaceſt eryals of the Chri- 
fttan' Church , vyheregf the Old Teſtament vve find:doth 


_ litle mention - that tryal not concerning the Church then 


ſo much, as thele after-times under the Metlias Kingdome; 
wherein the: event, may be clealy ſeen, to. anſvver theſe 
prediRions -.yyhich are ſo frequent thereof 1n the Nevy 
Teſtament.- 2. Doth not the event alſo anſyver the vyord 
as to that particular vyay, and method , hovv errour should 
be propagated, which is there clearly forerald ; by ſubtil 
undetminng ,/: under the pretext of liberty with plaufible 


. infinuations, forthat we muſt ſay not only the matter, 


but with all-theſe diſcernable tokens, evenupon the man- 
ner, the word is made out. 3. Doe we not find this 
Should bea judgement on men who receiyc not the love of 

aa ochcy won {puree | Hs” 


126 - The fulfilling 
che-truth, and that after flourishing times of the Churchs 

when he who rideth on the" white horſe is gone forth , the + 
black horſe , and hisrider doth quickly follow, and truely _ 
it is ſeen char in the time of hotteſt perſecution, the Church 4; 
hath nor beet) ſo much troubled with this adverſary , | as © 


whenshe did begin rogerreſt , and'moſt of outward liber. I 


ty» nor yerſo at the firſt breaking up-ofthe Goſpel, as after 
ſome tinie of its continuance. 4. Doth not theevent like- 
wiſe thus anſwer the word', that in the breaking out of 
hereſy in-che Church', ' ſpirit of errour , thedephcs and 
__ working of Satan Should be ſeen , which 1 am ſure 
is undenyable > how manifeſt the interpoſing of theſe | 
powers ofdarknes is therein , ff we confider, 1. Its mar= 
yellous diſpatch,” and grouth like aplague, -and the arrow _ 
that flieth by day. #. With whata diſcernable fury, and vio- 
lence'men are thus driven , as with an impetuous current, 
yea, oft achange on their very natural temper is ſeen moſt. 

+ evidently” 3. Theſe monſtruous ,” and horrid things, * 
which are oft brought forth , may Shew whoſe hand is in 
ſuch 2 birth: 4. Thar tiſual tendency that at laſt errour 
hath to looſneſs in praftice > which as it poiſoneth the 
ſpring; and'corruptech the leading facalty che judgement, 
4 weſee it moveth towards the vital ſpirits and doth in» 
fluence the Tonverſacion'; and thas the” leproſy in the head , 
breakerh forth in blaines through the whole body. 5. And 
doe 'we hot ſee how many groſſe, and-profane have been 
carried with this ſpate, how few get leaye'to ſtand, bur 
areftillcarryed'from oneftep to another ,"andir is clear the ' 

' world'did never pur our its rage ſo muck againſt that way z 
as it*harh done agtinſt the truth , except wheti ſome out= 
Cite dv4 makethir a quarrel. oO 

"10," The {4 oat Shaking s ,, wnd commotion! that uſe i attend the © 
Goſpel when Hi tamerh inpomer 104 land , raay alſo. ſeem ſtrange , 

, yea; wi re ey make many ſtumble. * But'is nor rthe word 
verified Herein, © what 'preac; irs), and trouble didetyſt che: 

. the Churdifter great" fight'in+powring tr of this ſpied | 

Toell 2: wer, 29, we may-there 'likewayes ſee » how this 

giveth the World an Alarum , maketh the Kings » and 

} great. 
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|| Of the Scripture. 127 
_ «great menof the earth run"together , to hinder the rifing 
_ of Chriſts Kingdome, ?ſa2: ver.z. let us break his bonds, 
&e. for truely inall ages Chriſts rifing in the Goſpel , hath | 
caſt a-terrour, to its enemyes ; thar this should be' cheir 
BY fall and'ruine, when the Apoftle hatk aneffeual doore 
 -Epened in his miniſtery ,--he hath alſo much oppoſition 
-therets > bur onthe other hand all isftill, and quiet while 
the trong man doth keep the houſe, yea, itis clear from 
the word , that where the goſpel cometh there is a red fla 
hung forth , chat if men will not receiyethe ſame and ſub. 
je& to him who rideth on the white horfe , one va come 
after whoſe worke is to take peace from the earth, to pup 
che world ina flame , and taaccomplish the judgement of 2 
deſpiſed goſpel, who $hall devide berwixt the husband, 
and wife, the. parents, and children, wherein our bleſt 
Lord Jeſus is expreſſe , Mah. ro: wer. 34. 1 comemeto ſend 
peace 0 the earth , but rather a (word , which might ſeem ſtrange 
trom him; but it1s to rell men if they will not embrace the 
offer-of his-peace they hall not have peace among them- 
ſelves, for the meſſige of the goſpel-muſt either be the 
beſt , or the worſt ſight that evera land had. : 


the orice goſp tis followed with power : but, O!how 
0 


torment.them, 


laſpheme and 
: OR rhe 


ut diſtur'» 
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112+ Fbeſe: fravge judgments which may ſaneumes- befal the 
Sams in their owrward lot , yea », ſometiunes attended. with * 
ſame very aſtonishing :circumftances- would at: the firſt 
look - put men to a ſtand aud-tg; challevge the holy way 
of God. Bucletus weigh it in thac ballance of-the Scrip- | 
ture, and we wall find. x. Thatſuch hath been the com- - 
plaint of the Saints. the Lords: wounding them yvith the 
yvqund of 2 cruel one; yyhat a ſtrange query is that in 
Lament. 2 :.ver. ic. Behold, and. torfoder » 16 whom thou haſt 
ome #145 ball the.wonen eat the frat of therr worth, chall the Preeft 
and Propher be ſlainun the Sanctuary of the Lord , yea, » did-it not 
even to Solomanſcem ſtrange , . £cclefe, 3: wer. 14. that there. | 


LET 
ow, ” 


of the, wicked, 2. It looked like fome ſtrange ſtroke, 


- iniquity on me, and fay an evil diſeaſe, or as the original 
readeth it, a thing of Bclial cleaveth to him 3. yvefind. lo=: ! 
fias fell by the ſvyord; Eli, vvith one Rtroke hath his ſons 

Killed, his Daughter 1n lavy dying ,. and himfelfe falling 
from his ſeat ,' and breaking his neck ; . yea. Aaron hath 
both his ſons killed before kis eyes, by an immediat ſtroke 
trom the Lofd, 3, The vyord doth alſo shevy » there is. 
no jar betyyixt this ,, andthe tenor of the Coyenant vuhich 
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fion- with .rods , yea ,. ſomerimes by 'a ſtrange rod, 
while he takerh nothis loving kindnefſe fromthem ,and doe 
. we nor find chat acleanly tryal, may tryſtgheſaints yyhich 
the vyorld vyould think adreadful judgement, for , great 
ſufferings may. be ordered of the Lord, to give ſome great. , 
examples thereby , vve have heard of the patienceof Job, 
and have ſcen the endof molows. 3 Y 
113. The groſs falling. of theſe who have ſometames. chene with-, 
much lufire Ly Me rcu Mes gs (os but herealſo,. 
vye may ſee the ſcripture made our, for it is clear. Fuſt | 
that tevv inftances of the moſt eminent of the Saints , vve, 
haveon Scripturerecord, bur there is ſome particalar ſpot, ' 
and blemish alſo noted, a Noah, Lot, Moſes and-Da- 
vid, yea, under the Nev Teſtament that agg 96" 7 
"Pp bt oe, rrhoſe - 
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are juſt men to whom it happeneth. accordingtothe work: i / 


vyhich forced David to this complaint, my enemies caſk 


God hath.made vyith his people, to punish-theirtranſgreſ- } 
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whoſe _ his maſter is ſer "_ , to Shew Lowrifee = 
ſome boy whom grace will again reſtore, . awake. 7 
up. tis there clear, thar ſome of underſtanding do 
fall To a judgement-co-others , thar ſuch-who. will & 'y 
ble, whoſe. prejudice at the way of Godis their choice, 
may thus further fall , ood by los 3. The bleft 
meanings. and intent hereof we may. chere alſoreM to Ala- 
rum 'men'to watchfulnes , that-ſuch who ſtand may take 
| heedlefſtthey fall, ro warrancalſo theix adventuring on the 
grace of God , that none Should Re AE nas of 
Eminence les. 
1 would adde this, The conriugewey of events, that 
Po, 9o gs in ſuch a caſual way all our io the 
von” as 1 nce only without the rational eonduft 
of 2 Genes Chick doth infallably dire& things to. 2 
certainend;) this might ar thekirſt ok pur men to a ſtand, 
yea, would feem to give Atheiſts ſome shadow to ſay» 
how doth God ſee or doth theGod of Jacob regard , But 
upon 2 moreſerious enquiry , ſetting the word. oyer agai 
it, O' what a ſweer exerciſe should it be to..conl 
x. Thar though the providence of God in things hero 
- Beneath moveth th ſarably to the nature of inferio eriour cauſes » , 
whither,neceflary  * free , 'or contingent , not violengy 
them or otherwayes making uſe of them, —_ - 
ing to their nature, ſo. thar though the erencbene Z 
and infallible, witli reſpe& to the firſt cauſe, 1 
mined counſel of God) it is never the lefle contingent 
reſpe& of its neareſt cauſe ; *yet,, this 7 Pang he oth 4 
hand is clear , how thi ſmalleſt, and moſt caſual! Ns ns 
doe certainly Fall under that re we 2, 
vidence, thar eyen 2 ſparrow'| Meck bog to 9G 
#. xeccah cometh noc with her pitcher 
2X ne in of Cad ny E] 
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an ad) 


mbes eyes, : hog ad i confeſſ this Leu goreton chance, 
but ſome higher" counſel, and condu&oftheſame ; what 
youldlook more contingent then that Ahaſuerus was in« 
EK to icep, and could have no reft.inthe night, or that 
exih of-rhe ſun' upon the waters #hould make them 
9g as blood'to/the Children 'of Moab? But we ſee 
great things the Lord , Isthus bringing: about. 3. Is 
it/nor oft manifeſt '/ how not the ſmalleſt caſuality , or 
circumſtance providence doth loſſe, without ſome improy« 
merit thereof ?/ yea, "that it ouideth: the ſtroke of mans 
ſword in the batce} , and direerh the bullet toirs appoint- 
e&d'mark , and it doth eyidently check the ftarres and con- 
etol/that faral neceffity , which we are ready to fear ma 
or will tollow their aſpeR; and ir dotheven determine theſe 


which in themſelves. are moſt free, 'and abſolute , a 


ve » and wil of man ;* muſt not the crowing of the cock; 

chefoldiers dividing: 'of Chiiſts garments fall our for an ac= 
cothplishment of the Scripture , and-though it was at 2 
vetiture that that mandrew the bow which ſent Ahab to his 


grave, yet; it was ho chance did dire& the arrow between - 
the very joynts: of his armour. ' 4. Amidſt the various 


emerpents, and hazards of mens life 2. may not experience 
 rellthat ſurely. ny contingent are riggabandoned to fors 
tanez. "but there's a providence whictFdoth. number our. 


hires; without which hthey canner fallto the ground. 0 


how aftonishing may'ir bets think hoyy ſurprizing hazards 


have: been oft-obvaated? © by vyhat 'unexpeRed meanes | 


men have been delivered from violent aſſaults, hovy help 


utlooked for bath'even rryſted at a choke ,' and'an extremr- | 
ty ,- yez; - vvhiletheir foot vvas I Sag bervvixt thei? - 


falling; and fall; they haye been'tiyfted" vyith ſome re- 
matkablecaſt of mercy.” 5.15 1t hot eaſy todiſcern, hovy 

any accidents vyhich ſeem wb caſual, Pr arcobere: 
ce. or induftry can/þeprevente rare oblerva-- 
ro phe: about 720d added to ful theth threacniogs of ” 


doh ung 'men ; hoyy vvas Silera Jed do tothe || 
MY CM eels wha 


44 —_ 


| of chil Scripture. 135 


ſait. for Mordecais:death:; tryſt; yvith' that: very morning's 


_ Tyhen the Kings thoughss''vyete favourable ro. hi 4. forit 


might ſeem had Haman beenoneday ſooner he vvould have 


THE THIRD ARGUMENT _ 


 FJOr the Scriptures acoomplishment is this, thatnotonly: 


& the Chriſtians experience , and: obſeryation ot the 
Giamch beareth witneſs thereto's. burt:1tis-alfo. a mwh which. 
evenrarhe view, andcanvidtion of the World » may be demonſtrat » 
from- whom it doth/oft force a:teſtimony , yea , in every: 
agethe-worſt of men tizve been forced to acknowledge ,.and 
ſo it-muſt-be a:thing very, evident. But theaccomplish-; 
ment of the ;Scripture>:cat be thus: witneſſed > there- 
_ Ir is rrue theſe ſweet, and ſenfible enjoyments whichthe. 
Saints have of this truth, the World'cannor reach z butit' 
is alſoſure', that ineveryage, 'the works ofthe Lord, 'and 
ſome more notour convincing providences, both of judge-' 
ment'/ and mercy doe:ſotemnly invitemen to: obſerve the. 
accomplischment of the word:therein; yea, no rme hath' 


, wanted ſomething of-a-publick vvitneſſe,- from ungodly 


men/even greateſt mockers of Religion, vyho under that 
conſtraining povver-of conſcienceat death ! or in ſome day 
of their ſtrait; have been forced to ſeal the truth by/a very. 
operrconfetion of the righteoutnes of Godtovyards them 5 


' and'this 4s "indeed the Lords: bleſſed 'defign1ini making his ; 


works ſometime ſoconſpicuons ,- that they-may not only 
confirm the fauh of his people, but render Acheiſm inex+ 
cufabley/thatthe glory of his faithfulnes', as yvell as of his 
povyer?, arid vviſdomne;, may $hine forth before the ſons ob! 
men. | Econfeſſe vyve may 'vyonder ; vvhy the World/look- 
eth{olitle __ this, and hovy the conviftion of ſogreate 
ruth, /vvhich they cannotshun; doth not morepreſfſe themy 
bur'the*Holy 'Ghoſt:doth PRO thisz: theibrutish- 
. or 5 79; | 7 2 mar 


? 


* 


lives, and in Chriſtian R 


Ll 
- 
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man knoyveth nor, peirher do-fooles lay to heare, hovy | 


the 'Scripture 'taketh' place ;, '/and that the floyyri 
of 'vyickedmen , BIG in” Judgement for their further | 
"To proſecur this Be 2 lile, there are ſome ſpe- 
God i fg rods end ney be frm. by the World, © 
in syvord may be _ſcen, by t or 
yea, is obviousto the moſt or obſervers; ; and. though - 
= be but 2 _y vvhich I hal iſ beretonch, + I muſt : 
they are concerning tr and have fo neer a - 
wr "ahmes tothe foundation ot-our Faith y that men cannor. - 
acknovvledge the ſame, but muſt alſo confeſſe the Serip= 


wares Divinity » rim Reign ro » and reality ingod- 


ion ; truely E, _ here _— 


 iaoqaldenc chal 


ent of the Seripeane benorvery manifeſt, 
FIRST. T$hall firſt hold forth this trurh that ines 5s. 


| ſwrely fallen from thas excellent eflate wheres onee he was farmed , 


Rom. <: ver. 18; 19, and now 15 not that which the was at 


the begintung; atruth ſo clear , that we may ſay even with- 
out the diſcovery of the word might be-eaſy for any ſerious 


onlooker, to :diſcernthe ſame, did not even heathens have. 
ſome glance ar this*-.. The evidence, whereof they could not 
alrogethershun: 

: Iris true the'cauſe, and otiginal of this dreadful, conra- 
gion , how'ſin-entered into the World, how it 1s derived 
ro the whole race of man , by imputarion z as well as. in- 
hefion 5 how that poiſon is carried from the fountain tothe. 
ciſtern, rhe Scriptnre 'doth' anly diſcover ; but this T am. 
ſure:may be obvious toall , thar-poor man is thus fick:;; and- 
diſeaſed, and/now-beareth the-marks-of ſuch a, fall ,, and - 
ruine; as we read'of inthe word; | I: confeſſe iris flanges. : 


should not: force men to ſome more ROT! 


le them to- their 'conſcience, and ſerious thoughts, if. 
1m; theſe following inſtances, ' (though bur 2 licle of whar 
| uns ſaid on ſuch 2 ſubje&, } thetruth, and accome 


that when- this-is ſo: very convincing and a it, 
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 - ofthetheScriprure, * 133 
whence ſuch 2 thing is,” or if there can-be a recoyery of 


fo fad; anddeh Jars clear this a licle » 1 
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+. 4T,. That there is ſome remainder,of that excellent fa- 


- moſt wilde', and ſayage which no jnyention can utterly raze, 
we ſee ſomecommon principles of reaſon that are imprint- 
ed in the moſt rude, and ignorant, ſome innate notions , 
and Ideas which the ſoul hath ofgood , andevil among all, 
and in every place of theearth ; likewiſe theſe natural truths 
xobay emeiay which we may ſeeare no wayes impreſt on the 
ſoul from any obje&s of ſenſe , but ſuch whereto men by an 
unavoidable necetlity are forced to aſſent , and beſides, what 

-meaneth | the - witneſs of the conſcience , and authority 
thereof inevery man, which they cannot poſlibly decline ? 

..Odoenottheſe vvirneſs that from ſome great height poor 
man hath fallen.  _ | 
...s. Doth nor the preſeiſtap earance of mans nature, cle- 
atly Shevy he his fallen into Ng dreadful diſeaſe , that ir 1s 
furely overſpread ,; with ſome horrid leprofie , and conta- 

— whereof now are moſt diſcernable. 
©; what an exorbitancy doth appear in his deſires , with 
what contrary tydes, is he hurried? till at jar with his 

\ -preſentlot; hisreafonand will, once jna ſweet league are 
now at. watrr., betwixt which he is oft rent in pieces, as 
one betwixt wilde horſes; how is henow reſtleſs in an unrea- 

nable purſuic}, be laboweth in the fire, and for a '$ha- 
w.;ye#*, what doe theſe tumults , 'and commotions of 
wits 20h aqua > .men-upon the ſmalleſt account sheathing 
their ſwords in others bowels , home _ Lupus ; ruptures 
4685; 3 ba 
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witneſs whit 2 dr 


- building once well Knitt, and framed' 


' Tehcy , above others of the creatures can be een, if 'nor i 
"with ſomereſpe& to'that he once was , and thar'bleſed. 
' reſtauration by grate; for his knovledge doth oft ſervebuc 

to increaſchis ſorrow, toshewthe good he wanceth',"and 
theovilheis fubjef to; is there any'of the creatures ſub. 


"jeato ſuch ourward miſery , and painy to ſo many dife- 
ſes, as poor mati now is'? Yea, asto a ſenſual lite , may 


we nor ſay the' beaſts have'cyen ſome preferencey'or are 
theſe ſounruely ? -do they ſo much goour of their bounds, 


' and tation 2 * which the many lawes made for man'/in the 
* world with the convincing neceffity thereot (can witthels:; 


"we ſee alſo thar' fore rravel is ap vifited to'man; athovy 
ubfiſtance ;- hovy he doth 


"much toile hie is for an outyvard ft 
'ofc {oyy;, .andnot reap ; the beaſts: vvithdravy from- the. 


"yoke, theſe oyer vvhom he had dominion ready to -afſault | 


\him hovv yyomen bring forth their children-tn ſortovy', 
the menare attended-yyrth fear; -their'life oft -made*bitter 
yyich care and labqur, yea, as mgn increafeinthe 'vyorld\, 


their care and ditcogtent increaſing thereyvith ,* but befides . 


"all ,- 1s. he not in the greateſt slavery of all che \ercatures 
through the violence of his luſts ? tharmake him purſue the | 
baite» though he knovveth it vvill andoe him , vvhile his 
Eorruption Toth of likea Rrongman bind him in ferters,,- 
and his ficsh imperiouſly drag him' at its heels 3 ' O'may 
vye not ſay, yvas poor man thns formedar the beginningy or" 
raiſed ſo fe above hz reſt of the creatures only \, to make 
him the more miferable for trnely if a vive portraiture 
could be dravvn of finful depraved nature; there'is' none'ſo 
gralſe but shoald-abhorr , yea be affrighred), to fee that in 
the third perſon, yvith yyhich alace,they fp friendly comply 


- " 


in themſelves. 


— _— — 


the earth {6 ofr in 
ile fea ,- - O doe nor thele"too /viſtbly | 
uſt be within, gr mans luſts , ſo that. 
ve may ) | rupture, and breath of 


"I 3.1 would ask wherein mans crue dvantage and excel- 
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' /8$EC ON D.. Thar RR truely wroughe. 
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men in comverſuen » as the Yorh' promiſe, and hold 


| forth» loh..3 > Ver. 326. Eph, 2: ver, I, Joo Coloſ]. Z+* ver. 1, Is: 
_ Fyherein ſome thing above nature ,. cyeri the maryellous 
F poyyer ofxhe grace of God may be ſeen . 1s2 .trnth tam 


ſure, knovyn, and undenyableto theyvorld, yea, the gre= 
ateſt mockers atreligion muſt confefle,. can be no delufions 


but 1s, indeed real , and certain;. upon theſe folloyying 
grounds. $51 | | GN 


7+ Thatthe moſt grofſe, vvho in-their pratice have 


 beennotourly profane, inthe place yyherein they lived; it 


hath/been ſeen that grace hath reached them and thus the: 
Leopard hath been made to. change: his ' ſpots, and ſuch 


vwhovvere accuſtomed todo evil haye learned to doe yvell. 


O! Doe' not many famous inſtances vvitnes this, in 
every age? 2. That alſo men moſtprincipled in their jud- 
ement againſt the vyvay of God: who were wont toderide 
olines as fancie, even on ſuch ſo greata- change hath been 


_ -wrought as hathmade the world to wonder ;. but then they 


were forced to lay doun their prejudice., yea to wonder at. 
themſelves z how they rs ſtand before the truth ſo 
long , whereof they have got ſuch an impretſion;” ſure 
Atheiſts muſt-grant there have been as-profteſt Arheiſts as 
themſelyes, who have. been made eminent examples of 
grace, 3+ Thatſuch'eyenin the height of their wicked- 
nes. ( like Paul breathing our cruelty , and of late Yergermes 
while he was writing againſt the truth) grace hath ſometi= 
mesreached them, it hath been found that of Chriſts greateſt* 


enemyes ſome have thus fallen upon their/high places before 


the power of the word ; ſome ſuch trophees of the goſpels 
conqueſt haye been! conſpicuous in eyeryage ; yea itisoft 
ſeen that ſome remarkable height-in' fin, hath proved an 
evident Criſis , /andturn in mens condition either tojud- 
gement, or:mercy. 14. Thar ſome of the moſt eminene 
adverſaries of the truth' have , through-gracez been' madg 
eminently uſeful inftruments in the Church the world can- 
not deny; thatthere haye not been choiſer veſſels of ho- 
ds I ; nour, -*” 
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 canthe Arhei 
bies believe in 


moſt ſtaptd, anddull, yea, upon ſome ſuch, as anatural 
incapacity might have obſtructed” the worke if ſomething - 
above nature had not carried it on, yyhich may be alſo 
manifeſt by ſome change even on' their underſtanding , to 
Sheyv that this can make the fimple wiſe; and in the way 
of holines,' the way faring man though fool shall- nor 
err. 7, That byavyery improbable mean , the word, and 
that ſometimes by an. Fea inſtrumenes, we ſee this great 
change hath been wrought, and it is remarkable, how litle 
of the workof converſion did follow the putting forth'of 
miracles in the primitive times, - but by the ſimplicity 'of 
thepreached goſpel much more, for indeed the converſion 
of 2 ſoul, and fuchachange is it ſelfe ſome way a miracle. 
'$.- That they are not a few on whom this change hath been. 
wrought is undenyable .; and truely beſides theſe ordinary: 
proofs I thank it 1s a great want there should not be fome 
more ſpecial record by the Church, of theſe illuſtrious , 
and eminent inftances of the grace of God » which' have 
been in ſuch an age, - as well as remarkableinſtances of judg- 
ment. 9. Men muſt ſee this falleth not outar an adven- 
_ ture which is wrought upon one , and not an other while 
both are alike diſcerning. yea, ſome who ſeem furcheſt 
from the grace of God, very groſſe, andrude, haye been 
eaken when che-more- civil , aud refined, and of 'a more 
promiſing natural diſpoſition have bee __ by. Odoth 
nor this witneſs the grace of God , and ſoveraignity there- 
of, 10. Is -not this change oft diſcernable uponmen ins i 
6 | tim 
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- gain, or outward adyantage could they deſigne in. that 
which is ſo uſually acrended with outward hazard, and 
lofle, or what credit from men z while it maketh them 
the very butt of the worlds hatred, and reproach ? Yea, 
can it be thought that all theſe could have combjacd to 
conſpire into ſo great a cheat > I muſt appeale Atheiſts 
to their ſerious thoughts of this matter. 12, The mar- 
yellous cffe& of this change, doth ic not witneſs this is 

- no fancy or deluſion, when men are reached with ſuch 
" aftrokes. and by one word , as hath made the tout hearted 
and moſt daring to tremble , and to shew , bytheir yery 
countenance that there is an other tribunal therf mans , be- 

. fore which they are arraigned? Muſt it not be ſadearneſt 
and a marvellous poyyer , that can make ſo willing a di- 
yorce betyvixt men , and their idols, yyhich yyere once 
as. their right eye to-them » and beat them off that ground 
of ſelf-righteouſnes, vvhich they had been ſo long &ta- 
blishing to themſelyes , that should cauſe them alſo chooſe 
the reproach of Chriſt, and his crofſe before any outyyard 
b adyantage » andabandon that ſociety without which ſome > 
times they could not live? Muſt not this ſpeak gorth 
ſomething above. nature , and natural reaſon. O! may 
not the world oft wonder what is. become of their old 
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ry oy #, SS ; ; 
near to himig the ſpirit , 5. xft 


inthar ſweet path; 15 we mult ſay there are ſomethings , 


and ſome. ſuch an 


| 1 fo corey evidences , as may 
witneſs to men, and rationally d 


emonſtrat the ſame$ 


the  convittion whereof they. cannot” poflibly shun, if 
they bur come near';” and in their ſerious thoughts 'con- 


':x, Hovv greats and excellenta company doe bear this 
teſtimony , even as many as in-every time did eyer ſerve 
God1n the Spirit ; 1s notthis tranſmitted by the fathers to 


the children' as their experience? And as certainly tryed - 


by ſucceeding ages, a'truth yvhich is not once, ortyvice 


proved inthe Chriſtians life, for the proofs thereof are in« . _ 


numerable , © and pk heniigg , vvhich they have had, 
yea., amongſt all the Saints fince the dayes of Abel , to this 
preſent time, there was never one contradifory witneſs 
could be produced.” © 

' 2. Are not theſe who dothus teſtify , what they haye oft 
found in ſecret retitements to'God,, ſuch whoſe teſtimony 
in any other inatrer , the worſt of men could not-refaſe or 
deay to be famous, I'am fare the World is convinced, thar 
the followers of Chriſt dare not , yea, uſe not to deal falſe- 
ly inother things with theſe they have co do with how ever 
theifmalice carry them to reproach them, yea, thar they 
are more to be crediced then ſuch, whotnake a ſcorn of Re- 
I:g10n. | 
>, Have they not had as great an intereſt, and $share of 
the World as others, and been of as diſcerning ſpirits to 
know the true value of things , whoFtom their experience 
doenot only declare , there 1s antmdoubred reality in con- 
verſe with: God > but that che jog- and delight __ 
14.5) whic 


isatruth/w] rs; very convincingly demonſtrat; e= : 
ven to the view of the world , and toſuch who are bur © 
onlookers-on the ſame ', x 16h. 1: 'ver.3. Phil. 3-"wer. 20, Þ 
I confeſſe this 15 a rruth cthatmuſt befpiritually diſcerned, - 
and therefore the world cannot know itor reachthat uri. 
ſpeakable joy , and delight which'is found by the Saints | 


Py TEES EE... *. 
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'qvhichrhey:have/fourd; is above all 


:world ;'and fome'other ſociety (then thac 'of 'men with 
-which they have interconſe? Whence are their frequen 
retirements; from which they haye- been ſeen-ſo oft to 


: come forth with greateſt fatisfaftion, and with ſomere= 


-markable change 1n their caſe + doth 4t not thus 2 
"They are nor alone”, when they are alone, yea » infuch aſolnude 
muſt find fomerhing very defireable > - eta + 
5, I5-not this alſo reftifyed in ſuch times, when men 
could not well diſſemble, or be ſuſpefted of deceit; -in 
times. of great outward aMi&ion 5 'when the World alfo 
hath been moſt. tempting , with its offers, yea» ar death 
when they are ſtepping oyer that threshold; atime, wherein 
thewords of dying men are of greateſt weight , and credir , 
thelpirits of ſuch being chen more unbyaſſed , and free of 
theſe ordinary temptarions wherewith others are fwayed. 
How oft havethey arſuch times declaredthac furely Godis 
familiar with'men, which they have found , and though 
they were going to change their place,yer werenot'to change 
their company, - | | 
6. Can that be 2 deluſion which is ſo ſenſible in the 
preſent time, whereof the Saints are not more ſure chat they 
live then they are ſure of this cruth, what near approaches', 
what refreshing viewes they have got while God hath 
come near to their ſoul\, what a diſcernable eleyation'of 
their ſpirits doth po along with this +" yea, on theother 
hand, as the withdrawing hereof is very ſenſible ro them. 
ſive» ſo 'is there not ſomething 'of this content 
anders, howegreat- a change', and difference _—" | 
BY ets = 


the World 
did not _ 
what 2 dri 


FOFY RT H. That the righteons is more excellent then his 
wetghbour, Prov. 12: ver, 26. And hathan other ſpirit which 
is. greater , and more choice;, then that which is in the 

Vorld , is 2 truch which, Iam ſure, men notyvithſtand- 
1gg all cheir prejudice muſt needs confefſe , and that therein 
the Scriptureis truely yerityed yyhen ſuch clear and convin. 
Cing evidences , doe ſtare them in the face. I confeſſe the 
Saints are much under adark cloud here, through the preva= 
lency of corruption, yea, are oft accounted as the filth of the 
World, but when grace in any greater meaſure, &in its vigo- 
rous exerciſe Pax o Shevwv it ſelfe, then there: appeareth ſo 
_ muchas will darkenall the grandour of this arch , & force 
men to ſee an excellency upon the ſaints, beyond any others, 
they cannot altogether shun ſuch a conyiRtion. Firſt > whar | 
anevident differenceis betwixe their way, who walk with 
(God, 8 chat of the moſt poliched moralift, ſomething is ” 

the 
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Wo ob eknoin rebar ppb mars res 
| -withareſpe@ to ſome greater intereſt then any thing here , 
'} havemoreof a large heart to ſerve their generation,: then 


theſe whoſe ſelt-inrereſt.is ſeen to þethe firſt ;: and laſt inall 
their motiotis. | | SETS 
+2. May it tiot alſo appear to onlookers that tender ſe. 
rious Chriſtians who live neer 'God/s do truly witneſſe 
their reſemblance, 8 likenefſe to hit to whom they move , 
asto their great, and laſt end, yea, do evidence , amore 
true excellencyof ſpirit , what aſweet calm, andſerenir 
they have within , . while going through things that are moſt 
croſſe, and yexing ; | with what diſcernable quietnes theſe 
caw-look upon moRaffrighting revolutions inthe world; as 
ſuch , whoſetreaſure, and great intereſt is beyond hazard, 
though the earth-were all turned toashes. / Feet 
3- Is there notſo.much in the. way. and carriage of the 
Gints, yea, ſuch a'majeſty', and Uuthority ; that attend» 
eth holines, as doth force reſpe&; and fear, even from 
theſe, who doe moſt hate them, yea, and doth force men 
to juſtify ſuch , intheir conſcience, whom they openly re= - 
proach,' and'perſecut ; whence, is it that a ſerious tender - 
Chriſtian , is ofta ſcarr croyy , & terrourto the pr > 
vyhen there is-no outyyard cauſe for it, but that are 
firuck vviththe: conviQtion -of a more excelent _ ».in 
theſe, carrying ſuch areſemblance-ro the image of God as 
_ fear, andſubje&ion from thar ſpirit vyhich-isin the 
yyorld. . © FELINE © ico <1 xd 
4- Doth not a Chriſtian , and. holy vyalk cauſe men 
Shinz , asa light in the tnidfſt of a crookedand peryerſe ge= _ 
neration , yea darken all their neighbours , and in the darkett 
night, is it not-ſeen hovy grace-shinetbuyy3th the greateſt 
re >. vvhat a ſyyeet, and edoriferons-ſent., \doth* this 
even ſend througbthe country yyhere: they live , that may 
Shevy-to all yyhat a: difference 'there-is., betyvixt ſuch, 
and theſe yyho are yalloyying in this puddle of the 


earth, 
$. Is 
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age! ts ki widins luſtre. hdeaty; yea w”— 
| -iething more becoming our immortal foul thar'ts ſeen'iin 4 
Ys .thi; 2 nal-of Chriſtians , their bearing injuries for-Y 
| ' «giving ſuchavinjure them! vvithourreviling,. thenio that 
vindictive ſpirit veohichis inthe vyorld;, tharſure ſuch: 
vvalkebya more! excellenc rule, and: move from a higher 
| poo ; 
6: r-may be alſo: evident to the-yvorld vvhar another. 
ſpirir i is in-ctheſe, vyho: Yo.not boyy. vvith the ſpeare- of 
every rine'; "nor" yeeldiro: men becaiſe :of:their .outyvard. 
er. "then'in:thar ſpiric vvhich-isin the vyorld;,. chat” 
-yyhile'che-one: dott-preſſe men to ſave themſelves on: any 
-mearmis./- the other dork cauſe the Chriſtian "rake | up"his 
.crofſey' yea; laydownhislife,, ro ſave his Coniſcience ; -& 
-whencers thacp hea and:refolution by which the godly 
-meimes of liffering have overcome their perfecutors ; cheir 
bold avoyving of p bras betore/men;:vyhen hazards are 
molbobvious , and-rhar: advantage vyherevvith they appear: 

_ boveothers in ſuch"aitmie.” . O?* doth icnot clearly yvitz. 
"nes; they ate of another: mertal\, vvhodoethus abide the 
fire, yea ;/ become more bright by: chat evvherewich others. 
are conſumed» 

-Twould add that which the world cannot deny how: this 
ſpirie which is in'che- Saints, hath prevailed ovet the 
greareſt:emiſements of 'carnal gain, and-pleaſurey; which* 
'tomany:may ſeem axwonder, as the'popish:;party did once 
_ of Luther; | Zeftia bation curar aurum, that which they 

did ſpeak in'contempe;} chat it: did prove hima: beaſt, did | 
ineffe& shew him therein, to beſomething above men; for 
that is'a rg, gies th Wilich the x ropes of the world could Ne- 


4 ver ſtand: | | 
Wo - "pep TH, | *7hapdloyiomifctomcouragtineve: which is held farh 
5 #6: rhe People of Godltunder rreuble and: fuſferng for. bis name it 4 
pronwy ge CRE herein yer iy tam ſure; not 
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If. 5 1; vere 1s, . 


4. The very countenanceand outward appearance of the 


godly ,” in 2 luffering rime , doth oft declare thepeace,” and 
tratiquillity of their ſoul; ſo as ſurely they muſt have joy, and 


fatiſtation from whence the world doth-not know , & have 
ſome other correſpondence, then with things viſible , for it 


| | may be oft ſaid,as{of Danicl&his telloiws chat underjgreateſt 


preſſures,” and a-very-mean condition they look: as well, 
yea ,' with as much chearfulnes as, theſe who live 'on the 
Kingsallowance. © - - 


' 2. Itcanbe no counterfeit , 'whichshould thus recone 
cile the chriſtian: wittia ſuffering lor; 'for it is known' how 
very ſearching affition and: trouble proveth,, which oft 
doth broach the veſſel; and bring forth-what hath formerly 
moſtcloſely lurked:' And O! doth notthat holy confidence; 
andfreedome-whiet the ſaints have evidenced in confefling 
the truth, before the princes of this world and their molt 
cruel {adverſaries , yea ,- that chearfulnes which in moſtex- 
tream pieces of ſuffering they oft doe wittneſs , even when 
they arereſiſting to the blood , doth not" this, ſpeak forth 
ſomething beyond the gallantryof a natural ſpirit, that far 
exceedeth the ordinary way of men; and-is 2 thing -the' 
world cannot reach yet cannot but. wonder', and whither- 
they will; - or not ſe& Gods very 1mmediat help , and hand- 
inthe ſame, according tohis word? * + | _ 

_ © 3: itnot ſeen how the cheerful way of the Godly under 
ſuffering while there is no outward'ground for the ſame z' 
dothinot only aſtonish/,/ but-is an exceeding torment to 
adverſaries >'when they are forced to ſee,, how all their 
endeayours (-whentheir wrath and malice hach' been-to the - 
outmoſt put forth) -haye yer been in'vain ; 'cicher to turn 
them aſide ,- or to ruine their encouragement . bur. that che * 
moſt sharp ſnfferitigs of the+ Godly .' doc till give them 


| the-ſoreſt dah, help ro firengthen; others:, and juſtify-/ 
| Gods way, and thar tender refpe&he hath ro his ſuffering ' 
-N People > cycn beforeall onlookers, © OG Eon 
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Of the Scripture. 145 


£6. el. $1,8-TH. That there 5s 4 conſcience within men , whoſe power 


& | both as 4 judge» and wines doth anſwer that clear diſcovery z the 
it | Sorprave groerh thereof » Rom, 2: wer. 15. Joh. 8: ver.9, is 2 
5. |} thing obvious even to the world which they muſt needs 
2 -| conteſſe both from ity, viſible cffe&ts on others, andthe. 
#4 working thereof within themſelyes ; that herein the 
{. | ;Word 1s verifyed theſe things make it clear, and unde. 
rs | pyable. | 

y | . 7. Thatfurechereis ſoineihing within which thus mak- 
* | ethmen affrayed to be alone with themſelyes, yea, will 


7 | , cauſe them go abroad, and frame diyerſions td be out of 
4 jÞ noiſe ,, muſt it, not be ſad earneſt , whiehhath ſgdread- 
wel ul a ſound initheirear , doth haune the wicked man whith- 


qe, 


er he will ; or not? Wherewith he would gladly be 


7: at peace , but amidſt his greateſt mirth , Jnd proſperi. 
& | &. wg doth mingle his wine with gall , arid wortts 
4p WoOOGd. | X | 

3 1 - 2, Isitnotalſo fure that then have dft ati accuſer withiq 
4 theirbreaſt, while oy ſeem to braye it out before orhers, 
4.1] whoſe judgment, and ſentence they cah by no meanesde= 
+ | cline, bur after the committing of fih; yea, onthe back 
> | of their ſinful pleaſures doth follow the lame with a bitter 


| Ning, and ring this dreadful knell in their car , that ini the 
52 | endcheir way will be bitterneſs. O ! is rot thisanaccuſs 
11 | ingconſcience ; whichdoth begin the tortneht bf ſome bes | 
y | foretherime? _ 6 

_ 3- What isitthatsHould make ines ptilt ſo legible oft 
1n 4 countenance, eyen whetr they ſtudie moſt to cons 
ceale it > and thus cauſe them give their'tongue the lye, 
yea, bewray to byſtanders whiither they will , or not ſome. 
ecret trouble, and ſore they have whithin, doth i nor 
clearly shew the power of the conſcience , which hath 
ſuch authority on men; that without violence, or conftraing 


iy | from others, doth Even force them to conteſle the truth, 
ON end ply the r6om of witneſſes » | 
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4. Ty isit ſome are ſo muck diſquieted for' ſecrer 
» Which the eyes of others could yy reach', yea þ ew 
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\condnerearh, oe inehe midſt of all ewarck adyanta- 
eroftenmoſt affrightingchoughts, much terrour, 
Wy: cvs refleRions? Oſt; it notbe tromwithin-which 
on oh 1 fear awdther power then thatofthe worlt, 


terthen of men? 
fl wa ind tan which doth force men to juſtify God 
Reb kis fianttdotl'p urſhecthem ; 'and makerth chem ſorea- 


: MegaOpnoMt na © ow of-ibbir ſtrait e- why 45: the ſenſe of 
-guite'; ſaveryaſſrighting ardeath., is itnot the conſcience 
" vwhivlr Uoeereſigeddinorcjoig ement., and'exrendirs po+ 
" Fworeo marters ofaneverlaſting concerament;: and duration? 
5, Whit rholSHERedaT crembleat theword ably 
-thuch bares ſearching tft ry, is it. not becauſe the Ligh 
-dotty xoriwent them 3-5 os the'wortl doth! canyon. ; 
name none, but char there 15/1 portion whic 
En 5 LO of the truth, and oth plaialy ſay 


ri22Y.- rip. rm the workofminbfeuſtity theſe is-ſecrer, 
:whom' they 6peiily h4& coridemned , that; whileghey ace 
"ear tratgpating he he fainrs fot trith: and holioes, yer; for 
\lventietn's ahid/ their way azfavorable teftimo- 
bverothe belly fats; eheit urn yea what iis-1t 
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avhbie! dey hate» doth: ir! ride -Shew! ſomer 
E they are not able tore eZ otnir ial 
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- "exraatu That there is 4  teward: for che vightenve and 


nivtinntine rotheone;; and 
'othevy _ forced: to rene. 


- the Seriptare. 2147 
eerrifyng examples 'of this kinds have dech ſer-upfor 
all thav paſt” by co look 0n-91fiich as Spirs » »Latormus 
Olivarius/|8&c and-eruly {1 chink-ir-is a greit: want: there 
Should; trot be 4 more particular record: of fuch;;1yyhich 
> vyouldigive: Atheiſme ſogrearadasby yea,oforee:menits 
conteſſe the truth of "Y _—y andof the mew $r-40n 
Ry I] 'FLS, 


unqneſtionable in Godlmes ,:15a tece of\the Scripture 5 
not only na 6 3 and: winmalied: 2Q1 

Chriſtian ;"in-his-experience » bur is lo, held :forth/in 
every age , as in great letters to-the: view of the world 


} Pro 53: ver it, "Ps. 97: wer. LT. Iſcc3; Ver 196; \Irigtrue:thar 


the Chraftians lor is oft followed with mucherouble $:and 
ſometimes with loſs of his hfe, - which.may ſeem to have a 
very diſmal aſped :. for that: Foy eat goodnes which theman 
whofearet-God hatir enſared-to. him: is much/laidupin 
another world 5 (buritis alſo ſure that there are-rſuch-no- 


ben rin mrs ee proofesof this:truthrheld fortheyen tothe 
3 'ob men 5 


by which the-Lord-hath-»;.inevery. 
ages confirmed — thar L-am-fure We 10 


7 o_ canmorenfoyeroven theſe things, 


7: Thar this is the very dictate of 4 natural eotfliegs 
nov only :thac God's, -bor tharihe 1s a revvarden pf fuch 


'a8 ſerve: him ,' yea » none) amongſt anen; are-ſo q 
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humane. appearance-z. this indeed is ho: Romance , bur a 
rioſt ene hiſtory which/chrough alltimes and many ex= 
Anples 'be'wrirten of the: Word and: providence 
whit h sk6uldſurpaſie, teviohoſt fanay tharany fictions or 
romancedidever contain. - 

- g--Muſttt'notbe-convinci , everttothe worſt.of men, 
what leſffingdorh oft ollow the mean tot of ſome 
oft ints;/yyhich can 'maketherr-little reach far and 
cauſe ehett abotudamorein theirpoverty then others amidfh 
theiraboandance; vvhich I think the vyorld , cannotshun 
to'obſerye and gather that there is ; fure, ſomething ee 
chenthefsovyneare, vyhich doth: their buſines-3:.and hovy 
chacordidaty /proverbe falleth nor to:theg round »i thatitis 


berteyeo be happy then yvſey vvhen they — 7 X50 judg-" | 


mentÞbloyy tipon ſome' mens. eftatethatno ones Can pre- 
vehr»--anda ſecret bletling: vyhichmaketh. things pro 
atdrakeeffeft; and: doth: the Chriſti little, ; 


foas it may beeafy forſuch veho lookeabroadto ſce where | 


real contentement vvith-chearfulnes , and giving of thanks , 
uſeth'to dwel. 


Tand4n ng pr Porioror rw 1g yea how oftenthey have 
unlooked for-outgate » | i contrary: to all 


4-4 /Miynorthevvortd , :{6& thereis a eaſt itz good cone 
ſcience howiitle ſoever. they Sartake af the World , thar: 


| v Vi 7 ir itshand'y/ vuhereasſo-remakable a diffe. 
rehce, 'may bei diſcerned: betyvixet: che countenance, and 
carriage of ſach/5and of them vyhotruſtin falſchood:, that 
ſurely ind timeoffirait, .cheſe haveanother kindeof ſecuri. 
ty's and-vonfidenice, when greateſt natural ſpirits fail; yeay 
that theſe alone can enjoy themſelves , have the moſt 
can and'cormpolſed ſpirits, amidft rhe ſeveral changes of 


their life3/tharF.accordingtooutward: chings:;!:theirpeace, 
dottt.notebtyy!nor flow37buutheyare avaſcenadvantage. | 


| eco toe erm or outwitted with: 


ir firaites 5246/28 16 will;be moſt caſyitherey roſee the 
good'and! advantage of religion, when the vanity of other 


ph oe » is moſt diſcernable, © 5. Is 


and the/prattiſeof godlinefs hath ſome pre- 
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'bumiliry;: &folloyverh ſachs: barizflceth fromchemwho 


doe.moſt uf > yea , that:faithfulngs-and an upright 
vvill-gain credic evehtamontzſt- har} a16mayes: 3 fand 
relpett beforerhe World. IDA: 3578 ST !/& SIC. © þ SITEE 7! vl 
. 6-:'Thactheſe yvho arejaichful anthein 8nd. 
improvers of a ſmall talent »: have: uſuallyj:more- 


.vvith: ſome diſcernable//grouth ; Sollovving! the i 


and as the drying up of the parts of ſome..as'ai 
.on-unfaithfulnes', 1s-oft obvious x allah a pleas 
upon ſerious diligence as hath \made theilaft inſt; andie- 
_ outrun ſuch yyho- yvere once; before them;; yeas+1res 
ſeen hqvv grace helpeth- mens-gifts;s/c dothy raiſes 
limaz their ſpirics', above chat vvhich;,onge they 
—_— £4 Bf Cy 5 #6 
7: Doth not: theLord wi Ga mk differs oft; 
botyvixr the: righteous , -and the vyicked-ingtime-of:co- 
mon .calamity:? /'that-a: ſtrange outgate vvith the.cancurs 


rence: of ery:marvellous-providences» doth, ſomerime 


try{t ſuch even tothe convictions of onlogkers.vyhich may 
tell the:World. ſuch have hadaninviſible hedge of preſer- 

rationabour- them , and have been.under, ſomeb {ads 

thenithewr oyvn. - 

8. What a clear peak wage a ungodly men oft. _ ro 
thiurh.,. at their. death ,,orar ſomegtherftzaig; fo ghar 
their confeignce hath-forced hem-o.. jultty.,the godly 
mens:choice'5:and-t0/fay that! thelot of - ſuch 1s onely.n {t 
defireablegsyeas: vvith much bicterpes : to;; l3tnent- their 
folly that:madeinot-religionmerethetrb O 
and; advantage. vyheteot',. is noyy 'no. matter. of deba 
ſure:the World vvill conſcilchovy oft, thecou | 
\ omowone; bene ſich. men, 'tothis ruth > hatl 

m9: 81{13- 9yc£c( # 25yi9 +13 $58 | wy 
logos Shall:bat adde ,. thas vwhich is-la.yery. 
hoyy aichfulnes/.and-integrity :doth- HOES : 
vricthmvrchoionr ,> yea! maketh-irchavea ſyyeetc YOU, 
intheir-generacions, then either-riches, 01 QUEYYATA:PLE+ 
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E » thet _ | *cauſt of fin, is2trurh whict | 
geby many convincing inftanees 


hetdfotrochem wheres may ſee the Scriprure clearly, 
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cho wenn ali couched this in the ſecond Argumenthex 
| 0 of the: Church , and t6 theſe whoare 


poiaracthicwuth as iti 151athe providen God; writtgh 

one reatletters as are 0bvious to the view of the World, 
o i 

_ ceinarky irivtruemachmay be laid over to thar greargene- 


ral affize'of the"laſt oro fead , that day of xerriburiony, 


yea ,-ſomerimes we ſee the moſt wicked andyile; g6'in 
peace to the” rave, the ſoveraignity of God; 'doth alſe 


appear very e » inthedifferencmeaſurez/and kind | 


of 'padichment; andit'is roo evident hiow!prone men are 
Sthing Aon more tothe intereſt that ſecond cauſes have, citrſueh 
TR to xdivinehand ; bur thisis alſs-ſure [thatthe 

d'is known on the-earth , by 'the/judgement which 

hoe -execuretli, and'it>every age doth ſer up ſuch Tofivines 
ing exatnples betore men, that rhe ror + wormmo' 4 


oh Fs oft: net gr omoneh muſt break*this */"ixgs 
ral as they'will , "and orce this ackno 

thacfiieh ridgements ;/ catibeno caſual _ 
thirig'of 2 power igher then man, anda 
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conſcience- that not only No AN PU 
| y__— Vertue 3: and--ViGe:» » BUG, FVEN« d dans regal 
ern Gods putting : Te 
how flagitious: crimes uſe. ro be patches pop Fok nd; 
we. may {ay , time could neyer-yet wear out the 'gbſeryas 
rionof this truth, through the!'World., Anfchough many 
_—— ” — ys credited, which ngþ| 
klyevanish, irhotegenohagrente> 
gogengs 7.99 fal hood ; yet itis ſue», -hawincbedark - 
eſtparts of the earth, this hath been ſtill noticed dgocd 
mark . and tranſmitted fram, one- age +19 anothersyeay 
the records of the nationseven by heathen,writens,, She! 
what remarkablepunishment , harh followed:cruel | 
ſion, Caveuant-breaking, and þloodshed., and.ſuchorber 
offe. ſins againſt the ſecond table » yea, hewtheſp have 
on che uſual foreruaners of: great ſtrokes on Kingdomes 
and.familycs. ; 0194397708 
2.: Doth not the World hoe, thac i ig Ee rene 5. 7 S 
judgements which have.come on a pations,/ and. Propio 
there is. ſomething higher then .ioftruments. or ſecond 
cauſes , .which may be- very. evident in briogi the ſame 
about; ſo char all who gae by >.,muſt coofelle,, ſuch is.no 
caſualtryſt , nordothanſe out af theduſt,, burthar lucely 
adivine hand is. there »and.cruely, though ſome. delolatin 
ſtrokes, are yery terrible in-themſelyes, andblood.+ 
. ruines should.be vo ..matter zof;pleaſure.,;,yet;,, whereas 
- thereby  thar ately ſand, is: beard , even his: voice who 
maketh/ the eaxth. to.tremble,, and Gods made known ;tO 
the ſons-of wen, weshould.notonlywith fear « but-even 
ſome holy congratulation, conſiderhis work; -now.toclear 
what & cenviicing witneſs.chele are tothisamtrh yd oball 
 pointatſameyery obvious remarkes , which:] andorai 
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choly, juſtizo dach-keep 2nd:doch-uhay 
of - cho judgemere eat Dok i mer af mealure'; and kings: 


-- 10 thar- it is oP perfor mtu pre 
ye rightcoulnes. of God-theroin.”: __ 'T hatvyhenjudge. 
Meng: 15 coming on a:i2nd:it may be ſeen hovyinſtruments 
Are-raiſed:s iand in a-more' then ordinary -yvay ated vvith 
ages tor ſuch a piece of ſervice; ::4:5{A-viſible 
blaſting. cheu both:of counſel , and firength;; and: theſe 
-mEanes vvhich: otheryvayes looked moi.probable, hovy 
remarkably ſuch. are confounded even intheuſe of their or- 
-dinary\-abylities their heart-and uſual cour: e/taken from 
them-yvhile the Lord isonavvork of juc 5. That 
: Altpnishing{ucceſſe 'vohich is aſaally ſeenro: halloge theſe 
-4yhogr:the Lord ſenderh-forth to execur-his judgement, 
boyyatenche moye ſyiſtly . andvvich vigour: they doe 
Y 3 Or _ it 15 neither rivers, nor walled 
pron can-ſtand in their mountainesare-made yallics 
;to;Shew.tis the Lord aeagr 4 or Hand'in that day is frongyps ypbn 
: xhems. $0 > ſtrengthen theirloines, and make the (iv 
- -axesharpfor his ſervice. - 6. Amidſttheſe various rs 
. which come ona-land;-canmen-paſſe thar ofithe Peilence 
6 re ſome ſpecial note, whereGods'immediat.hand , 
Jupernatural-above elicny; er nataraticauſes 


; {wn 7 woe both an its: ſtrange progreſſeinſpread | 


lng which likea-lightning doth oft: gathrovyCities and 
countryes:1n:a ſmall times 'do not theſe tel aloud: ro:the 
World that they come :not unſent-and vvichourſomepe- 
>--8ial eammitlion and tharthere is no ſiryvingagairiſtrhem 3 
;/Bor ate ordinary meancs effe&ual in ſome ſuchextraordinary 
: 85until he yybo! hroughe' on, goals by kisovvn 
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tothe. cauſe by'its diſcernable'likenes, "aid" Borh"2t/the 
righteous judgement of God'which thus meafuretli'one ro 


' men'>//as-7they; have dealt'with others 2'we'fee how! thie 


Lordtryſed Agag ,- and Adonibezek,” tow-SodsmsÞuy- 
nipg luſt was puoishe- with fire from” heaven 9: yea9wtidt 
.eyen Davidhad meaſuredourt for his murther Util "adub- 
tery;\: the ſyyord Shall not depare:from-his/houfe,-arid for 
theother his-wives-by-his own fonabuſcd, agd cruely every 
ages. obſervation can witneſs” this truth frotsimany/con- 
vuncing examples , that there is a'God' who" jutgeth' in 
the earth, 1t being oft ſeen if men«would ſerioush'ob= 
ſerve. .' 3, How an yniyerſaloyerſpreadingof twin aland:, 
hath uſually ſome national, and univerſal ftrokefoliswing. 
4 2- Thatblood waiteth on bloody men; andſuffereth 


_ .themnot oft to live our half their» dayes ;\oneoppreſſour 


punished. by another, the unmerciful mani, payed/hsme 
.4n his pwn; coyn , by ſuch as $hall-shew: as:licrſe thercyito 
him, ox:his.- 3. How:the proud, and infoletitavhoido 


- moſt huntafter outward glory are uſually tryſted vyith fome 


humbling abafing ſtroke, he poyvreth contempt'on-prin- 
,6eS+andifuchyyho. vvillnot honour God; shall 'notibrook 
»Bhatihonour they ſeek from man. 4. 'Fhat' fuchivvho'hive 
.beeni moſt igiven! yp to-uncleannes are: oft ſeen:nor'to'en- 


. ixreaſe astoitheir poſterity y.but their: iſſue obſerveably 
26 made:to; Faile » Yea, by 2 divine hand roated outs ſure 


\ 


»many ſuth fagnal examples-mighr be inſtanced. *'57 {How 
ſuch who-have chooſed finroshun trouble , and ſuffering , - 
have antheir- finfal way got as large a:meaſure-thereofy'as 
(that; mawwho: in Queen Maryes time ſaid: the eonldinot 
[burn.forgbe:truth ,-and therefore forſookit;, iby:av unſeen 
kandbad:both himſelfe, andihis houſe in one 'nightþurne. 
» 6: ; Fhat the treacherous y/- 20d deccitful menarech$dealt - 


-with by others , yea, children who' have been/unduttiful 
ta::their:iparents,, .have: from theirs mer>withi the ſame 


; qanpdves: 7 That whileſt -men to make's petehaſe 
- Ave ev 


en«denyed themſelves:the neceſfary nſe'bf oweward 
gs: are:oft:{tenito:leave their-eftate toſachs/who do 
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 #may: be eaſy:toſce,, theftroke poigging /as witarl hileid 


ons mndmaſty punished theLord with.a ſus 
EDD, of themſelves, = | 
+ o8ci-How ſuch as have: joyned toger 
Es againſttherrath xr viably re | 
astotheir. own privat intereſt ,. arm rs we muſt ſaythere 
is oft {ſuck a:tryſt- of very convincing circumſtances, in 
| are hs mm of God, with ſuch a reſem- 

ro yea, judgement ſometime purlucing 
meninthevery place, where the fin hath been may rd 
it-may be tafy forall who-go by to ſay , there is indeeda 
God who judgeth-in the earch. 

4-Dothait not appear , how very convincing and obvious 

this, _— 15 even tothe _ ,- from _ _ ew | 
mar andproverbial S which we inall ages, 
and: inevery part of the ky even the moſt rude, and i 
norant have had, of the judgement of. God; ifor cradly 
what elſe'are theſe but an exprefle witnes., how univer- 
fally this truth is known, andreceived by men , how much 
the. world'is convinced thereof, through a long tract of 
.obſeryacion from the. fathers tothe children, yea, thence 
they have had divinity: of their own, 'drawn out thereof, 
how ſuchfins do not uſe to-paſſe without ſome notour pu- 
mishments! Now would but name ſome few of theſe re- 
markes that havebeen moſt ufual mall times. 7. How 
ſome fainilyes have not-thriven > but a ſecret judgement 
hath-been: diſcernable thereon ſince they had hand in ſome - 
groiſe:acts of wickedneſle ; ſucb as bloodshed- , their for- 
merprofperity from ſuch a day viſibly declining. 2, How- 
thatan-evil purchaſeuſett-notco be of long continuance | 
buttheir-eſtate oft-in a'very ſtrange, and unſenſible-way 
—_— evanish; \which their-children though: frugat 
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and publick uſe harh cauſeda viſible waſtand: 


the Devil, and; \to thac airch 'fortheiv help} doth 
2 fad;, and tragick cloſe \and wruly'this 
up of \their life have been” forced to 
yy fe.: 6. Tharf, Shood doth not uſe ro/keepiirs feet; nor 
gavicked way long proſper, what everiit feeme' torthe 
firft view-» yea» TE may adde as one of the Worldsremarks 
which they cannot well Shun, chat! which feemerh | was 
ancordinary: Gaping' in the rime of Efter ,irhat ivis-socfafe 
eroubling the Church, or for men to ſtare themſelyes in ops 
poſition-to that party, aud T'dare 'not queſtion, butthis 
Shaltbe yet as convincing, and-obyjous to theWorld it 
hath been in any former ages. 2005 
5- Is nor the-appearance of x divine hand ofeveryobs= 
vious to-the Worldinthe diſcoyery-of fin, ;and+b 
fo light ſome-grofſe ats of wickednes', even-in. hon raors 
dinary way: white it-is ſeen. 1.” By what ftrangeunex- 
_ meanes/z theſe haye been: brought forth "ſuch an 
eryſt, -and concurrence of things'thereinas harh 
mr not only -onlookers', ito fome ſpecial 'femark , but 
hach'even ſtruck the guilty par —_— therhearr-with 
kg and convidtion of the fame. +2! How ithe hand 
of Ju py tfuing 'men for forme \noteur} and-knowrn 
rt :doth-oft'bring to light ſome that havebeenmoſt 
ſecret > which they thought the World could neverregch;; 
yer; ivmay be frequently. ſeen while men have beenin one 
fa found' out; it hath alſo brought forththe :of 
ſame:other; and en mr them to pr "__ is:was 2 
ey er 01 ry them for 26> Irige 
thing alſo: known 5: yea 5/- many! - undenyable. inſtavoes 
witneſſed that: marvellous diſco ery of concealed toufrher 
mn efthobodyapoortetourh heme? 


or, 


356 The fulfilling 


erc-* I confeſſe it Should! þe Hard to affert the lawful , and 


warrantable practice of ſuch an, to: ſo-extraqrdinary » 
and ffupendions:2-lign from+the Lord , where'the Scrip- 
cre goerh, not clearly betore us , but on the other hand» 


Juch-a 'hing fo lady red for ch and, andin thecaſe 
where all ordinary meanes of diſcovery have been wanting) | 


Ithink catlethus to aſeriqus remark thereof, while it-ſo vi» 
by lormeriven towitneſs his hand , who dath: make ieguts 


ao - not —_— dreadful conſternation, theſe cormenting 
feares. which men after ſome .grolle. ats of wickednefſe do 
bewny »'a.very obvious witneſs-tothis trath 2. that there 


i5-a Godiwho jug on. theearth;; - in. whoſe hands itis 2 


wriecniog to fall » audsheweth how greata punishment 
| a its ſelfe, truely it Atheiſts turn not bru- 


5 ge -and. ſtupid » they muſt. notice this, and confeſle 2 
(0$s which oft reach cheir cares.,- what have been 

the -horgd cryes. of, many dying .men who haye moſt ſport- 
ed: with, fin1 their life ; 'rhatmay-cell byſtanders-there is 
Sade ſtrerch forth his-handontheſoul, and con- 
icienc: o Rr OPOAACk +: erelgward carments 1s any way 


9. 1 would farder adde theſe extinerdinary ſigns , and 


prodigies which do uſually go before ſome ſtroke'and judge- 


ment-on 2 land » do-they-not clearly -point-at a divine hand 


mthedames Far as theſearea ſolemn forewarning from 


Heaven to:givg.menan-alarum;;:before' remakable chan- 
860, ;the-rruch \whereof/the World cannot deny »:{o-we 
muſk, ſay they are..a- convincing; teſtimony ,” that-theſe- 
jedgements arc no; caſyal-things »; which-che Atheiſt» can: 
not anſwer, it being. ſo;clear. - '3*;'That ſuch fignes/ and 


phages s have been. in every;age; vilible:ta the/World,! 
| IT a the. graveſt hiſtories both! ak duatiniec 


later euness;do- fully. witnes «2. Thar fuch ching 

id alſo be Foexigus am gromneeplyriontin the:Wor © 
weiknow che. yn 7 is-mo 
LukeAil ener 1; 1:Andas. we 
PrOmn We: we ro alſo 


ol anplp: 


agal 
wa: 


elſes. Jock ie. 30s, 


p- -v -” "9M 
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--.- 445, 7 We Feripenee,”- 111i) 1 VIS 
theiſtical inadvertency at theſe ſtrange works of the Lord, 
which call both for fear , and obſeryation, - ' 3; 'Dhat ſuch 

2 have 'been 'uſually previous" to great -calatnities\, and 

ſc  judgements'on a People, is a thing'that all'agesmuſtwit- 

'> | neſs, even theſe, who have been'moſt cautious,  anddif- 

- cerning /in their time,” who could not sShuit'this as a're- 

Lo mark, Herodotus doth ſer that downas 2 think moſt ſure, 
in his ſixth Bock , Cam Dew: punirurut off gentem'y ES urbemr, 

g prodigrts 1d ſolet fignificare ,, and Lucan could tell 5' what 

o |, went before the Romans civill wares, ———— Saperigue 

EC Finder Prodigits terras implerunt , yea » it can hardly be 

2 || inftanced any great change 3” or reyolution in/the- earth, 

it which hath th 0 ſome ſuch extraordinary Herald'goin: 

- before. 4.Can the World deny how ſometimestheleprodi= 

2 gious fignes haye been shaped out to point at. the very na-. 

n | cureof the ſtroke then imminent, by a ſtrange reſemblance 

M to: the ſame, ſuch as a flaming ſword inthe WO GR 

s || pearance of armyes fighting even ſometimes upon -the' 

1- earth, to che'yiew 'of -many , moſtſober, and 5adiciouss 

y onlookers , alſo showersof blood,” thenoiſe of Drummes;y/ 

and ſuch like , which are known uſually to go'before: 

d | warr, andcommotions. - ; 


d "1 NT H That thete are evil ſporers 5\ Eph; 6:12. Rev, 20; 
na || -.2,3. 2nd 2 Diabolical power ſuch as the: Seriptiire 
N hath heldforth whoſe conſtant work is the rams and/un- 


e | doing of man, 'is-a:truth not only: witnefſed/from''that; 
&> | experience Chriftians have of their afſaules bur is unde- 
wi | nyableby the world ;-and greateſt. Athieſts 5-exceprithey! 
+ | denythedifcovery of ſenſe as well 'asreaforn, ' - 19441614 227 
| LI'confefle it may cauſe fear ,” and-aſtonishment: toi think; 
5 | onthis; 'thar-ſpirics ſo 'knowing s aud'once-originally ex 
$2 | cellents ſhave fallen thus into'fuch/ antheightiof indy 
x! | tion, againſt infinit goodnefſe,;that iris now! cheironly 
vs, | aims. and-pleafite” to dishohor:God;, and deſtroy kisima-- 
2 | gemumaiiviiirhould frideed cauſe-us' fear him thay ſpartdd 
not\che;Abgelswho ſinned. [Bur che-cruchic: felfeisifures 
thatiſnch a party 1s at this day, encompaſſing the m_ 

2nd 


S. >, 
ae if" 


253 _ Fe” Dh 


and450&ckingap's and; dowa;theres /to prove which by 
arguments were to we. candle ro let men ſee thar itfis 


que inal every where >: Thouſands lying in his 


- chaines :Hhow tar do. we.ſee;:many transformedeventothe 


veryamage ofthe Devil, which in theſe deſperat prodigious 
Acts of avickednes that: are oft in the. world CoM appears Nt 


duck whereat: we:Should think humane nature's though 
t-eeuld not-but tremble, yea,. look on. with hor- 
rours hovy tnanyani-allages. haye even been in-an exprefſe 
cqyenant-withthem+.. and-is not there a great part of. the 
earth where the:Devitis viſibly , and audibly known where 
he hath-akind;of neighbourhood with men? Bur there 
peas forſtichademonſtrarion, I onely here aitn'to 
d forth what ——_— eruth. this! is» and of -great 

e-if ſerjoul] ps » [yet » how beth"'the 

Seripture » and Chriftian Religion ,-; hertby-cevidents 


Ipccaetfamed: kace- theſe. hinge muſt CI fol- 


lows Þ 


3; to 29 


ao! \Fhar-ia- thische Scripture. is rely, falflledwhich 


Joth witnes:what-theſe, Spirics ates: adverſaries to man, 
4a their.nature x: and; inchgation outs 1k . whoſe 
adtings i the earth ;-have, my —_ deneytomehs hunr, 
and run $: '1YEAs/: thei, pr nalwayes! dp 
reſted -to)that-efid; ws nw anacuralinbred 


unbrbee\o10 2913810 913 v4 oil 


Herrour awliichis:40/manag 
-{'Sz;Fharie 06. comajon-thing. which theyſo-nuch pur- 
foes, -NOFe.; rue > — AAR 


great + andectuel 01 no chrenden in continues} labobn;; for 


ndencyt0+uin pftate in-che 
World; no it is —_ evident ghis i5-the the-tmmor- 
aa 1bs:to undoe themh in that great: intereſic; Vivieh is 
T000G matk- herant hey lore, ,nhs 


& >d3 21 137 1669 eacte 200 3r 42G] ibid birov 


EYE 
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Ss. 


day:s; yyiule- ir; 1 ordinary: familiar: converſe 

ſhare ther ® 86d lace too: eaſy 10 diſcern that 

bet dens hichch plac this world hath uponthe children 
| -obvious arc the marks of hiscon- 


aft 1 be 
_ _ 


3, +: 


of the the Scripture. 259 
move oe: Gp dee: avhich chay'-ars-> -conclud'- 
3- Isitnotan undenyable confequence ofchivernchehar 
there muſt be an inviſible World that hath'inhabirants' of 
another kinde then ſack\as/archere, - tha fire there is ſome 
being above man, yea a real correſpondence betwixt inett , 
-and Spirits', and; Should not mah thus placed"ina middle 
eſtate betwixt- the Angels and che $ here below 'p 
taking in his body with the one, - butin hisreafonable'fouT 
' with-the other thence raiſe himſelfe to' *thou ts of ſome 
-more excellent condition for whick he is , then 
aſenſual life, :and that ſurely che ſoul hath an nintereſt in an 
other world ; whictjhe should moftTlook after 9:0: « * 
. . 4« Muft:not this alſo be ſure that there'is'an inviſible 
guard, and theſe deſperat Spirits are-under reſtraine'by-a 
y_”u ſtronger then they which can bound their:malice , 
this may be certain that theſe who have ſo-greatenmity 
- t0man, (ate ſo near, and have ſuch” advantages over'tis 
could notkeep at ſuch a diſtance, buechac theyarokeeprin 
 chamesbya higher power; /' 
F- How is that now bytheGoſpe! nd withinthis pre- pre- 
cin& ofthe Church, Sathans power is ſo much "eftraind i 
reſpeR of former times while it is known what a familiar 
converſe they had with menzdid ever haunttheif houſesand 
were fo pdblick'in their appearance under ſuch” tiamesof 
Faaves ,- and: Srounies which ſince the 'breaking'i "of the 
lght of qhe Goſpel hath not beett, yea hath not rhe. Devil 
te:this/day ian open throne _—— domition in-rheſepartsof 
the earth where Chriſt is not wotshiped 3/'ie is alſo known 
how the oracles ofoldid ceaſe}, 'and that publick worship 
which:the world: for many ages litd en them: Lohr 
vyety-time of 'Chriſts aptiratics; -and breaking np? of the 
Goſpel-rheſe nigh beaſts getting'to thei” d s when * 
wvnce the 'day>was broke up.” 'P utarch, and ocherheath I» 
comeiters/ar6a withies to this: : 21 
-! 164 "Wh&tice-is it that within che'Church where Sethi | 
© thiftirefiehineds; yet there fie doth more ſtar ther inal 
*he"world belids? 'Pgth it not shew that that is the party 
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tes 5 not men to more 
£0 its true ri ri nf 


19G ; for here. 


a convin- 


cher Is & the wn Ot. the, Fen ure's 
OSA mig ons ele Fay. + other humor, - "het: pto. 
turn this,poiſon. into an, anti Hh againſt it ſe ſcife * Put: *his 


15 ſures and undenyable , the diſcoyery Reract: cannot but 
ts thegreateſt Atheifti in the te. from oo cpnyincing 
Evidences. 


3. Thatitis ſeenno priyat quarrel w bick eyerwas among 
mey hath been with ſuch vigour , and malice perfued', as 
Ls onthe account of religion which hath fill urthe 

orld more in a flame, then any privat intereſt; 'ye1, it i 
ofa mane how men are carried with the ipajee of thei 
own natural inclinations to oppoſe the Charch, and} People , 


of Gad, 
2-1 - is feed... and enmity could never be ealavad nap | 
through ſucce ons of cime, 2 ſtrife which 1s hot late 


df ,Qr.to. be (ec only I.one age , betwixt the children 
Rar woman and 7 Feh. vl 2 ry moſt lage Sy, 

men the. greate eace = makets', could 

be A Way, on Nile theſe two parties; 5 
£0 hayc till ſerved themſelyes heirs to 


3 Ny on a of; cheir fachers * BOT the” 


'in Fn hx oe : 6k ror 
74 eyens In ingly who are otherwayes noted? js #7 
lilpoſicion , while once LY degipy ro ve 
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neyerhad anyperſo perſonal injury? ſure their conſtierice mult 
oft tell that they have no reaſon , or any other provocation 
then what is from the appearance of the image of God in 
ſach z 'but this i5 their natare, and indifpoſition, an en- 
nicy Which they'can nomorehelp. , then they can change 
cheirfigrure , or the Leopard can change its ſpots. | 
''5.. Fromm wharaftrone inclination, and inward principle 
doth the Worldthus a& m its oppolicion to the Church and 
foliowers of God? whileft it is clear, that though theſe. 
were never {o quiet and peaceable, yer their enemyes are 
ſtill reſtleffe, and cannor ſleep beſide them. 

6: It is feen how: this doth ſeparat berwixt neareſt 
Friends, and relations, and alienat ſuch who have ſome- 
times been moſtdear toother, no bond in nature ſo Rrait 
whicliit willnot break , ir doth oft ſer the husband againft 
the wife and the parents againſt the children , yea, when 
religion once breaks up in a corner of aland, or a fami- 
ly, doth it not then make a viſtble jarr , and put allin 2 
flame ? Bs 3 

5, Tt is clear that when once grace appeareth in men 
they areas a ſign, and wonder to a profane generation, 
the World doth then ſenſibly change her countenance. 
and looketh likea ſep - mother , while onthe other hand 
w ts clear that pro rs turning looſe , and runnin 
to that exceſle of riot with others, will cauſe their old 
adverſaries warm towards them , and alace , proveth 
the ſureſt way to gain mens frienship while: the World, 
thinks, they are their own , when once they turn profa- 
ne. \ ig \ 


" 'ELEVENTH. Thatthe Crearmre rr made ſubject to —_ 
becadtfe He # which not only the wiſeft of men., but the 
_ Spirit of G 


od, dothr witnes' that things here bencaththe 
ſlin, are indeedi yanity , and vexation of ſpirit Rem; '8: 
wor, 20, Eccleſe 2: wer. 11. 15 a piece of the Scripture in 
ſuch-great letters written forth to the yiew-of men , that 


I 


» = 


LAN Walk goat {E] 
,  __ "ofchaBeciptite. 163 
+ Tt is true the cauſe, and folid remedy -of this ſo-ge- 
neral. a- complaint, is only; reached by the Godly mau', 
in who kno werh how to read the yanity of the-cyeature 2 as 2 
N- piece of the fulfilling ofthe word , and doth ſeriouflyconk: 
ge der yer rhey are & not asthey appeat ,  butiris all 
ſure , that.in every. age through che various\changes of 
le # mans life-thisis ſocleuly witneſſed , thacthe moſtgrofie-, 
nd and bratish , cannot Shift the conviction thereof: buriin 
eſe. one of theſe two times have been forced coa publick ac; 
2rs | Knowledging of the ſame, at death , when they are leaving z 
the World , or ina day of trait whenthe Workd is leaving 
et | them, now to demonſtrat this 1 shall here but offer cheie 
Ne- few queries. 


—— 


nft Þ + !” 1. "Have not the greateſt inſtances of the glory of the 
zen World, been uſually the greateſt examples of irs vanity » 
oh andchange* how few hath ambicion raiſed, bur 1c-hath 
na | ' alſoruined, yea , giventhe ſorcſt fallrotheſe ir had lifred 

moſt high? Whar ſudden __ 4" great met and 
1ni high places » which theſe who. = eſcape, ſurcifthe 


"n, | tragedies of Princes, and fuch whe&acheir condition have 
ce: been raiſedabove others were put by themſelyesin record it 
In Should make a-great volumn, and shew how their glory ; 
n and proſperous eRatedid only make their fallthe more ob- 
eth - 2. Is it not obyious what a fraile Kion 1s 11 
rid | | all worldly things? that even the greateſt Kinzdow and 
fa- politick: bodyes , to maintain which neither policy 5:08 


Rrength was wanting, yerlike the natura]bodyes of meg 
had their inevitable periods, theiryouth; and flowrivhitg 
' times z- their declining, .and old age., .and ac JaR even 
he brought _— grave hach not theglory of preateſt tz 
the | - pires > anMMonarchies ſunk in the duſt ?- yea, ſcarce 3 
;'8; tows of ſtones left this day to tell us where once famorg 
in cities have ſtood , -Nenc Seges ef? bi Troja frut » the ruines ' 
whereof,” and ſuch-exeellent pieces- of the World dortz 
ckcirly Shew that certain diſſolution of the whole fabrick 

A187 El , 


L z i. wits 


pn 
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- 3; Whata ſmall-diſtance we may ſee betwixtextremi- 
tyes10 0utwardthings , even-greatelt plenty, andpoverty , 
the. higheſt;place, and a low condition , fo.thatzhe morn- 
iog-hath-leen-ſome. happy; and flowrishing in the /World 
Rom theeyening hath ſeen miſerable, and inamoſt shore 
time, ſuch; who-haye been objeRts of envy.,.,and admira- 
tion,-madetbeobjeft of mens contempe. and pity , yea » 
hath ; {o, ſhddenly diſappeared , hath ſunk ,into fo little 


- bounds, that; men have been pur narrewly ro--confider | 


them:,. and; with-admiration ask , are theſe they who were 


once 4. terrour.in-the land of the living, and their place. 


hath not been found who a few dayes betore ſeemed to place 
themſelves alone in the midſt of the earth ? T4 

4- Whiatelſe is it.butthe very preſent moment of time 
thar -maketh-ſuch a: difference betwixt the-rich and poor , 
ſince asto.what is paſt ; and the bygon time mens happines, 
and miſery may be reckoned as though it had never been z 
Nam quicquid retro. eff. mors tenet, and who buta fool would 
boaſt of. that which 4s to come, a thing ſo uncertain? this 
encly..1s ſure that a fa dayes will makeall conditions e- 
qual ,. when the bone therich , and the duſt of greateſt 
Princes will got be diſcernable from theſe. of the poor 


man... | ITT 

5. Is there any.thing ſopledſant which hath not a worm 
at % root thereof , a moth which naturally breeds inthe 
moſt ſatisfying enjoyments that quickly eats out the heart 
thereof, and blaſts their hope before the haryeſt; how oft is 
greateſt longing in the purſuit of things turned to loathing, 
and wearines when obtained , becaule it is not the nature 
ofthe thing ſo-much as an humor s and the novelty thereof 
that makerh them. pleaſant, hence many ſenſual men have 
_ turned Monaſtick , and greateſt Monarches become me+ 

lancholy , ;yea > how uſual 1s it for many.to frvive their 


pleaſures ,. and bury their joy , anddelights inthe World, 


evenbefore themſelves, while nothing remaines of all their 
former enjoyments but ſome fad ſighs, and groanes with a 


heavy fairwell.. | oy harts's. W 
2 6-'T, , 


more they 


ofthe the Scripture. i6g 
.-6; Is.it got found that riches, and aboundance of the 
earth\'doth-load more then' it fils , and. mens wealth 'onely 
futder heighten their wants ? ''' How very poor are fome 
amidſt their fulnes., more then theſe who earn'their bread 


wich ſore tabour , whom the world doth wholly'poſſefſe , 


while they do notar all poſſeſſe it neither is it in their power 


. tomakeule of that they have, yea, are they not fick and 


dy in Princes courts, as well as in the meaneſt coriape 
and the complaints of the great , and richuſually moe'then 
theſe of the poor ? Sure it 15 known thatthe great mandoth 
oftner want aſRtomack, andreſt , rhen the poor vant meat 
anda bed toly 1n. | | TOE} HOOP 
7. In what an endlefle circledo yoluptuous men moye, 
from one thing to another in a perpetual ſearch after other 
enjoyments to {ariſty their ſpirits © * which shewerth'what 
a great want is there z which ſtill cals for variety of things, 


- and ſome' fresh ſupply, to take off the weatinefſe of one 


pleaſure by another ,,cle the delight they have therein', 
would quickly languish , and wear out}, yea', ts itnot ſtill 
found that cheibeſtof outward things are not on a near ap= 
proach what they ſeemed to be at a diſtance, the eyenort 
{ati{fyed wi ſeeing, nor the ear with hearing} but the 

e preſſed the lefle the yeeld , neither do they 
epjoy ſuch things with moſt ſariſfaRion 'who' rake a full 
draught, who walloiw , and ſteep themſelves in theiren= 
joyments , 'being more in expectation then in pofſeiſion', 
{o.'that ſometime mens atrat2ing their defire hath cauſ= 


_edtheir delight, and pleaſurein theſethings ceaſe: * 


8:-Ic-is alſo clear that outward things are Itcident to 
the worſt withour making them the better , and ſepara- 
ple-from''the-beſt without making them the worſe, and 


- what can ſilver, or gold ſuite an immorcal ſoul”, or an- 
{wer ſuch a capacity > more-then verrue , and godlines 
could anſwerto fill azempty cheſt, or glaſſe bole ? 


9: How rare is it for men to get their lot in the World 


brought up totheir deſire? Bur are ſti} ar ſome jar with 


their preſent condition, ſo that oft there needs nomore'to 


turn men diſcontent , bur the thought of ſome otherloc , 
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ce, 


And whatz. Are not men going through the World 1nd 


onely xcoarding  opioyets; -of the itiſtitucion. of men, 


while they have but ſmall incribſick worth from theit 6wn 


the poor who poeby' which tliey muſt be from orhers ; 


nitY- 
2b Fo 


almes from ſuch who have ferred their fathers > Fooles 
loaded with wealth, and grear tiles, while men of the- 
choiceſt ſpirit , are-butiedunder contempr, :and povetty, 


yea, doe we not ſee how quickly menarecryed up , and: 


down in the World * Thar which' in one ageis raiſed, is' 
oftraſed in an other, yea . many art. much Tabour to un» - 
doe that-, which others have done with greateſt care , .and- 
expence, Whata ſore yauity is this 2 a 


% 


Is it not oft ſten {midſt the various changes of the 
earth x Princes > and great men walking onfoot, and ſer». 
yants riding oh horsback, the Childten oft pur to ask an * 


of the Scripture. 167 
/ x2. Will not the wantof a very ſmall thing oft embitrer- 
LN fadec lot, and turn-into whnwood., and gall ?. 
the {malleſt touch ofpaio, thegravel, ortooth-ake, 2s 
even ſome melancholy thought will make men diſrelisþ all 
their preſent enjoyments , ' what a torment doth a ſmall 
rule , and affront oft prove-to the proud man-even in the 


_ midſtof hisgiory © is ir'nor alſo found, how-carnal mirth, 


and joy, men walfowing inthe delights ofthe World hath 
Rill in the cloſe a bitter ſting and hasrh waygate, 'whichas 
the shadow atrendsthe bodys is thenative, and unſeparable 
conſequent thereof , and furely that may becaly to- diſfern 
there 1s no condition, which can want a'croſle or lome 
mixcure of diſcontent, even where there is leaſt ſeencaulc. 

1 would adde which cannot want a remark in every time 
that while men ſeem to be atthetop , and furdefſtperiod of 
their thoughts , and proje&s , have things according to 
theiridefire broughtto ſome happy cloſe, they are. oft then 
upon fome turn , and changeip their condition; either; by 
death 'or ſome very ſad croffe, and even in that day their 


'F thoughts have perished, truely ſuch as are wiſe obſervers 


of the World , and of the courſe of things therein may oft 
ſce z how uſuall a tryſt this is that when thereis too bright 3 
ſun-blink in outwardproſperity, it great ſabriety-and mode- 
ration; do.not accompany the ſame it is-an ominous, and. 
facall prelage ofa ſtorm & ad ſumnum guicquid Vert » ad 


texitrum prope 657, 


.T#ELFT YH. would furderadde this truth which hath 
1n.all ages been cleerly witneſſed, even to the convi&ion 
of the World » that theend of the upright mans peacey and 1n- 
tegrity what ever ruÞ it may ſeem to have by the way » 
yet, hath a ſweet and comfortabiecloſe, 7c 37:37. 

This is an nndenyable truth not only becauſe the Saints 
are then entring into.perfe& peace , butitisalloclearthat 
how ever the godly man may have very sharp aſſaults inthe 
cloſe of his dayes, and fame who have $hined very bright 
| do ſet in adark clond , their evening full of ſorrow , and 
bitternes > yea , their reflexion on ſome ſad flip which they 

YH have 


$3 . : LD WO TED 


have made by the way; bearing them company" even 'tq_ 

the graye; yet, thiMurh is ſtill verifyed , 'yeaz/may be* 
diſcernable to the conviction of byſtanders ,.that integri-+ 
ty , and an upright walk hath much peace inthe end, and 
doth larid-men'upon a'comfortable' harbour!; anent which 
I'can appeal the'World, 'and the moſt ordinary onlookers 
if this hath'notbeen oft very convincing , anddifcernable 
to them , from many inſtances from the Lords uſual way 
with theſe who haye been faichful in their generation at 
their death, ' from that teſtimony - which they have'then 
givento this, yea, from'moſt viſible ſignes and evidences 
hereof eyen upon theit countenance , and carriage vyhuleſt 


it 15 ſeen; 


1. How great an advantage ſuch uſe to have above 
others, when Death approacheth , ſo thatit hath not: been' 
Balaams wisb' alone to dy"thedearh of the righteous and 
to have his larter end like theirs, but the worſt of men' 
are ſtill forced to witneſſe their reſpe&'tothe-lot ofa 'dying 
Chriſtiary, aud” would wisb a Share thereof when it coms 
to their turn, anghte' which I may ask the greateſt moc= 
kers at religion , andat thelife of 2 Godly man if they 
can poſfibly shun this conviRtion, that ſurely ſuch are'of 
the beſt eſtace 3 and ar the'preateſt adyancage,, in their end. 
+2. This I ature cannot be hid from the World what. 
aboundant peace, the Saints dothen teſtify in their choice , 
whar'a preſent unſpeakable complacency they have with 
this that they yalued Chriſt aboveall otheradvantages, did 
chooſe aff:iftion ratherthen fin, and now while they are 
rurning their face ro the wall, finds the witnes of a good con- 
ſcierice and of Gods approbation fo ſweet a'feaſt ; that 
eheir joy, arid peace on this account , they can not ſmother 
or keep in but declare toall who ſtand by what they find , 
and truely it hath been oft ſeen , how the inward joy 
which ſome of theſe have had hath exceeded their outward. 
pain, been more ſenſible to them then their fickneſſe , yea, 
bavebeen inleaving the World much more -chearful-cthen 
theſe whom they left behind, *o on p 
= | UC 3. it 


4, It45/alfor known: and may be'very obyious:-to by- 


| Randers/how withiaſweeticompoſure 2 and recumbency-of 


foul ſach:;/bave+1ard + rhemfelves- upon 'the-promiſe-, in 
that houre',; while they were grapling with the king of ter- 
rours/; their ſpuctr- then + quier'z; and calm ,\-having /raken 
therruths andteftimbony ot God for their /Sbield, and buck... 
ter, which hay tellthe: World what an other-kinde of ſecu- 
tity and confidence theſe have beyond-others , yea,-thar 


_ ſirely+ the ground on which: this *confidence is; founded , 


-muſt-be'a thing that is able xo bear out the-greateſt ſtorm, 
and affault ,*andis ſomethingabove nature. - - {+ +; + 

"- 4. 1s'it: not clear that even an untimely, and: violent 
death , could notlet , or fruſtrat that peace which-integricy - / 
cauſeth in the cloſe ? For innumerable inſtances can witnes 
what maryellous joy , and- ſatisfaction the Saints ' have 
chewed at a take, and upon-a ſcaffold-,. and-thence hath 
had a-morechearful going out of time , then: the rich man 
ſtretched upon his- ſoft bed , or: the greateſt, Monarch, 
amidſt 'all--outward adyantagess ſure we. mult ſay.z! thac 
Fweer! refreshing cloſe of the -npright -man., hath never 


been more viſible , and, writ 1n greater lettes, then-.in 


fucha cafe - h PR 

- 54 What) very ſadconflias have ſome of the Saints had 
in-their life, yea, even upon the ſerting of. che fun bath 
been put ro cry out through ſore perplexing feares; and 


- doubts wherewith they have been aſſaulted , who! have'ar 


laſt had this turned'mto a ſong , and ſuch a marvellous 
change in their caſe ,' as -hath not been more ſenſible ro . 
themſelves, then diſcernable to all onlookers, like aſuqden 
calm , and ſunshin, after ſome dark ftorm.. - -I-muſt here 
ak the Atherſt; and ſuch as reckon Godlineſſe bur a fancy 
whence Should ſo Rtrange, ſo ſudden, and grear alteration 
raceed , that theſe who a little before were under ſuch 
220mg could have no' reſt, no arguments could do 


their tnr, doe thus witnes the aboundant peace of their 


ſouls, yea» whichi1s oft ſeen thar feryent deſire where- 
with ſome of the Saints are taken away , the very luſtre of 
heaven being upon their countenance, how. marycllous. 


Ls and 
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and piercingare their words. which, may.cleerly. tell that, | 
pul pincingar hier, which maplry.cal has 


deny an. acknowledgement of this. 


myes to godlines allow this charity that ſure this peace » 
and joy which ſuch have wicnefſed at dearth cannot be 
dihmulation, that there is no temptation could thus bys, 
als them to deceive others, and themſelves in a matter of 


ſuch high conceramens ,, andatatime when ir is expected 


grolleſt of men would ſpeak truth, yea, that. this doth, 

ke cs pan cannot in the leaſt charge the dying 
hriſtian with any diſtemper in his judgement , but while 

they have been moſt — » Rayed, and prelent in. 

minde,- and as to other things, of their concernment, moſt 

_—_— and ſ{qþer , even then they have born this. 
VINES. WP ON Hr: oof | 


THE FOURTH ARGUMENT 


Shall here offer toprovethe Scriptares accomplishment 
E. this, That whereof the moi? part, a1 to theſe ſpecial predi-. 
: 25s 5 and promiſes that concern the Church , 8 felfilled , and 
hath naw taken place in their appornted trmes , which we may at this, 
clearly read m the event, and. bat a litle pare thereof now re-. 
24meth io be male out 5 mul be a ſurerrurh. But the Sctip-. 
tire. is thus fulfilled > and the prophecyes.thereof now 
made legible in the hiſtory of proyidence, andia the works. 
of God about his Church. Therefore, &c. - wy 


I would premit here. ſome few things ere ] ſpeak parti- | 


. 


cularly to this argument. 


7: Though the Scripture is thus wonderfully ſuiced by 
the Lord , andtaketh place. in every generation as if it vere 
| alonedire&ed to that times. Yet 5 it ts alſo clear that aſpe- 
Cial part thereof bath irs proper accomplishment in theſe 
_ - 2ges2 andperiods of time , to which, ic. doth ina peculiar 


way 
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| Of the Seriprure. #71 
 waytclate, ſomepartoſ ic, which did coricern the times | 
&f the Old Teſtament , forme that dorh alfo anſ{iver to the 
times of the Goſpel, dhda part of it which hach a peculiar” 
reſpeR to theſe latter dayes, whiehthe Lord is now bring 
ing forth, and we wait fora more fell accomplishmenty that 
it150n a near approach, * * i 
\ 2. It is alſo lure thatthe whole work of God, and his 

providence abourhis Church heteins the World which was 
perfect from the beginning, and before him from eternity z 
is cormprehended under the written word , where the Lord 
hath fally revealed his minde, and counfel anenteyery e-' 
yent ; and concernmenit of the Gburch ; t h we'oft be 
it the dark in finding out the ſame; butthe event willindue 


E 


time ſpeak for it ſelfe';* which $hould cauſe us until then, 
with thuch ſobrierypaſſe our judgemetit 6n fome of theſe 
truths that atenotyer fulfilled, + | DN 
' 3, Iris clear that the Prophets of 61d did not onely fore. 
tell ſach great changes , and revolutions ; '4s were to go 
over the Churches head, and declare the. certaimy thereof, 
bur we find theſe prophecyes oft point at the times and 
periods of time whereto they didrelate, and though ſonie- 
times if datk tearmes , yer did clearly Shew that therewas 
3 certain prefixed time, & nor 2t every time they could have | 
theit perforttance; © © wn Ru 3 
\ 4; We' would confider how the fall accomplishing of Y 
the Seriptife ," and the perfedting the Lords work about | 
his Church . will be at once's and doth keep foot together, 
and thenshall a full , arid ſatisfying diſcovery of Geds way, 
and providence , and all thar he hath been doing in the 


_— 


World cleatly break up > when the great of 
God in his wrixtett word: is finished , arid the Church ſo 
_ neartoland: , rE 


- That I may ſpeak 2 little tofo grave aſubjeR , I would 
hy down theſe two things: to be confidered.-' x. How 
much of the Scripture, and prediions thereof” may be 
nowfeen clearly yerifyed in the eyerit. 2. Whatdothyer 

_ remain to have an'accomplichment in thefe laſt times by 
which we may certainly judge, hovy iiear the Lords _ 

REI, +, | =" n_ 


 #bout his Church 15 to a cloſe; aneac the fiſt I shallpoine, | 
arſome gf theſe molt concerving events, & changes vvhich, 
 theC arch kach mer vyith,, vyherein vye may ſee,vyhar of, 
' the Scxipturemay ar this day be read inthe hiſtory of provi-, Þ ww 
gdenice , and is certainly fulfilled. | 


ac 

4 Dldee*; 4 | | Sc 

þ K. 6 ; Sx P ; : | 
I. WyaT:1s ALREADY accoMeLisHip. |; 
Ws: E { 


, J-:Ler us go back to theſe firſt times after the fall , and} jc 
Tee that dreadful firoke which came wpn the old tigrid by the floed Þ|| ce 
after ann « ver ſal defeclzon from God , and we Shall there tind th 
the fullilling of chat which Noah: that great preacher of. || fe 
righteouſnes had oft foretold., and of: cheſe chreatnings, N w 
RATE Moſes, were there recorded » wherein it may be. Þ} þ« 
very manifeſt. 1. Thatthis truth; beſides Divine authori- || th 
$4» no records ef auncient times no antiquity could eyer 
 £ontradidt , yea ,, ſome of the eldeſt writers doe clearly . 
witacs fomerhing of an yoiyerſal deluge over the earth with | c1 
the ſtrange preſervation of ſome from 1t,however they were: I hi 
inthe darkas to many circumſtances thereanent:;, Joſephus, Þ oz 
doth cite Beroſus the Chaldean about this > who withouc | Þ| as 
doubr had the ſome:of theſe oldeſt records true,&uncorrupr. Þ| le 
Eufebius alſodoth mention ſome fragmentsof Abidenus , |} a 
and Appollidorus ;/ which inhis time wereextanc., clearly / | ki 
Dinting at the flood , and at Noah .under the name. of; Þ y! 
 itorhros with bis: ſending qur of birds roſee if..che; waters; | h( 
werealwaged. - 2. Theres nothing here doth contradict: i th 
. -xeaſon > how this might be brought about , evenin the 
way of ordinary natural caules,, which the Lord did make 
ale of for. that end; for we find the windowes; of Heaven, tit 
were'opened theair being condenſed into clouds ,and their; of 
+ retentive power louſed,; theſe' great floodgates, werethvs:! © by 
ſer louſe; which falling not1a drops z: but all_1n.a full ba-xÞ to 
dy like the#ſpoutsand cataracts of the Weſt - Indies might: I ic 
ſoon overwhelm the. earth with aboundance, of -water , 
. while ftheſe * fountaines alſo of the-' great. deep - beneatly 
-were brokenip , . which was not only the Ocean let forth: 
WE. 4 St ala to 
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togo over" its banks , butan univerſal vent to all they | : | 
ofthe earth; and (Tae Gre maſſe of waters which | mer 


it; 


& 


| bowels thereof, which from beneath. meeting the: .that 
l-. | were from above, may give men a:clear , and rational, 
| account how ſuchathing might be, _ 3. - Thispiece of the 
_ Þ Scripture » is moſt congruous., _ aggreable to the 

F whole, and the grear ſcope, and diift,ot the;{ame, for. 

;r points out an height o fin , and of wrath , an univer=- 

ri defeftion, and an univerſal ſtroke, mecting together, 
d |} it leads us forward to Chrift , 'of whom the ark was an ex-, 
4 || cellentshadow , and of that ſalyation whichin , and by him 
d | the Church hach' from eternal wrath, and is2 yery mani 
ff feſt pledge', and ſign of that laſt deſtrutionof the World, 
3s | which though-nor in that manner, yet, Shall once ſurely 
6. | be; and find-men in ſuch a condicion , as this flood found. , 
l- F themintoin the dayes of Noah. . 


ly | TI. What we have expreſly promiſedinthe word of che 
AN Churches delovery from Egypt, and vvas forctold by Joſeph at 
re: © hisdeath, that God should ſurely bring back his People 
4s.) out ofthat land, for yyhich he lett his bones to ly unburied 
ue Nas apledpethereot , hath novy many ages paſt been fulfil- 
Tt. | led. Iris long fince that remarkable day yvhen God made 
> 2a vvay for his People through the red ſea, and his povver 
ly knovvn upon Pharaoh, and the Egyptians, Gince Moſes 
of; | with the Church! did fing that triumphant ſong » the 
rs: || horſe; and his rider he hath caſt in the ſea, yyherein theſe 
&'' | thiogs are moſt clear, 


ee, | 1. That this vyas a deed knoyyn., and publick in the 
nf times vyhich yvas not done ina corner , but in the yievy 
1} of the World, and before all the Children of Iſrael, and 
$1 bythem atteſted, and vvithgreateſt caretulnes tranſmicred 
a} to their Children, and by theſe to: the follovving genera» 
at: cons; as 2thing never to be forgotten. , 
"> 2- Was tcſtifyed by Moles ſo greata perſon, andeye- 
is | Vvitnes thereof, one yyhom even the moſtauncient of hea- . 
then yyriters'," do mention yyith much reſpe&, and in _ 
g +7 0 i p | » 
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did never challenge his ceftimony , | 


faſt, aud'of thatmomenc;” yyhich all the nations abour 
could net burknovy and both inthe preſentand after ages 


might eaſily refure fuch a ching if falſe, andvve may judge 
the Egyptians, and many oollins , could vyant no good. i 
vvill co pur diſgrace pn a People they ſo much hated, nor, 
be ignorant of that vyhich Moſes published un his oyyn 
time, to vyhoſe yvorks ſome of bw guncienteſt hearhen 
yvriters, doeshew they have beennoftrangers. : ; 
| 3. Atruth which by Moſes was put ih record, and des 
I livered to the Jewestobe keept by, them 4. and their Chil, 
*F dren-ir all ſuceeeding ages , a record which they did fo 
4 narrowlylookto , and had in that reverence. - andeſteem, 
. that all cheſyllabs, and letters thereof were by them nums» 
bred, leſt inthe ſmalleſt point it should be wronged » yea, 
were more'careful to preſerye itthen any nation can be of 
OS » and charters. : ; 
. "4. Athing whereof the remembrance was yearly from 
hit time ecdlebrat by the Jewish Church , whence the ins, 
| Dietioacf rhe paiſoverhad its riſe, that deliverance beingis 
afign, and ſacramenrall pledge of rhac great falvation, by 
him who is our true pafloyer. 


ITT Whar is held forth in the Scripture concerning 
the more fell grourh of che 1ewich Church that Judah Should enjoy 

A which was foretold by dying Jacob, and pro- 
miſed once and again to Abraham by the Lord that his 
ſeed should be as the ſand of the ſea , and enjoy Canaan for 
an inhierixance hath icnot long ſince been fulfilled? Whercin 
theſe chirigs areclear, | | 


I  Thatfor manyages Iſrael did enjoy thar land in amoſt ; 
flowrighing condition which doth in part appear fromcrheſe 
very ruines , and deſolation , over which they have ſo long 
lamented, the glory of Teruſalem , and the templeonee io 
famous » which cauſeth fuchreverence amongſt them to rhe 
very rubbisþ thereof atthis day. e195 7 bi | ; 

« 2. The 


chongh 2 inatrer - of s 


| haye the remembrance thereof keeped'up 3 ſo that they 
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off 2. Thar they vere once 2 People by themſelves wha 
our] were not mingled with the. Nations ,. bur keeprat a diſtat 
9$2 La People to the Lord isa thing undenyable. 
3. Lac 


3 whileft they enjoyed it there was afingular bl 
og of. fruitfulnes thereon above other places » ſoas that ſma 
nor | piece ofground,, was en for an innumerable multicude 
iva | of inhabitants » bur is,novy at this day a barren ſand, an ex- 
hen | traordinary curſeno leffe ſeen thereon then the blefling was 

) in former times, Ht $4 

dee | 4 It is alſoevidentthat ſomething in the way, and car- 
hil | Triage of this people, even intheir low , wandering condi- 
dfo | tion doth diſcover they have not torgot what 'once 
nm, | were, nor their former grandour , and flovyrishing, but 
ms | till keep by themſelyes vvith ſome reſpeR totheirovyn 
ea, | land, vvhichthicir fathers did enjoy. 


, IV. Thatpieceofthe Scripture yvhichdid concernthe 
om | Heclining times of rhe Church wnder the Old Teſt amene , vyhat Je 
ine | - remy foretold of the Babylonish captivity hath novyy man 
1s | ages fince been fulfilled , a truth vyhich vve hayeatreſte( 
"by | by facred hiſtory , an hiſtory vvhich doch clearly juſtify ig 
ſelf, andirs authority by ſuch cotivincing marks thereof, 
.,- thatvyemay ay, theſe yvhodo ſeriouſly converſe vvith the 
ing | _yyored , cannot take up Acheiſme vvithour the laying down 
Tal of reaſon.» and putting a force upon their ovyn light. 


Yo» || + Novv asto this particular prophecy yye yyould but ſeri. 
his ] buſty conlider. ; 
for . 


rein | | 7+ That yyhich Jeremy did foretel anent the captivi= 
” «4 vvas not its accomplishment pur on record ina book of 
* } the Churches lamentarions ? yyhere this truth may be read 
noſt  Mher teares z, and truely ſuch as ever kneyy grief in _ | 
heſe 3 meaſure, —__ knoyy yyhat is there expreſt to be {ai 
ong | earneſt, and read the lively motions of, an afflited 
celo || | Caſe therein, and beſides hath not this been witneſſed to 


>rhe | after ages by a viſible monumene, even the deſtrution 
| df the remple; that great, and excellent work which 
hey | + though 


—% 


476 The fulfilling $ 


though afrer rebuilt did never atcain its former ſplai:s 


dour. _. 


. 2. This wasa matter of fat of great note ,.and famous.i I 
in the time , donein the view of all the nations , a confide< Þ} - 
rable piece of che Babylonish conqueſt, yea chat teſtimony | 
the Scripture: beareth/ to the ſame, was it nota few. ages, 


after made publick to other parts of the world by the Sep=. 
'tuagint trauslation , ſothat it had been eaſy for Prolemy or, 


any 1n that time to haye diſcovered the falſchood of a thing, 


ſo lately done, yet, theſe times nor- the moſt profeſſed 
en:zmyes to the Church therein , could: notin 'the leaſt 
contradict the ſame! | ; 

3. Though much of humane hiſtory, and theſe re: 
cords of auncient times that yvye now have, are both 


corrupt and defective, yet there wants not ſome con- 


ſent, from the ſureſt of theſe, to many of the moſt ob-. 


ſervable things that we have of the hiſtory of the old 
teſtament , . and as to the certanity of this truth beſids its 
own authagigy > we wil find ſome of theſe oldeſt writers: 
Beroſus, Herodot, and Xenophon , give ſome light to. 
. the ſaine, whoſe witnes the Atheiſt cannot challenge, 
yeaz is it not. clear that Joſephus not only from ſacred: 


hiſtory but trom theſe old records, and fragments of for. 


mer times which were then extant { though fince have been 


much loſt ) compoſe his Iewish antiquityes, which give. | 


ſo particular a relatiou of thus truth. 


V. What was foretold by Daniel concerning rhe viſe, 
and full of the Monarchies, and change of theſe great Em- 
pires, who had been (o ſore a' rod upon the Church , hath 
xt not many ages paſt had 2 moſt puncrual pertormance? 


It isnow long ſince thar great.image Shewed to the pro- 
her in a viſion, hath been brought down, aad broken, | 


x 


0 that ſcarſe the toes thereof doe now remain, which 
' beſides the witnes of the Scripture, may be clearly de- 
monſtrat upon other rational grounds, | 


- 


x. I 
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_ yvhictrby Danic4 arc expottnded o 
 and-the'deviding of that Empire afrer Alexanders death, 


opheciey and-oho 
+ after theſe chings/ were accomplished, 
whileſt:it-15clear, . thata partof the prophecie: of- Daniel 


- which: cond the fourth Monarchy 5 was not eyen 


in his times fully made out, yea,, we muſt ay ſomething 
thereof doth reach to the laſt end of time. 24 | 


2. Tt:is alſo, undenyable thar in theſe great-revolutiong 


ofthe Monarchies there is a diſcernable conſent:and har. 


- mony beewixe-the Scripture, and theſe auncient'records 


which we yet have of theſe times, ſo that not only the 


| bes dg Va s but ſome-of the moſt obſeryable cir- 


cumſtances thereof - which are particularly mentioned by 


. Daniel, we may read iu Kenophon , Herodot z and Di- 
ON 3:'1e muſt-alſo be oranted that ſomethings which in 
Daniels:propheſie would ſeem' moſt ſtrange, and impro= ' 
het ap Belohazars death in that very night the- 
. hand writing was $hewed to. him , may be particularly 
\ inderftood-1n Xenophons- hiſtory how.--Cyrus took the / 


bable ;- 


advantage of the Babylonian security whileſt they were 
inthe midſt ofa ſolemn feaſt , and by diverting the chan= 
ne of Euphrates did enter the city vvithout oppoſition ; 


alſo hovy' that great horn of the high-goat vyas-ſo ſud- 


denly broken and the comman rad in nA 
yhu Hl 6 recian Mona , 


is it nor: pun&tuallie held forth by all the hiſtoryes of that 
Ames 113 ht159, 3d Pets + Wig: 3 #454 74 
4. Was: there.not a- yery convincing rance. of a 
koi hand > york. fo.cho tits. rand fallaF.chefbiie- 
narchies [and an extraordinary / providence yyhich vve 
cinnot but ſee yyhen vye read os Op » that _ 
| | \ om 


.\ 


.* 


for which he came vyas received up again intoglory. - K}. 
+Fhis is indeed a great truth yyhich/concernech us no 
lefſe to knovy » and be ſure of > then our ſoul is vyorth,' 
_ and-intereſt through eternity > the fulfilling vyhereofbe.. 
fids the authority of ſacred writ , the witnes , and records; 
of the: Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles of Ieſus Chriſt who: 
teſtifie what. they certainly knew , is 2 truth which from: 
ſuch. .convinciftg rational rap > may be demonſtra. 
ted that the greaceſt height of Atheifme knowerh nor; 
how toſtate it ſelfe in direct oppoſition. to the ſame; and; 
truely in this the Lord hath ſo tendered the ftrengthning 
of his peoples faith and cheir eacouragemenr ; that 2s_ 
it; is the moſt concerning promiſe of the. Scripture; on. 
which our-whole hope, and bleſfednes depends, ſo is 
it alſo moſt clear, and conſpicuous in the event : I $halt: 
bur onely 'touch- this'> whereof ſo much hath been faid NY 
by others. | D | hg + 


I, I. 


hag © Pa, av aa od wes 


ere perſwaded eyen y 
embrace it ,. and repoſe themſcl. 
. vesthereon, yez»-istherenota moſt clear , anglexatpor- 
» ttaiture drawn. forth under the Old Teſtament, z/ of the 
© Methiass whatanone he should be , and by what peculiar 
Th _ he Should be known, who was to berevealedto 
__ JIFACte i | 
. 3+ The ſpecial ſeaſon , and period of time: wherein 
Chriſt should come, we find prefixed , and shewed to 
-  theauncient Church, whichthough under ſome figurative 
__ expreffions, ſeemed then dark, yet was ſo far revealed 
that upon 2 diligent ſearch, and iry , and particular 
. collation ofthe times , it might be caſy rodiſcern the Meſ- 
ſlas comming » and neat approach , of which ſalvarionthe 
. Prophets did enquire, 1: Per. 1: ver. 10; . and truely the fall 
'B ofthe Monarchies, andright uptaking of Daniels weeks « 
no were ſure, and ſolide: grounds), for a clear computation 
hr; thereanent ; thence was it that ſo general an expe&tation of 
e- = the Meſlias was among the ewes, at that very time when 
ds he came; io as divers impoſtoures did ariſe whom thePeople 
BH wasreadyto follow , and we fee with what amazement the 
\. Phariſees did enquire, at Tohn the Baptiſt if he were the 
. Chriſt, or not, yea, Ioſephus shewerh how the perſia» 
B fionofthis did moſt excite that People to war withthe Ro- 
'--mans from the prophecies they had in holy writ , that from 
-Iudea$should. about that time come who vvas tobe Empe- 
- rourof the World, | | r hg 1 
: z It is alſo fure there 'yyas ſuch an one vyho-in the dayes 
of Tiberius, and under thereign of Herod was made ma- 
nifeſt to Iſrael , and came with no outward shew ; and ob- 
BN fervation, but did great , and marvellous-rhings before all 
Y the People, was crucified ac Ieruſalem , under Pontims Pi- 
late, and notwieſtanding the ignominy of his death was 
- alteradored , and followed, both yy of the Iews anfl 
SS 2 p the 


| I hearhen br mag Tacitus, 


rary with the times of the Ap 
this Jeſus whom: the Chriſtians worshi 


Jewes. 


the Prophets thereanent? Was nor Jacobs 


admit. 


« 


—— be + 
Plinias 
that lived-ncar and ſome of them con 
, do witnes 
Rater 


ly ſuifer-in the time of Plats jurisdi _ over the 6 | 


4: Is it not clear how this appearance of Chriſtto the 
World, did exa&ly tryſt with the very time, foretold by 


near 


= -- thus accomplished> foruntil that time iris clex thy 
L - lineof Davids houley: -didnotceaſe , until Herod a 
\ * . Came to reign, by whom it was utterly cutoff, 'and Nis F: 

manifeſt theſe 50, weeks mentioned by Daniel , muſt be- 
-underſtqod of years elſe they could admit no other ſence, + 
which reckoning from the decree, given out by Cyrus, to 
rebuild the temple, are 490 Yeares ;and doth anſwer to 

the very time of Chriſts being in the World, and his death, 
which neceſlarly fals in yooe aſt of theſe weeks, athi 
manifeſt, that Porphyrius an-avowed enemy tothe C 
tian Religion could havenoanfwer-, but thar this vrophe 
cy had been deviſed after the event , which I am ſurethe 
Jewes» though as direct adverſaryes > vvepld beloathto 


ſo 


. 5. Itis moſt clear that in him vvho_at that time vyas 
revealed 'to 1fracl; vvhom the Chriſtian Church doth this 
diy.vyorship\, vvas exactly accomplished vyhateyer vvas 
/ by the Prophets toid concerning the Meſlias, and-it is no 
= ſmall advantage for the Chriſtian cauſe , that ir needs bur 
= appeal to. theſe records , vvhich, have been keept in the 
handsof her adverſaries, vyhere there isſo clear aportrai-' 
Qureof him held forth. both asto his perſon, his vvay of 
coming » | the place vyhences theentertainmentheshovid, FI 
get, and his death, that I muſt think ita contradition to 
zeaſqn/, 'hoyy mea should acknqvyledge the Old Teſta-- 
| ment 


> # "farce i Elay , ” Daniel Micah, | 
- do, _ ik chm wake int him Hh, 74 ovrthe 
Church w him when he cometh; for 
">. =o dp ar preg that ir. is not more certain 
the Meffias should come, then that Jeſus Chriſt is he : T 
would bur ſeriouſly askvyhar do the leyves this day mille - 
- in our bleſſed Lord lefſus, vvhich the Old Teſtament al- 
. lovyeth them to expe in the Meſlias » isit that he came - 
 vvithnooutvyardsheyv , and glory; fureaccording ro the 
Scripture » ſuch an one vve ought not to acknovyledge 3 
. NO, should he not beof theſe of che vvoman, 2. Gen. 
yvhoshould be born of avirginas Efay sbevveth; pac 
| not heardin the' ſtreers, deſpiſed and rejefted of men, 
man of ſorrovyes; ſuch an one, as vvasishadovyed a 
uoder the Lavy , vvho Should be made a ſacrifice for ſin, 
| ea. come vvich.no outyvard-pomp , butmeek, and lovy- 
of =p and riding upon an afſe, vvas to. be betrayed,” and 
n Gil, and his Srics Sp her by Zach. for 3o pieces ; a cru- 
fied dying Chriſt that should be wounded inthe houſe of 
My cu and\cut off from amongſt the children of his- 


BS People, O! canmen poſlibly deny ſo' cleeran accomplih 
, __. mentof theſe in our blefſed Lord © 


6 Isicnot wp rap that the J.vves novv in their pre- 
 ſenrcaſe, cannor expect the accomplishment of thus 
. promiſe: rtharrhe pos cannot this day comez:accordi 
tothe Sctiprure , except they could be putinſuch,a condt- 

tion, asthey were then' inat Chriſts comming.; certainly 
ir is_impoilible, thac the Old Teſtament. be ever fulfilled 
- anent chis,, if it be not already , canhe comeforth outof 
Bethlehem whilſt now no ſuch place is known by: that 
name ? can. he come into his Temple that is utterly 'de» 
ſtro yod, | is ers not now A eerie of the irides 2, and. 
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; wherein chisglo. 


up pre hng thor 'eohich was before its deſtru&ion! | 
7. Thereis anfmnumerablecompany' who have embraced "NN 

che-Golpel, / and received the fpirtt by themaviltry thereof ©! 
fince the times of the Apeftles who haveput this ſeal theres "i 
to in all ages that 1t is thepower, and | ilome sf Gods NN 
and: rrucly withobt partial reſpe& {which the conſcience |; 
of the worſtof mien have been forced to juſtify) it "may "> 
beſid ,' theſeweretheexcellent of thecarrh intheirtimes- | 
mary of grcateſtoitward parts, and abilities, whoſemoral 
| bntegrity, and candout was beyond queſtion even with cher /:; 
adverſaries ,” and theſe both -of Tewes ; and gentils of all ./ 
rancks 6f men , of all nations, and langitges 5 who:not | 
et by aiaked profeilion , bur by their walk ,/ and fuffer- ©: 


s did shew forth the power, and vertuevf acrucified:/ 


Fas ly ea, hine as lights whiteſt they were m theWorld'to” 4 Z 


the of onlookers, and 15. not this 2convineeir 
witnestotherruch of the Goſpel which it5enemyes canne 
potlibly deny. 


8. That excellent doarine deliver g'ro- theChurch i in 4 
the New Teſtament by Chriſt, and is ' Apoſtles doth'ir 
not clearly shery whenteit is , and witnes-ts own authofis: | . 


cy? for here we may ſee a manifeſt '2greement , bervvixe”-. 


this , and the doArine of the auncient fevvish Church, chat' Ml. 


25 the five Books of -Moſes hold'forth'the ſum of the: Goſs. 
ped, the Covenant ofgrace, and that myſtery of Salvation by-t 


Chriſt; ſo the Prophets do carry it ot vyith furder wy E: ; 


andthe Evangeliſts brings forvvard like an excellent edi-/ 
ficerhatis founded, and advanced intheones but perfeſt=+: 

cdintheother, 'alt breathing the ſameſpirityvich 2 contvin-!- 
 Cihg tendency to the ſameend fo thatyve:may ſay rhe. ola 
Jewes underthe How ; were in-effe# Chriſtians, ==] 
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hed > 
not come to the light 
- Ing tothe Old Ln yg * now ey: 
atteſt the adverſities of the Goſpel , Tr ppm 
"Turks Alcoran , or Iewish Talaud hold forth any bc 
| doripe, or rule, as thar which the Chriſtian ian Kage 
. doth, ſuch pure , and excellent precepts to reſtrain the.in- 
wr ith arguments be 

coming an immortal ſoul, a doArine ſo fincere, ole 
| -andrationalſo conſiſtent with it ſelfe, and: 
true ſcope > and drift thereof , which holds Forth, the 

molt exquiſite rule of perfeRion, for mento p 

yea». where every page, and line breatheth. {th halincs 
| pins God, and pears By and humanity towards 


2 x Shall-adde, theſe clear conviliels exideuces gfe the 
or the Goſj 1 which did-attend the firſt py 

- thereof, were ſo evident » and undenyable a.ſcal py the 
| Lord as may fores the greaceſt Atheiſt to filence » op 
1 "They were Jewes as much concernedinthe Reli 

their Fathers as any, who did firſt publish che' 


| - tonemore zealous according tothe Law then Paul =o RW 


| leis etinverion' 3. notie alfo could challenge their 

any outward intereſt hereby, fince perſecution, and bdade” 

Ty » greateſt hazard was that which chey could $ pe: 
> It ie clear they walked by no rules of human 


* Ciel ordinary Wayes: of infinuation, which x3; xe d Joth 


, to engadge men and make 2 party to themlelves, 
bur did deliver the truth » truth moſt repugnane to the 
| 148 and that intereſt, with greateſt candour, and ſim» 
[= {Dough hikewiſe with a convincing - auchorit : 

dence, yea, came witha ineffage to the W 
vhict Kdbo other convoy , or perſoradi , bue 
*eyidence. of its own cruth, -but withal , ſuch L00ves 


"2 - mpanying the ſame , before which Rn could not 


M4 ſtand. 


otour', and It | —Huit yet Gans cannot be Na are. 2 
| * aan aki the truthof theſe relations ,  } / 
og 0. of the Goſpel , cither ar that time» or 'F 
fince; ſureche World wanted no malice , and theſe great, } 
| | lished , by cheEvangeliſts ,- and A- 'F* 
tles , whileſt much of qhat generation was alive, yet» | 
itisclear, thoughina of that concernment , which | |} 
made then ſo greatanoiſe, and was acthat time putting N 
the earth all in a flame, hone was found , either among - | 
Tewes of gentils, who could, or durſt put fortha mani- F- - 
feſto to diſcover the leaſt cheat , or falshood , in theſe i 
- things atteſted in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel. 4. What FF 
ever different partyes, and Teas, did break up withthe _ 
firſt rime of the Church? to oppple the truth. in. other | 
things; yet, inthis hey had all one conſent , that he who _ 
was crucified at I ad xk » was the Meſſias » and Chriſt , - 
which eruely , did witngs theclear irreſiſtible manifeſtation 
of this truth in theſe times, fince if there could have been _ 
the leaſt ground to challenge any impoſture , ordeceit» in | 
_ thisgrearfoundarion ofthe.Chriſtian faith , it.is more then ll 
- probable , theſe: bitter contentions followed: with ſuch}. 
animoſity, and heat , and irrication of theſe whom the A. "| 
polttes, and Church. i in that time , did with much zeall , =: 
and Sharpeſt conlares p perſue would have engadged chem }} 
- to putall the diſgr Fan the ruth which they could, if} _ 
they mighthave had where. tofaften cheirteerh ; I would 7a 
furder adde, that even the arguments and _ obje&ions; © þ 4 
which che adverſaryes of the Goſpel couldever bring/, to-' 
oppole the ſame, are indeed a' convincing witneſs 3 anc 
confirmation , and shew how. little they could any way | _ 
fay, in giving their malice 2 vent , we find chat ablura FF 
che Iewes thatthe great ks Chriſtian > 
—__— his flesh were by Tet” A 


. 
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—_ 
1% 
a 


"Be\” 


- | own that the moſt pleaſant places of 


| Si prep ute wh 
as.it is expr os hH forthin V4 Old Teſtament » yea, is 
- 'therementio If. 54: ver. Iy 2. 1(. 60: ver. 3» 9+ 1Sa thin 
Ay qowerny now written forth-1nthe cvent., that I am ſure 
the greateſt Atheiſts can have no Shift here ,. that inthis 
Rrange work of God about his Church ». the Scripture hach 


an undenyable accomplizhment. Now.co GAs us 
| burconfider. 


. That for many ages this rurh*nent the incalli of of 


| hegenil was ſealed up ina prophecy ..3 thing ſog 


- nd aftonishing to the auncicart lewish Church thar "they 
- could not well comprehend theſame ,, until wn event 
- broughtir forch , for this was indeed a myſtery hid from a« 


| et 2 R ow on Gentiles Should be fellow heires', of the 


and partakersof the promiſe in Chriſt,” then 
exrent of the Churchididnot exc po 


, > ”- that ſmall incloſure, whileſt the whole World: befi 


* didly buried like 2n outfield indark p «paging» BY AN ell 
ica 

, where afterwards many famous or ny wats 

with theſe I'6oo yeares was bur a ſavage WT, pn 

, Germanic, and France, did thenyyors ky HI: 


: / ad fe ; they Licrificed to the Gods of the 
al ya, theſe caſtern partes, on which the ſun did firſt oy, 
: Ts Rua notthen know the God of Iſrael; a truth which not only 


Ms _ the 


Ore = Larng , and rr the neon ade #c 
his ſtandard 3 which Eſay doth clearly 5hew, &þ 11:3, 10. Þ is 
any 34: vir. 13-2, and 60 wer. 1, Ec. and then mult the = 

toutitaines flow downar his preſence , Nations be bornae I 
vnce- yeaz the light break torthtothe Eaſt and the Weſt,” 
then'should che Children of the deſolate be moe then of the 
| married wife, 'when' this time, eyentheTec time for the. z 
Sentil is oncecome, pl wen totnth copyincing» which. 

adeedobſeryable,' notwirhſtanding ofa moreflow- J 


rishing 'condicion ;' '6f theTewish Chiirch"informerages , - 
when her oath and proſperity was more tempting,” | 
and'the neighbourh@dd, and commerce which the Nations - Ie 
about had withthat People , yea , thou gh by the caprivicy |}. 
ey werelcatrered, imong the Parkitns” We and Babylonians, I *: 


 yerwastherenoftir, or change of the orld, i ay ? 1 
[ Olt nedrimeonce came. | eV 
i3: Ir may be caſytoprove the eventof chispr rophecy Þ $e 
amiel lIishment, even ac the crane theres. | we 
; for chismens can not LEE » that the Lord did viſit the" for 
eof his truch,, whichthen co Þ he 
, a5a.great Þ? bo thathbeen | #6 


| by fo oh © From DE idolats to vyorship the Go, I 
tact; .and bo once wereſtrangers , ad anos, i now: 
madeto feet famefaith [as to the ſubftancether cof - "ties 
of the auncient Tewzsh Church? » dure this trixh needs nora 
nt a vvirnes , vvhil leſt Nations , and mach of the knoyv? +'bl 
World hath b: atime ao yetto this yy Sal 
are a viſible 'Groof theror, Fl cruch of | ſuch concernment; I thef 
Ylinformerager ie greatand Ns change up 1 "Ik 


on the | ; 1 
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t | ects Tg chacnor ener yr 
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q pong; 2-more flowrishing time, .and prett harveſt among | 
' | che Nations, when Iſrael {$hallbe thered,, how ever It 

| is fure the Lord hath inagreatpart' pare fulfilled'this his pro= 
- | miſe, 6 that the Church'mighe then with aRohishi 

|| cry ont, who hath be vn theſe: Children z Revere 

| cheſechat fleeas aloud , like the dovesto their wind | | 


| Obleſſedday, inwhich the lighr did/firftbreak iy onthe 
1 +» wig ing of Iaphet: who then dyyelt'in the 
h | apc + death. 'O bleſt day that brouy t falyidion 
GE withitto rhe gentils, whereitithe Lord did vifirthefe Ge 
37 | places of the carth,, which were full of the habitations of 
5p " qudlty , Ichinkchefenſe of fo greatamercy , Shouldnever 
| letus want an errant for giving thanks, yea» purmath ro. 
y. |: flkvceonr other complaints. | 
S, i © 4.15 itnoralfocleartharyotonly as tothe time;buttheſe 
. | | veyplaces'of theearth which Eſa, andothierof the'Pro../ 
"Up hors did partieularly poinr ar 3 this promiſe had anexat 
» 1 Þ zocor *: forit is this day manifeſt the ifles which” 
ently mentioned; chat'theſe shonld watt 
EN ES ns 
ex jOute the ter'o erfed > may have 
idear-commentar tir the Tame,” from what the Le 
hach be vs Brin and Ireland with ieerrertoe) _ 
C = Yee in 3 yet , hach northe @rhi adero 
Pi. - tY t theirhands , even in theſe * 


© moore is w—_ POR t '% 
and bait: ve, ot: Ny” 

Kiel phces, "whichwaels oft pointed at ft=re 
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Dr that che World: cannot - poſſibh J: 
x; 
0 


ek bak with- much of Egypt - and diverſe parts of 


writers of theſe times do-witnes neither famine ans 'l the 


na wer, could not | + : 
Firſt. Thar ſvvife —_— ' 

Goſpel had bowie didn; and was glos; 
ko yr the | | 'pares of the earch» and like 4; 
breakforch from one place to another , ſo har 'Y 
Apoſtles time 3.the Scripture doth' 5hew;, how mot; 
of the conſpicuous Provinces of Afia , had.received a, 
'Goſpcl, and Tertullian wholived in che ſecond Cen 
inhis Book canrr«/udecs doth there witnes how many AY 
ions, and theſe moſt remote from other, Parthians , Mes. 
des » Armenia, Phrygia , Cappadocia, Pontus , __ 
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» belides Rome, Spain, and other places of Europe , 
were in his time almoſt wholly Chriſtian; for. it is indeed” 
clear that the bounds of the Church was then of a larger; 
extent then it is now atthisday. 2. It isalſo ; Samar e-N 4 
that in this ſolemn day of the Goſpels ſprea ding among}; I a 
the nations, ſuffering, and et ate age did all thar cog. $6 
attend-che Church ,: ye2, .in ſuch 2 meaſure that. as the 
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nor the ſword-, diddeſtroy ſo many ofthe World, as then? 
wereof Chriſtians in the two firſtcencuriespur ro death or | for 

ng tothe truth, andirisclcar, that this great work. ** 
of God inſuch a ſwift ſpreading of the Church , was molt} ** 


diſcertablein cheſe times of horceſt perſecution, " Fe9t - hee 
was her moſt effeQual grouth,, andincreaſe, which upolti; 1 bs 
her gecting ſome reſt , and beginning to. flowrish wit n LB 
external peaces was ata viſible ſtand, 3 How marvels. x =c 
Johan Gen: to be brought about (if we colder 4 


an | 2nd put ſucha luſtre onthe moſt rude, and ſavage places 


whic | 7 
©. © convincingly witnes' to the World thetruth of ſtich 2 twi« 
| racle. 4. How ſtrange, and wonderful a change was this, 
T_ &- thatinſo short a time the Goſpel should thas. enlighten. 


£ 


by 4the earth , where ſcarſe humanity had been, and bring 


he Cher from the condition of beaſts to men, $honld thus 
& © tame, and civilize the greaceſt Barbarians, and cauſe the 
he # lion toly down with the lamb, yea, by the preaching 'of 

*Þ that Goſpel, and of a crucified Chriſt, which as it 'was/ 
| to the Jewes a ſtumbling block, ſo to the Greeks foo= 


ad | And in a word was not this indeed a miracle how in z 
& & matter of ſuch high concernment as that yyherein mens 
© foul, andeverlaſting intereſt lay they should be turned off 
© their old vvay, and Religion, in vvhich they, and their 
v © Fathers had been ſo long rooted, &that alittle ſpark which 

ſe © did break upin Index, Should bring dovyn the idols of the 


-& I nations, avd burnup their temples, 


ne & Alace that there is ſolictle of a large hear, of thatpri- 
| mitive zeal, and feryour this day _—_ Chriſtians for 
"Þ the enlargement of the Church , that ſuch merchants are 
7 & now rare who would venture outto trade with other parts, 
rs © forthis excellent ware , the merchandiſe whereof is verve. 
& |} then ofigold .  O that in theſe parts. where-the truth is 
off} Koyvn and profeſſed , the Lord vvould raiſe up men gf 
hee 7 ſuch a ſpirit, and ſuch a om » vvho yyould- make it 
ox her yvork , andlay doyynſolid grounds hovy to advance- 
"© tie Kingdome of Chriſt in the dark places of rhe earth., and 
a; Þ re © Olivia intereſt in a forrain plantation upon the account - 
: EN of 
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viii. ER vve find farecold by. Danidl, yea, by. 
Chriſt himſelf anenc ar rogue By x ave and ceaſing. 
of che 1ewich dayls (oenifcomat the lon of that people, Dana, . 
ws Ls Macch.. 243 ver. 2» hath many ages paſt come to -| 

wherein the World may ſce how Elly the event | | 
doth p/n this Prophecy , for iris manifeſt. | 


"2 Tharthis is 3 eruth whichdoth need no other witnes, | - 
\ then the ſcattered remnant ,. and deſolate ruines of that - 
ance flowrishing Church, and nation of the Iewes vvhich 
 vveſcevvithoureyesat this day, vvhoſe ; 287 isſo' 
greata monument of divine judgement , ſo clear a vvitnes 
cs the Scripture that I Rok men cannot look thereon , if 
| be any mealige £ erious» but muſt have ſuch a con- 


Vi | 
2. Whathath befallen this google may it not be an aſto=. 
, nishmentto' the Worldino all ceeding ages? a ſtroke that 
hath pur them ina more {ad condition, then any nation» þ 
Or. people we ever yet heard of, that hath caft them out 
6f their own land, ſcattered them as vagabonds chrough | 
che earch » {ſo that theſe many ages they have had no ſcep-. Þ 
ter nor Law-giver, .no. piece of the earth they can call + 
their own, bur at the mercy , and arbitrary diſpoſal of 
every. place they reſide in, no. priviledge or liberties 
but 2 naked permiſfion. to brook .cheir lives, pu eſtates. 
during the pleaſure | of theſe under whom they ger shel+. 
ter » a people put. by themſelyes. with a viſible mark of 
divine wrath upon them , like.a beacon ſet up-for all the, 
nations to look on,, 'eveyttheſe who were once eminently. 
oyyned- of the Lord » who was known in their palaces. 
far a refuge » yea its yery manifeſt that no' ſtirgr cſlay 
that ever they made for their releef, but was ſtill to the” F 
further ruin. .and found Gods hand viſibly croſſe to them | 
- therein; fare Ammianus Marcellinus , a heathen wris. 
rer did incegd no teſtimony to the Chriſtian cauſe in rela”: 
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and dreadful provo- 
at | {36 bs, yrs” the Go of their forefathers , whereat ſo 
Bl _ and unuſual a ſtroke doth p pony nh 
_ that notwithſtanding frequent Idolarry , and wy ms. 

s> | | from God when they nga ark ob mr; 


at | ol offer up their children to Molech, and ſer up altars in- 
th 1 - , to reje' the meſſage of the pr , and 
ſo: | chat foe ofthem in adungeon, yet, were only punis= 


es | hed with 0 yearcscaptivity, aud after by Gods very im- 
if | mediat hand brought again , theſe who had taken them 
n-. | captive concurring with them to _— the temple: buc 

-] now how long and datk hath cheir night been fince this 
le came on rad on and thoug tow could not 
- _ thele many cige ne Ge ares. with 1dolatry , 
| nofaviour or deliverer hath been raiſed up , no P ropherſene | 
" forth, no fign or appearance at. this oy ele now » how 
h |" forthele r600 yeares , yea amidſt theſe fi 

-'Þ and revolutions that haye been in. the Wor Las "change 
all} * inzheir-condition, ſure if that people yvere in ſpeaking 
of | | toarmes.with'their conſciences , this mighe put them to'2 
5 ft >demurr, what should be the caule if they be not 
tes piky of killing the Methas ; and that 'blood purſui 

- what arrrocious provocation beyond others t 
it 8 ca condeſcend on, for which the Lord doth fo 

: and & ſore by fuch an unuſual : > and unheard of rok 


&S | 4 What a marvellous concurrence of providence, 26d 
y / convincing appearance of a divine hand *was in this jud- 
cir } gement, the w—_—_ [eruſalem by the Romans tryſted 
| math the very time of the pafſover whileſt fo tix row 
ris | fluericeof roploGomulhpares of theland were there on th 
axoune » that both fword, and famine mighe cont + 
LI | their 


} 


— us Fccnidenice of God | 
- for his.Ghyrch; rune Nonrra allthe Worldare moſt: 
violent enemyes tothe Chriſtian cruth, arealſoa moſt con-/. 
vincing vyvitnes to the ſame, vvhileſt, firſt , theſe do. 
criprure '( vehuch is our alone charter Vs 
horicy-ot Moſes, and the Prophers, the crue' 


clearly atteſt che 
 thedivineaut 


coppmenehranes they did: nioſt tenderly preſerye vyhat* 
e> abſurd glofſes ſome otitheir Rabbies have thereon.” 
Yeas: durſtnever offer in theleaſtro viriatthe original , but-' 


hath: hadthe ſame tranſmirred', ſtill from one-2geto an 0- 


ther's to. yvhich records that are this day in their hand » | 


che Chriſtiaa Church can with much confidence appeal; 
and demonſtrat from the Old Teſtament the fundoubted: 


crutch of the New, Yea » inthis we may appeal the. As 
theiſt ro his conſcience thatthe Scripture is no impoſtures' 
or any cunning device of Chriſtians whichis ſo farwitneſſed 
even bythe, greateſt adverſary, and maligners of the Chris | 
ſian Religion, 2. Thar ſtrange induration of che Tewesy” 


their unreaſonable. reje&ing+ of the truth, vvho after ſo: 


w__ time cannot ſee the caule vvhich is moſt diſcernable. 


cir ſtroke.  Oisnotthis-alſo amoſt convincing ſealtd' ; 
che Scripture, and clear fulfilling thereof that there is 3 
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"oi Dido Sicko could noe bur ar rncenm wich!” 'J 
mpaitor y one when Ac 
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"| | yait over their mind as the Apoſtle sheweth ; whileſt 


| readtheLaw, jodicintly ſmuten by the Lord with blind. 
| nes> that they: cannot ſee until oncethis vail becaken off » 
f-Þ andtruely we may ſay there is nothipg intheir judgemens 
>» Y more ſtrange and aſtonishing then ſuch a continued obſti= 
- } nacy agaioft the truth, how they 5hould be: thus dark 
| in the noon day. Bur that herein the- Seripture/is ful- 
filled; ſo that we may ever turn a poiſon unto an: atts: 


- ; 
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SSD. co og ito PEE D 
« | _.!IX.. That which is ſo expreſly foretold in. the New 
i= | Teſtament, yea, is the, great drift of the- Propheecyes: 
d. | thereof, The coming of Anriciriſt » and revealing of the menef 
id* | fn to:che World, 2.7 hf. 2: ver. 34, 748, 9... hath long fince 
at | been accomplished , . wherein we may, ſay.the wonderful: 

=} correſponding of the event with the prophecy. is ſo-clear, 
dF that chis truch is novv-as plain, and x ne As ONce- it; 
&-- <4 dark to. the Chureh , theſe things being undeny-: 


r) {| . x- How the Spirit of God inthe Scripture hath beep in- 
ue: | 4more then ordinary way particular ,..to. point Antichriſt: 
8 forth by ſuch notour marks, and chara&ters,,,.; that -after- 
n. | ages may known him, if they will not. Shut their-eyes,,: 
ut} [confefſeitis not range the popish party should, ſeakuy- 
| the Scripture , and forbidthe ordinafy reading ofit; linge- 
_the-breaking forch of that lighr vyould ſoon; make their 
Kingdome dark, for if men yvould bur ſer the hiſtory of 
the Church ſince the times of the Apoſtles, over agzinſt the 
'Sripture , and makeuſc of that notable key for opening up, 
the prophecyes of the Nevv Teſtament it should bethen 
aly to knovy » the Antichrilt- is ſurely come, and yvho. 
this.is > and herein; doth the Lords tender reſpe& to his - 
Church appear ,- that he doth not only in a very ſolemn; 
janner » foreyvarn men, anent this great. try, and as it 
were.by the ſound of a trumpet give analarum , thar ſuch 
Ito {| anadverſary vvas.coming, yea of the time thereof, vvho 
is a | Would do more' hurt, then all ae had gone beets 08 
” £2: oh | , th 


*., 
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doth alſo imake foreluar a? diſcoyery of the whole fabrch” 
rile, clin 88 cn ; with ſiich particul4# cir-/ 
differencing eharabiers- rome! any orhet 
y of theChutch , as +M render the World moſt/ins'; 
les if they wilt needs dash- on thatrock y: wherss) 
onthe Jeu piinds) hath ſer ſo cotiſpic{665 2beacon-+ 
-|-8. Thar thisProphecy should now Yaneaniatronplithai 
meacor Antichriſt be yet to come is a thing-moſt repugs. 
nance roſacred crutch ,' ſince it is ſure, that myſtery of its. 
quity even in the times of che : Hs did begin to work. 
and he who then” for atime withheld his Coins theheas.,) 
ther Empite-of Rome, hath long ſince been rakenour of 
the way , F whſoh canſed fome Chriſtians in theſe -dayes' 
wish the ſtanding ;” and continuance of that Empire from. 
che'rerrour they had" of that adverſary who according to 
the word they kneiv |was to fill his room}, .yea5/doe we 
notfind the Churches tryal from Antichriſt shouldbe the 
moſt 'ſore , and laſting tryalof che Church under the New 
Teſtament , which atter her begun breathing from heath« 
nish_ perſecution, . Ae -O conrinue for manyages: wherein: 
the word is: mb , and*cleir, that the'rife, and; 
fll'of this cnetiiy* be gradual, and-noc-2r once, 
w_ beginoiÞ; ; "I firſt in Dexrance: might: be traced} 
& firſt rimes of the Church, and his cloſe;: and! fitall 
-Wh/nekr the'Recondicoming of "Chriſt; dy the! brighenes/ 
wheteof he hall be deftroyed.,” and. therefore; 'this)is &! 
much the Tubje& of 'the Prophecyes of rhe!New Teſt»': 
mene;” the”! ro intent , and Tcope of the Reyelarion. of: 
Tohn 5 tn w the true ſtare of rhe Chtiſtiari-Chuitch, 
with the various changes of her. condirion ,:-even frond! 
the opening "up of the firſt ſeal to \cli-biiwing of ichelafti- 
rreeipet , is particularly held forth / andthere: may we al! 
alough trace the Reps of the riſe} and! fallvfthar man 9 


z That Fath afrone as the Scripture points forth# Who. 

doth moſt fiilly anfiver ts Hltheſe marks which are'e cre” 
iven of Antichriſt), hath come , and'been revealed rprne” 
World, i is a thing ſo very manifeſt that except _—_ 
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needs force their light, 


of the Setipn 


* 
r 


10g should be.after the. WO konE oFvn with all powers. 


C Lo | ETS., 3OT bidding! to marry” > 2nd* 
. abſtain frotn. mears which'God; had; appointed,/wha; 


hin che temple of God, having a-name fall of blaſ®- 
4-2 and-doth,exalt himſclfe- above all: char is/called 


\Gad.,. who bewitcherh. the Kings, and grear mien'ofthe 


hed knownthat he. moſt uſually hath ſcarlet, and purple s/ 
which..I chink cruely, marvellous. how particularlytheleare 

cioned-in the.Scripture.; aud in 2.word, tuch'ati. one 
hole trafick , 20d; merchandize, is-not only gold” and 


flyer. bur he ſouls, of men., who-should bedtunk withthe- 


blood of che Saznts ,, and martyres of Jeſus/Chriſt > under: 


ve | whoſe reign. the Church, muſt. flee to, the wilderdes;, /and 
ie | there be latent for, 2. longtime , and: his ſeat, - thn 


ch. 1s, ficuar. upon, 2 bulls, even. that. greap'city iwhic 
doth rule over the Kmgs ofthe earth , Siringe how.men. 
caaacknowliedge this. for the Scripture of God; and yet not 

+ 16. fulfilled, betore their, eyes ,, thar: there is fo.vive 
azimage and/portraiqure, of Antichriſt there held forth , 

ſuch. peculiar. characters! which do, conviacingly -point-at- 
the Pope » and popish hierarchy, yea could/anſtver.tona- 
other,adyerſary which Chriſt ever.had-under the New Te-: . 
ſtament ,. either. pagan, or Mahuwnetan 3 and yet fo-much;: 
ofthe World doth. not, know him whenhe is beforetheir 


»* 
A 


# 
- 


cyes. ei + . / pol | . . 
4- Itis clear that no/age fince Antichriſt was revealed, 
did akogether -want ſome. witnes. ,/ to point him torth , 


F . 


&: | cvenin the darkeſt times, many of whom loved nag cheir 
| wy be queſtion 1f more of the blood of the Saints;,.man . 


2 I shed-under beathens then in after times under Antichriſt 
ho Þ yea t! Muph. we had not fuch exprefſe marks to diſcover 
hin from the word , it may be eaſy for men to judge ; who 
thatis ; who is this day ſo dire&ly oppofireto Jeſus Chriſt » 
athe great defignotthe Goſpel , IEG to hioues fe 
” | " LY  — what 


9 ThEKuilling" | 
' whit is alone Que to God,'to forgive fi, and be wor" 

ipped with Religions adoration,” doth- challenge a" Mau 
iſtenal power , and*fupremacy , 'oyer the whole Church! 
' aS its head, aftyle'too great tor any of the Angels z who' 


maketh void the merit of Chriſt ;' and layeth down a way” 
_ of life , and ſalvation, on the ſamerermes thatic too#n! 
the Covenant of works, doth deſtroy the great inten of! 
the Goſpel, andineffe&denyerh Telus Chriftto haye come 
inthe flesh', who ſettech Heaven upon ſale for money; and' 
permitteth none toperish and goe to hell, but the poore', 
doth diſpence with tlie grofſett as of fin and'theexpreg' 
commands of the Law-pgiver , maketh moral prohibituns | 
void by his authority , yea, halloweth the very ftewe 
and moſt horrid a&s of uncleannes, taketh on him'to ch 
thecondition of the dead, andenſureto their friends,'t 
happy ſtare of their ſouls , if they will make large offeringy' 
on Jt account , .O! whois thrs, is not that Antichriſt; 
whoſe way doth tare him in ſuch dire&tearmes of Oppoſi= | 
tion to Chriſt | FEY Rnttg "21 SE 
1 | 5- Have we not cauſe to wonder no befſe at the ftr tripe 


, ag 
fq 


induration, and blindnes , of the popish pefty, then'sf” 
the Tewes , that whileſt the one 


_ 


| 4 th confefſe the Ole « 
2 Teſtament ; —_— knoweth not Chrilt-; theother shouls” 
p ts LAT <4 yg 3 ay ot 15 neon 111 gy ELLIS. 
h.. gtantthe truth 6f the New Teſtament ; andnor know An. 
3 -+ tichriſt), thar he is come ,' even he after w 


x Whom 4 great” 
.piece of the World ,” for theſe many ageShafh been wor." 
. dering, ſure ſo clear'an agreement betwrxr this prophet 
+> and the event may notonly pur-this beyond debate ,” bit” 
©. Jeave 2 conviction,” upon the greateſt Atheiſts, of 'the I. 

., © "uth, and divinity of the Scripture) for what ever former | .% 
. mes might pretend ignorance whileſt thismyftery was bit" -2 
working, 'now when the man of ſin hathcomedto his full NY .7;* 

-heghe, and ſtature? and ſo clearly revealed by thelight'} 

-. or me Golpel, icraketheway all excuſe, and'I profeſiem'F 
nee Latter tines , I cannot ſcehovy one can be 2 knowing NN 
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- Wile:didche event convincingly verify the ſame ,” for igtis 

 knowen, that upon the cloſe of Antichriſts reigne » will 

| "thecruch began to break up , this ſoreſt ſtorme of piptet 
inp boroud I thathad becn before, did then break 


a 
(LY 


oe 
; as 


- meaſure to bring his cruel deiigoes ro paſſe,” hr 


| Fiemont , the ſore and violent perſecutiongtth 


|  - Of the Scripture. = 297 
W X, What was prophecyed anent ke kellen of che mivwctſes 
s auder Amichr#t , Rev. 11: w. 7) 8,” weimay y hath clearly 
- comedtopaſle, andat this day may read theſame, inthe e- 
vent, for it is manifcRt. 


Parrt ON That dureing Antichriſts reigne evenin the darkeft 
-rumes.,,. there wanred not ſome'to ſeal the truths, and bear 
-. witnes thereto. , both by open confeſſion , and ſuffering on 
+ that account ,. which the Chutch Hiſtories can aboundantly 
- make our. | 2 

--1,.2. Thatdureiug chat dark night theſe who did give a 
7 reſtimony ,.and any way appeared , againſt the grievous en= 


croichments.of Antichriſts in behalt of down- born truth , 
were put to prophecy inſackcloth, when there was nothin 

left, but co weep. over theChurches ruines, and witnes their 
deteſtation,, and grief, for the growing Apoſtacy of ſuch 


' times, _ 


3+ Iris clear; that as the prophecy doth point at ſome 


more _rematkible ſuffering, . aud perſecution , which the 
Church was to meet with from Antzchriſt , beyond all it 
| had endured from that adverſary in former ages, yea , a 
| ſpecial permiſſion from the Lord to that party, to vent their 
. lage and cruelt) againſt the Saiats , which $should fall our 


er the witneſſes UG their teſtimony, Who had ſo 


Wh) 1nan abject , low condition , as in ſackcloth prophe- 


yed-, yea » when Antichriſt Should beat his height, and 
| nedome 'upon the turn , that then” muſt this re= 
Ki ing of the witneſſes be accomplished; ſo, like- 


£ 


« 


- "the Chyrch, even inirs budding forth , that wed 
that adverſary did not onely put forth the outmoltof 
power, and rage. againft the Saifts,. but ſcemedan-lgr 


N 3 
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curriixdown of the Saints, over whoſe dead bodyes: thei 
dvetfaryes did rejoyce's' was according to'this prophery 


| £0 be previous to'fome eminent enlargement;-:and-rev1- 
viog of the Church', "which did accordingly fall our itrthe 


 theaftonichinent of theWorld ; that immetiiatly followed 
-uponthe back chereof , ſo that when their enemyesthought 
they had'gained their end, as they'did conclude*by fuch 


perſecutions, particularly tharFrench maſſiere'that the Pro- 


flowrishing afrer che ſame. od 


beenrevealed, and his Kingdome cometo its height; but 
it.:s clear this day thatitis on the falling hand., and hisruine 
35 now. begun, upon which account we may ſay; yea, have 
cauſe roſing that the winter is paſt , the fig tree putterh forth 

' herleayes that chewethrhe ſommers approach,yea, the fing- 
ing of birds heard it gur land. let us go torth,and meer him 
who is now gone out as 2 mighty mar”, for the ſalvation 
of his Church, andtaken the tislds againſtthis great adver- 


ſary of his trych and people, on whoſe fide'viRtory doth 
ſurely wait, | ; ads, 
jo 


WHAT 1S YET TO BE 
ACCOMPLISHED, 


1. 


i '- FA-2<D Aving rouched 2. little ſome of the moſt concerni 
E-;, H prophecyes of the Scripture , both under the.News8 
Ola Teſtament 2. which are already fulfilled,” and of 'Þ 


% 


the Netheffird "anger the Duke of Alba, and in 
14by Queeh Mary ,*in Gerthany/after"the«defeat-of 


"Duke'of Sixotiy'; and Landgrave of Helſe can clearly 


'F5rnoralſo'clear; how this remarkable ſtorm , and} 


eventtike arelurreion of the witneſſes from'thedea4z/ro | + 


Teftantintereſt, 'chould be quire ryined', they were'foretd 


I Shall Hur fiitder"adde that Antichriſt hath-nor only Þ 
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ofthe the Seri 199 
in | . thereof ſo clearly. written forth in the hiſtory of providence, 
t-of | that we may ſay the moſt ordinary obſervers if they will tov 
zaly | ghatrheir eyes, cannotwant a convidtion. thereof ;. I shall 
-{ | vow:in#the next place-point at that which. yet remaineth 
and}  ofithe+ go 49 pe part of the; Scripture.,.! to be-accom- 
their | | plished »- theſe prophecyes which:concern the Churchin 
nery | +cheſe- laſt times » whereby we may have afure demonſtra- 
evi 
rthe 


- | - tion4{ how far the nightis ſpent ,, and of the near approach 
e | © ofthat bleed days; of the liberty of the ſonnes of God, for 
-this doth finish the myſtery of God, and fully perfeReth bis 
work. if oncethat which remaineth of the prophecyes of the 
(Ford werefulfilled. - - | 


YL 


{2z: Thereare theſe cruths the accomplichment whereof we 

 .havea ſure warrant to expe before the end ;- Firſt, the 

reed F | fullruin 5) and downfal of Babylon. 2. The converſion , 
ntly | + andancalling of the Jewes to Jeſus Chriſt, - g. A ſolemn 

-.* # day of thc Churches flowrishing , both Iewes- and Gen= 

only $ tiles which $hall follow the outmaking of the former pro= 

but Þ wiſe-'. 4+ The fall, and deſtruction ot the Turkich Em- 
uine F -Pire-»;: [that cruel party who hath been rajſed up, and eſta- 

have | -blished forjhdgement , with whom the Lord chall yet rec» 

otth | Koa » for all thar Chriftian blood by them , ſounjnſtly shed, 

fing- | {eemeth. clearly-held forth, &ev. 16: wer. 12. 5; We are 

him || alſo-to expe; after-all theſe , that full , and aſt frokeup- 

tion} '-61: Gog»;/: 28d Magog, and then the Lord is at hand', 

iver- | andthatgrearmyſtery of the prophecyes, and promiſes of 

doth | oO p—_ » Shall then be tinished , and ar a bleſſed. 
1 || cloſe. | 


| 1, We have che fwll ruin and deftrudon of 1niuhriſt', and ha 
+} Arngdome, clearly prophecyecd , and in yery exprefle tear 

mes promiſed tothe Church , 44 Theſſ 2: wer. 2 $, Rev. 16- 

ver, 10,09 17. theaccomplishment whereof we do yet ac- 
cording tothe Scripture wait for, thar theGod of rruth who 
.cannotlye or repent, Shall in-due time afſuredly bring ab- 
out, and that this day approacheth when that ſolemn cry 
; Shall be heard, Babylon +: fallen z anent which we would 
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DT IE meh-inay-ſec thy 


i /evthe ophecy ,:for the Lord:-harh? 


Tony Amy dry Sora of the preached Goſpel »' ie 


wave, "which ſeemeth to drive them as far back-'as/orice 


beyond debate, (that Antichriſts overthrow-is upon apre- 
ſent adyance.s. and: that work of the Lord for his Churchies 


by Chriſt upon-the- warrant of the word '$hould wenot 
alla with much-aſſarance believe that Antichriſts wound is 
deadly ,.and incurable, which he hath £ by the preach: 
ing. of the;Goſpel , which all- the Phy 1ans of cheeard 
Shallneverhelp. - 

2: \This-is-one. of the greateſt, and Gignal ates ofthe 
Rn off God:, on-his Churches: enemyes',, one of 


his hand, and great/power $hall be very manifeſt; 2nd we 
;.etg expect by this remarkable ſtroak;; rhgt way "$hall be 
made. for that glorious houſe z which Chriſt.is to have for 
himſelfinchelacter dayes, which shall be built'upon An 
vichriſts ruines-, when that new bride both-of TJewes »-and 
{er hall be prepared” for the marriage ſupperof the 

| M 


... Though we are to expe. on clearground from the 
——_ the Lords eminentap appearing by is inamediachand; 
-iachis great work which $hall be ſo. convincing in that day; 
- and witnes an extraordinary. providence z\thatall onlookers 
| with fear-and aſtonishmenr-confeſſe that this 1s G 
own work »:yct, itis alfo clear, that he; will chercini 
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ref pareggtel rw mouthy 
CAMs Ringdome 
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45 Erue-the:Church-wanteth not ſore cooflifts;, ieyen under 


the Yealr © and[ic is: 'the Lords way to-try-his People with: 
ſuch various. uncertainties, that when.things have been, 
meſt promiſing s; another providence cometh: like:acrolſe 


they ſeemed co:be forward» yet',/ it is ſure y- and should be 


themoſt eminent manifeſtations of his glorywhichhehath | 
.Ieler ved far. the laſt times -- wherein,” the appearance of ® | 
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h;'andrhe'raceg-andfacceſſoursed theſe, 
»times! had giver rheit power>ts the Beaſt, 


\shallrhe>Lord'Faiſe up toharethe-whoore /ahdmake her 


-defolate;'Oi blefſed are they'who'shall have a hand"in'fo 
noble-a/work/toiſack , ' and deſtroy rhar* avcurſed Cys 
us 


ps with thebloodof rhe Saints; and miareyrevof te 
»Chri je. | 235 * Fx EYE by [£45 | > "$42; SY 


{ 24->We-are not to bound theLord, as jw rw 11m on 
time-for accomplishing-this'piece of his wore 
havetlear groundto belieye that Babylong ruinmake 


>. 


et;-we 
ha 


> L 
[ 


:andthe-day of the Lord upon' her is near, whoſe fword is 
bathed: iv{Heaven;, and*that-the'inftruments* of his ven- 
| geance-ate-mnaking ready-y/ one ſtroke upon'that party” is 


alreadypaſt 5 Antichriſt hath begun to: 
{rand/muſt fall-#urcher until thar' great 
 deftroy his ſeat, and lay waſt that1: 


before the word, 
Froke” which hall 
avec-accomplithed ; 


5 


 ſome-promifing;evidehces of its near'approach' [ yvould 
© here point at-'i® x. 'Fhe miany prayers ofthe ſaints -yvhich 
are novy"vbefore the throne'; and 'cannor' want a return , 


F |- many who wreſtled: ofe- with the Lord onthis accompr., 


:4+ though:they are away z yet z *are their prayers to the fore , 


# \ 


 and-waies for:this folemn manifeſtation of the judgement 
5: of God ;:and che blood of the $ainrs doth not ceaſe to cry, 
. \yea3_hathaslonda cryas ever. 2. Itis clear thatthepre« 
and F ':13ached:Gofpelnowfince the light began to break forth doth 
+ xtpen's;.anqhelp.romakethe harveſt more' white then many 


'ages farmerly ,* and truely if we confider how long the 


-: word hath been ſounding-a' retreat tothat partys. to come 


Babylon/z/ and that for-theſe 1 5o Years they have* 
ilra&ting inoppoſition to focleara light, ro ſuch a 


kers | 2:3 folem call; fo. many warnings; yea, to ſuch convincing 
->»diſcovery: of the Lords being againſt them in very remark = 
-.5-gble provideaces » goth it not Shevw, at whart.an height 


Ns their 


\ 
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xcir fin this day is » ;and an-obſtinar reje&ing' of cure 
e cannot but ſee» howthat ju twhichshould 
Forth on Aotichciſt under the vialsy isin agreat 


a4, ES3 ax ina on 
and maketh greatadvance.,..morequick-chanMs inthe cal 

of the:Church both as to ſtormes, and: calmes, -and her 
tryals-now.mult -notbe ſo long as in former times Roe. 9; 
ver, %8; he will cut short his work in-righteouſnes » fora 
SHort: work will the Lord makeinthe earth. +5, That An- 
eichriſt and his. followers, do this day ſeem to be ar ſich 
an advantage , the Lords work, as it wereatafſtand , yea, 
rather going back, this late reviving of AntichriſtianPrela. 


cy in Bricain,..and-Ireland,, with ſo yifible-a grouth- of | 


popery' there» and {o dark an houre > Aa the-reformeq 
Churches abroad,..I think , onvery ſolid grounds is a pro. 
miſing evidence » of theinear approach of a furder ſtroak on 
that party ; for itis clear both from the word, and Gods 
ordinary way. of we how 2 Sharp torm'is uſually 
previous to ſom@&@markable enlargement of the Church, 
2 very. low ebb, before the turning of the tide(s yea, thar 
every. ſtep. of her advance, whereby she hath gained 


ground-on Antichriſt, harh Rill had fome confli , and | 


wreftling- going before ,' and thus the Lord by ſufferin 
doth ripen his Peoplefor ſuch times of 'mercy , for whict 
time» O-let us pray, and wait, when the {moke of that 
accurſed City $hall aſcend up to Heaven ,' and his People 
be made to triumph -1n his praiſe , and fing thatſong, #- 


lelwjah, ſalvation, glory» \4nd honour tothe Lord God; who hath 


- judged the great whaore,,. 1ejoyce ver ber thaw Heaven, and ye ho= 
ly Apoſtles , and. Prophets » for God hath avenged you' wan 
588 13 $1 is af 


LI. We havea clear ptophecy anent , che 5ncallanef the 
lewer , and their conyerfion to Chriſt 1n the latter dayes , 
"held forth by the. Prophers » and in the New Teſtamenc 

very. expreſly mentioned, for the fulfilling nar 1 oy 
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broughtin to Chriſt. | | 
3. We have much ground from the Scripture, that this 
day , this great day 
and folemn time , which will even cauſe 
the Nations about and make a wonderful change on the face 
of the earth, atime 6f Gods eminent appearance for that. 
People, when his ſingular reſpe& hall 
formerly his great diſpleaſure and anger was , atime on 
which many of the choiſeſt mercyes of the Church do cer» 
tainly wait, the return of many prayers, alarge pourin 
forth ofthe Spirit, evenon the body of that People and a 


vi, butalſo the families of Shimei , -with a large outletring 
of gifts, yea, 'ſucha time wherein the converted of Iſrae 


ſecond Temple doth exceed that of the firſt, and shall bea 
very conſpicuous part of Chriſts univerſal Kingdome , emi- 
nent for th&power , and purity oftheordinances z- to which 
others $hall look as to 2 moſt choiſe and excellent pattern of 
a purely reformed , and glorious Church. 
4- Beſids the promiſe of him who is not like man, to 
-lie , or the ſon of man to repent , there wants not - ſome 


if we conſider how this People are ſtill kept by themſelves , 
amidſt all their ſcatterings nor mixt or incorporat with 0. 
ther Nations, which-is moſt uſual through long converſe 
chat People of ſeveral parts of theearth will unite and joyn 
in one, 15not theirgreat increaſe alſo remarkable» What 
great multitudes of them are in the eaſtern parts, yea» 
chrough moſt of Aſia, in Africk, and in theſe places of | 
Europe where the Chriſtian Churchis, andall this time 
their land not poſſeſſed bur bya rabble of the Turks _ 
SE ; who:'e 


vell pee Sr , vyhen it vyas pointed ar by thePro- 
hers, andeven atthat time vvas notunderſtood, vyhich 
y could have been-no myſtery if their converſion had. 
reached no further thenthe Apoſtles time; andirt is known. 
how ſmall a number fince, of that People hath yet been 
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Tezreel Shall be a very remarkable, 
elonirhmode to. 


as manifeſt as 


Ef as -_ ms <a _c- ww a4 QS 


ranks; not only the familyes of David, Nathan, and Le« 


6hall-chen ſee, and underſtand , how far theglory of the 


— yery.convincing providences to confirm our faith anent this, * 
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cr "our nemrny rn fo cat + thing «hattbo -oomra 
zboat; yer; welmay judge, that a5 3 mean this ghall emi- 
nently conttibnte to the ſame} fuch'a convincing ſtroke 

2 RY Anichtiſ which muſt go before their'conyerſion, 
wherein fs wanifeſt an-appearance of 'God, and the fulfil. 
ng of 'one *6f the. of the New: Teſta 


ent z 'eannor but ES —— 
\ ua Py Faw [.) that ng. k 1 
| rm 


| = JK ro harden chem againſt the 


Lodger Sangha areas 
with whomthey<onverſe, 'dorh oft urtherhelpto ph 
theiripreudice-againſt- Chriſtianity, let us long, 
more-for' this day 3+ WRPri*ch pen _ mh Praabies \ 
ing rich ivto the gentiles,”- 
HET 
Þ['T.> There! are many phecyes bock, noke Oidand 
New Tearinent which y prope point at «: grewe great flowrichemg 
1d prefpebity itn the dayer of the Goſpel which I humbly conceive 
are noe y/ot' Fall "made out, but Shall have 2 more remar- 
w1plichment-before the cloſe of time; Logrend 
{655 ver.2.54 1f6.66: 087.12. "AdfCbe45 Deval 3:3. 
-/' cortfefſe'the evene: will be che ſfureſt commencar , 2nd 
- Inil his appearithien'should be ſober, andicautious , chat 
they darken not the counſel of. God ». and: his truth, with 
any wilde fancy and aim to be wiſe aboyethacr which i5 write | 
_e . 


ins Thar theſe yoage peoeuſls whichboldfort Gatos, 
an; enlargerzent ,atul flowrishing' of the Charck', do al{{ 
nmr ren are pe time', fore period, Brig 

ofthe Churches condition, which is not/agre® 
, andcommontoothertimes, null which! theſe pros. 


miſes donot take place. } 
-2.\/This-promnued ftowriching concernerh both Jews , 

andGentitesj-andehe word: doth clearlypaine auſomie find! 
ther cncreaſe ofthe gonri}| Church: by the \of+ thi” 


the calling” 
Jewes:: which muſt havea peculiar reipeRti te that ſolemn 
time: of-L{racls:reſtaurarion;' and Antichriſts-ruiy; a tir&” 
ounxhich the return of many prayers, er 
raany! promiſes inthe hehalte of the: Cluirch doth fur 

wait; 6 chat as Eſay:;/ and oehix ofthe Prophetsdo prnito»/ 
evatngpbeteininges the Church tothedayes of the” 
_ Gofpelz-rhe Apoſtle) Row. rx, dock” paint at a more pre-!" 
ciſe times wherein wrperey ina larger' meaſure@shall de made" 
OUT 6155548 ; $1 $$ {Wb TY 


-5:: We camot cridrhe Chriftian-Chirch-ditbever! en-1 


fo nd flowrishing ſtate a8. theſe”: 
tn Tr ran 269 Leooings 


qr opener lots firſ fromehe Jewess nexefrom"' 


herheatharadverſaries.z and laft: from Antichriſt: whoſe#' 
fall,” and min we'hiaveground to:expeRt 'shalf'makerooms” 
foruſo greiv'mv incteaſe+ of 'the Church": for how (mich 
[aa  Ancichriſttaths info) fav is che Ohurob keeps" ins" 
deri;rycajnitiseloathowvery:: whore altiver brody! ings "have" 
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of the Scripture. 207 
40 - 4. Tt would appear ſo-ſolemn time of the Chnrehes: / 

= dprcihin y efear the Pro ers, did fo vft point, ax it 
o&f hath anugdoubretireſpett to the dayesof the Goſpel, fo in” 
he its fill accomplichinenc muſt anſwer. ts thar remarkable 
NY wy of Satans binding; and the Saints Reigne wich 

2 Chriſt, when the Kingdoms of the Earth become the Lords, 
«rf which we find doth' immediatly. preceede Satans laſt 

ls © loufing , and his going forth to garker his broken for=. 
ces , tor that great bartle which 15 to be very near the 


end 0 | 

'T $hall but adde wehave ground to jadge the Lord will 
usher in'that glorious, everlaſting ſtare of the Church) even. 
by ſome preparative deprees here, thelacter times are there-- 
fore to be reckoned the more bleſſed, the more near they ap=" 
proach to the dawning of glory. | Kg 


''Now in the ſecond placeT shall but poine ac fomethings 
a | which wich a fate warrant, we may underſtand, and look 
© after, in the accomplishment of theſe promitles. T0 es 
"Tris very clear they hold forth agrear _— ent tothe- 
univerſal Church both of Jewes , and Gentiles'; particu» 
larChurches may be in a fad; withering condition, whileſt 
other parts do' flowrish » bur theſe: promiſes ſeemtepoinr 
Xa day , which will concera the $aints'in all corners of the 
earth, who $hall nor want their 'share with the reſt of that 
blefſed time , ir maybe alſo clear, ſome more bright, and 
bot ſan - $hineof the Goſpet is held forth , ſome ſuch re. 
markable ſpringtide of che Spirir that shall be as difcern= 
able,” as the Churches low ebb:ſometime was , aday of che. 
gear powerof God, his preſence very manifeſt among his 
people , and with the or4inances, beyond former times fo 
that £26k, 48: ver. 35. the name of that place $hall be called 
lehoyah Shammah,. the Lord is there, yea , that in this day 
Chriſts ea Fora! G07 p in a ſetled Church ſtate shall more 
enmently flowrish, and the flowing in of people and nations 
with much feryour, who $hall joynthemielves to the Lord, 
pure ordinances ,” 4.more univerſal onenefſe anoogh the 
worshippers of God, the walk of Chriſtians with 2 o_ 
: cernable 
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pe& ſuch. a favourable rime wherein,the Church milicant, 
Shall nor haye trouble and perſecution from the World, yet, | 
there ſeemerh ſo much clearly imported in ſome of theſe }| - 
L great promiſes, as point at a greater calm, and more fa» .. 
vourable galeof outward proſperity, which the Church $hall N _ 
then haye , yea z this in ſome longer continuance then.in, | | 
former ages , 2. day. wherein the haters of the Lord hall F - 
evenbe made to feign.ſubjeftion with much of the counts; 
nance , and concurrence of Magiſtrates » and the civil au. £ - 
rhority 1a behalfe of the Church, yea, a time of much} | 
holy ear amongſt the, people of God ,..and of muchter. I, 
rour., :and aw upon, his enemies ,. to, which the gre Þ ; 
works of the Lord1a thattime. shall/then effeRually con. - 
tribute and cauſe them fear the Lord; and his goodneſſemn Þ} .- 
chi later dayess +... es 
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.IY... We have apropheey held forth,,, Rev. 16: ver. 144, ff |» 
which comparing with Rev. g: ver. 13. ſeemeth clearly 4 
| 


oint at che fall , and defirnction of the Turk;ch Empire who have. NN _ 
K1=zk theſe many ages ſo great 7 ſcourge to the Chriſtian F 
World, fort is manifeſt that this drying up of che river of & 1 
Euphrates mult relate to that very party which we findin } * 
that 9 Chap. raiſed up, from about that river where the Turk JF 2 
hath ſo conſiderable a. part of his dominions., it is, true the : 


event will more clearly make this known , yet theſe are un- |} - 
_ 7. That ſucha party was foretold by JohninWac 9 Chap, 
and aſolemn' WIG Rvento the Church ofFo dreadfulla, 
ſtorm, the rime allo there pointed forth. when cichrit 


should be 3t 2 great height, yea, the portraifture of fuchan, Þ 
adverſary moſt eyidently held forth , ſuch as, indeed they, | | 


welt 
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" menemys. and thus let chemouſe -isalſoexpre 
w that g/Cha. 20 ver. thatit was in judgement y four yo 

on men for Antichriſtian idolatry, which then had 

fa | Goh over{pread the earth , andit was no-wonder;,/ that 
hall Y when/fo:much of the viſible Church was turned almioſt bru- 
n.in. | tish-in their:Religion, and from the pure worship of God, 
hall } w&caricd after idols.of gold , andfilver; the Wok of mens 
ares | --hands-rhar ſo drucish,, and: barbarous an adverſiry should 
aw, N be lerour;foraſcouge”; Irruely think that.as Antichriſt, 
ach! | and che2bominations of that party hach-been, hitherto. the- 
ters e of: Self againſt the Turk; bs. ado ia to. expett 
reat. of any, ſuch.defign, andhis falls and ruin 
Ole. of opening 'be' removed, for. which the. Lord a> 
ein F- iſe of: this, dreadful .rod., - 
+*. 3+ That ſuch 2 patty was raiſed up acconing'eo the 


+ prophecy , +23 at the appointed time thereof, 1s very 
14, | clear who-like 2. mighty deluge did overflow a/prear 
A'S þ Piece of the earth, and with Krone prodigiox « ſiccelle , 
ive. did' © ITO of Afia peg op of:Atrick ,-and 
1an toghemork to thelc kings >; and grear 
of : how a:ſcour gs <0 chem who had giyen their'po- 
din ; Sig the Beaſt. 
urk | zund-from: the Scripture that 
* | iehord Tn as: eipiirady rin the fall. ,-. and =) 
- verry a5ia the railing of then up;, .and 

1 ir fall . he is co make way for the accompli- 
ie z of hi le anent the Churches further encreaſe, 
"| z the-fuldes ofthe Gentiles, and\brioging in 
d'people « whereto this prophecy ſeemsto have 
iſt, >: this: we are/to look afteras one-of 
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wi ad the Church hall haye, before the'end , and then 
= marfare will by. near hnished., » afient. which "the pg 
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ent proyidences of cheſe laſt times which 
| irits.th Yo9gs work, 15. Near. tO 2 


clo e qv wcomph this 2290s 6Bcripture, now 
i\Isha Z bpeculgr whenge chegody 
Tg o the Yn co x ach EY None. EFath » 
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| Mo p Eero - ” | Fa. . 
phecyes thereof, that. yer are" not” fillfilled , which we | 
| 'Shiculd lookon, '354 Very codvincitig pledge inGur handbf 


© T. Ground whence we may be thys corfirmed'io'our 
- faith is this; "thathoronly the moſt patrof the 'Scriptitre'is 
_ "already proved , and verifycd in" theeeyent > 'bur alſo, 
' Theſe truths which of the whole Scripture , are mot firange, and | 
. marvellous, yea, thowld have much ſtaggered our fauh if 9 
were yet Pill cn.4. promiſe are this. day-cerrainly accompluthed , 
Shall but only- acer tonemmy of the Meſſias  whichthe 
Prophets of old foretold , that God should be manifeſt 
in the flesh ;' arid'2 yirgin bring forth'a'fon > whioſe nam 
"Should'be Emmanuel ,, that was to'dye\, 'and becutofF que 
of theland of theliving , not for himſelt but forthetrank 
reffion of his People, 15notthis nowſhrely peg = 
"Which we may ſay isthe greateſt 'wonder,. the moſt aſto 
nishing thing that ever was , or $shall be', and Should full 


fitence our thotghrs anent any other Scripture rtuth!, that 


. \ / 


. 
_ O_o * _—_—_— 


is yet to be made out; for we now, know thar the gre 
buflines of redemption-1s put to'acloſe {GI 
\price thereof fully rold down, now is the doBttine'frhe | 
Goſpel ſealed, and arreſted by" bloot'eyen the blood'df 
"the Teftator ; it is now ſure the-prothiſed Meilias ha 
"come; and this is he, who; inthedayes of Pilar ſuffe: 
* at Jeruſalem), in whom. all things which were writteit 
_" theProphets, were truly accomplished.”' And is tiorithis 
aprexe pledge , ro ſure us of theredt outmaking of cre 
' other promiſe?” It is ſurchediddye, his bleſſed fidewasY® 
; -__ with 2 ſpear, and upon the'crofſe he cryed witha 
"Toad voice and gave up the ghoſt .-"O Here lyerh'the 
greateſt cauſe of wonder”, 'nor what 'd6th eter A 
- the Scripeure' but that which is already fulfilled,” nort 
- Chriſt Should'come again to judge'the'World ; pur thi 
once he did come to the World , and become mat; for: 
God to be found in'rhe form of a ſeryant and dye, thats 
beyond expreffion wonderful , for the othet muſt neccHatly 
as a conſequent follow', that he any ene - 
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ofthe the Scripture. | 


%Hurch , and did pay her ranſom should ſee the trayel of 
bis foul > and be fatisfied, chat 


of "the 


fecurn to/ judgement , who shall bereyealed from Heaven 


with flaming fire, the ſound of the trumpet , and'voj 

of the Archangel , yet, ' how great ſo ever they are, and 
may ſeem hard toris to believe, O how ſmall comparatiyely 
are they, with that whichis already-done and accomplish- 
*+d, the incarnation-'of the' Son of God, a ——_ hid 
from ages , wherein the Angels with wonder doe look, 
which we may ſay, is unſpeakably more great, then-to 
Treat this World;, andturn it again to nothing, itmay be 
truely ſtrange , whileſt we read theſe prophecyes anenc 
Chriſt, arid his Kingdome, in ſo plain an hiſtory,” and 
Profeſſe that we believe he did dye, and rife again, we 
Should have ſuch heſitation , anent the performance of any 
_ other Scripture promiſe ; is it not this day much morecaſy, 
to; believe the Scripture and fulfilling thereof , then jt was 
of old for the Jewish Church beforeChriſts comming? And 


Ls 


how may we not with as much aſſurance, wait for 'the 


kcond coming of the Lord, and a full perfeRing of his 
"word even from that which isalready verifyed thereof; as 
are ſure of the return of the ſun after it isgone down, 


a 


|. #nd. of che breaking of the day when once the night is 


j.. TI. Ground whence the godly in chelſe'times$should be 
confirmed, anentthe full performance of that whichis yet 
remaining of the Scripture ; rhat it is ſure , yea » now near 
-| hand, is this that Jeſus Chrift 55 :come t6 atlion againft 
"the enemies of has Chunch , and bach raken the fields » that ſurely 


bei _ farch as The greamwers of bus frength conquering » and ſo 
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2th Fe e. ns 


d.theſe provide 
© offrgln ing) poten, when we 70'U ;to ih 
We, lon ea comfortable aſpeor k, 
Ch - lags her | 63-14 petals » WA 6 
as the. tender. ns and leaves of che fi tree , a1 þ 
Ho h co sheyw.che.. mmers proach, 21: ver. 2 
'$£.45 true. the C 's i now low, and the wok of C Sy 
Mects with. yery fad thterruptions which are needfiil,, both 
forts yal. and rebuke , bur this alſo is ſure which Fay: ch 
deny »;that hs Lad ha hath eminently appeared » and dons 
reat thing r-his. Church ,: yea ,, we niuſt ſay, | ath, 
n 2. confluence / of ver remarkable providences , Mi r 
condeſcended to, ſtrengthen his peoples hands, to c0 
ſuch-who areready colager even aSit were by Eruchs 
By Hou the. greatnes of theſe things which are yet pies 


Now to clear this truth a lictle we would corifidef, 
Eift |, How its ery conſonant to the Scriptitre andets 
 prefly held' forth in the ſame, that inthe laſt times, "nd # 
tarz'ofthe Churches caſe from ES 1 » the Lord will 
Sgappenr 2:30 io lus great ſirengeh, andſcr up his ſtandard | 
againſt his -adverſaryes « yea » will then. in a ſpecial wy 
call forth Nis peaple,. roglorify him by an aQive ao Y. 
2, -Thatithe Nas 1% thrhus begun to appear according to] 'y 

ord tis arch that is alſo undenyable, & shoyld much help 
»confirmyour faich, ancnt the perf6rmance of that which 
ther remains of the $cripture, . 


of che Seuſs. —o 


py, Take this 1 is marliteſt fromthe word may bethus clear. 
hk firſ, Th gh the Chiircls militant tmiſtnorwantnads 
[hg ; yo Sins periFention from the'World, evenin; 
her beſt eftare , yer, 'we havea ſafe warrane'to expeR that 
the Lord will glorify bimſelfe in a peculiar "in his: 
kople now in theſe latter Jayes, by doing 3 lng or 
the truth , as in former ages his glory did 'moſt'appetr, 
dateivg Antichriſts Reign ,” inhis Churches 'ſaffering;' for 
hen the faith , ard patience of his Saints 'was to be'wit= 
hefſed in its ſeaſon » Rev, 13: ver. 10; and thas he would” 
erve himſelte of his people, and brin forth hisgl gloty, i tineil! 
that ri6n, when theſe who had killed with the 
il Ford Should be killed by thefword , andtheſ® wholed' 
0 captivity » beſo dealt with , which doth'alſoclearl Sq F 
ſome ſpecial ourlerting of the' Spirit for ating 
CN theſe gifrs of courige 5 and refoturion Foblets the ferv 
| of che Church inthe latter dayes , and traely T think _ 
all or ic wane we ſtudy 'not more the accomplishing 'of the 
miſes, and how to improvethe ſame for gifts, as well 


$81 dk orderto the ſeveral cimes » and neceſfities of the 


'*2. Ttis very clear from the Scripture that in the laſt 
4&0 dyes , when Chriſt is to raiſe his Church fromunderthe 
& | power » and tyranny of Antichriſt he $hall'then'appearina 

"oY þ lik ike poſture, which"John had shewed ro him; Rev:'t97 
Ft 13414. as 0ne upon the head ofhis forces, with'his veſture 

dipped in blood , ro shew thatyyhen once the vyar is be- 
0, againſt his adverſary , and this Lyon of the cribe'of 

| Finsto rouze himſelfe by vvhyg 2 terrible appea- 

40 fan acchevvil have in chat undertaking , 6B it is clear, thar 

fl hes Lord hath declared j in this his counſel, and yvill, thar 
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againſt fo concerning 2.truth ». now .in theſe da & Joi : 
promiſe ſome eminent SP REArAE. of the Lord hn 
(0) 


and that he Shall yet. more 
theWorld, .  _* | | 

--3---Doth not the Scripture point at the laſt times , as 
that ſpecial time of recompence for the controverſy of Siag 
to which the Lord: hath reſerved a ſolemn triumph of his 


emaly afſere the ſame beforg 


juſtice, over all his Churches enemyes , when he $hall 
_ enquire for the blood of his Saints, shed upon the earth | 


fmce. the dayes of Abel, at Babylons hand , Revelar. 18; 
wer, 24. thar great adverſary , who ſtands in law guilty , and 
hath ſeryed her ſelfe heire to all the violence & cruelty done 
© tpformer ages, for in- her hand muſt that cup be found fall 
, whichcheenemyEs ofthe Church., from the beginning hath 
been filling up »/andas ſo many rivers, and fountaines hath 
run unto this great ca - | ; 
...g- tis alſoclear thatin the laſt times, when the Lord 
Shall bind up the breach of his people , and heal the ſtroke 
2ir wourid., :'who, for {o long a time > had bee 


of their wound, K 
cantfled under by Antichriſt , heshall by ſome ſignal pro. | - 
vidences roll away this teproach , and ſcandal of meannes, 


contempt, and perſecution , Shall pur ſome glory on his 
Church proportionable to its former abaſement , yea, thus 
comfort her, according to the dayes, wherein he had aMic-- 
ted: her > and cauſe his peoples upriſing > in meaſure , 
and; kind to anſwer their low , and ſuffering tate from 
Antichriſt, even in the laſt times, when the Lord $hal 
| make themappear withthefaceofa Lion, whettthe feeble 
yhall be as David Sand as the Angel of the Lord , Zach. 1%; 
v7.8, / which promiſe doth clearly point at the Chorche 


4 


raiſing, and delivery from Antichriſt; upon the back where. 


. of we find the Prophet doth foretel thc laſt converſion, and 
i1ncomming of Iſrael.  - fo W 
- 5+ { shall only adde what the Scripture doth moſt exs 
rely shew , -chat the Lord shall fo glorioully appear i 
bringing his Church out of Babylon , and executing h 
judgement on that adverſary, as inthe day when he. brought 
His people our of Egypt 2 andtherefore shal they ſing , the 
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oth ſong of Moſes , and the lamb ,- Rev. 15: ver. 3. his great 


in, | poyEr+ and outftretched hand, being no lefle diſcernable 
fork therein, then if they had been ſtanding with Iſrael at thered 


Sea, when they ſaw their' enemyes lying dead upon the 
. 25 shore 2 YEA, have wenot ground to believe 5 chat heard | 
ion | $þall make himſeif very evidenely knowen in reicg in- 
' his 4 firuments » anda Ring them forth , which hath been 

hall $ dy ſeen, and 1 am ſure the World muſtconfeſſe what grear 
arth | things have been done by theſe of 'whom little was exs 
18; peed. | % PORES TY 


lone | TIT: That the Lord hath thus begun to 2ppear 2 | 
fall make himſelf knownto the World in theſe laſt ages acc: 
aath — jos to: his word is a thing very caly to demonſtrar , 
lah | for- | — 


ord | - © n+ Is itnot clear how intheſelaſttimes , hehath met his 
oke # enemyes _ their high places, and in their greateſt 
cen | firength , thar- by -a ſtrong hand he did make room for his 
ro. | _truch,, when both Law , and forge: did withſtand the 
ies, | fame, and put the marks of his wrath-,,on ſuch who would 
his $_ oppoſe the pnating of his Kingdome , that they have 
hus $/- been as viſible, - as ſometimes their rage, and violence 
tic. gainſt the Church was, yea, fince the Lord begunto life 
< , | . upaſtandard for the truth , and call forth his People toad; 
hath it not been ſeen they have loſed their ground more by 
wall 8 bnderhand treaties, and turning aſide to carnall policick 
ble # Shifts then by open force, and violence, vvhich the French 
14:4 Maſſacre , vvith other ſad inſtances can vvitnes ; for in- 
hes | feed the Church hath Rtill loſt leaſt, by greateſt oppoli- 
re. tion. . 5 
and | © 2. Have vve not ſeen by vvhat dreadful shakings , and 
'{ alterations of the earth, this late glorious reformation of 
» | the Church from *Antichriſtianiſme hath been ushered in , 
- yyhich' hath been more ſtrange, and frequent , then in 
-many ages before; hath nox the Lord canſed the Nations | 
hake , and 'theearth to reel like a drunken man, tosheyy_ 
-en that though he ſuffered long in former times of rhe 
Bute, O Worlds 
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= 
moſt eter ty $7.98 not IC ofthe f 
miral of France, yvith many others in = er man — ) 
taifed, up » forthenecellicy: of that time ,'and doe we not 
fiodz- theſe Princes. af Orange William » and Maurice p Few bp 
iris of Sax0 20 whom theLorg raiſed 2841 [8 
es the V.. and cau iethin flee over the Alpes, yea; _ | 
maryellousreſolution, and courage , did Seond the Ange | F 
ofthe canfederatesof che Low Councryes, & ia latrer times | & 
| foe wenat find Guſtavus King of Swedens Bernard Duke || j 
.of Weymar, Lantsgrave' of Heſſe'z with many. orhers 
eminencly'raiſed ito ayenge the. Lords quarrel againſt chag 
bloody houſe of Auſtria, haye we not alſo ſeen yery. great 
ioſtrumemrs raiſed upin Brictaio , andIireland » (who WC(Ig . 
followed with, wonderful ſcceſie,) to aA for the truth © 
 8gaioft Ancichriſtian Prelacy , and rrucly we moth fa! the IC: 
withdrawing in ſuch a meaſure of char ſpiritof courage, || A 
and- reſolution, which once was ſo yiGblyler forth inthe | 
firſt dawoing of the Reformation , may ſadly point ata ff þ 
great decay of zeal. ſelfe confidence, unfaichfulnes as to f A 
- the improving of opportunities» for the Lord was with. W 
his People,. whileft they were wich him , and did ſingly | & 
follow him+ in his way , butalace, with their departing» || tc 
jt may be {aid their ſtreogrh hath departed - from them» || 
However ,. the eo 1s clear fot an oppreſſed Peoples tc 
acivg., upan. Ms an .2cgQunt -as;the inte» 
xc&t of Rilieion Xs the cruelty a t.engrgach- 
ancnts of Antichriſt wherein As:the Lord og n 
Iy-5 ;dreocd: ba Pe ater (1 Marg Nor . Te | | 


ing | Gich” 20" arguinenr”, ' againſt vyhich they $hall nor dev | 


*'4.: That unuſual deludge of blood which” for the 190 
Feares paſt hath overflowedrfinch of Europe can bea wit= 
es £6 this ;- thatthe Lord hath ap 0-1 from men who 
yyouldnot embrace the peace of the Goſpel offered in theſe 
is | If cirties, and given his ctiemyes who had Shed the blood oof 
us I theſatuits, blood to drink in great meaſure. I am ſure poor - 
a F Germany can prove this, which for 20 years together, was a 


4 


da | field of dead men, &France from thedayes of Henry the IT. 
tly | tothe cftablishment of Henry the FV. hovy long vyas the 


LoW Countryes riade a ſtage of vyarr, vvhere many a cruel} 


nd | Spanjard did fall under the ſyyord of an avenging God, 
ars | befids the late bloody yvarres in Brittain, 2nd Freland. | 
at | and vyhatdoth thisdeclare , but that Jeſus Chriſt hath ca. - 
gs | kenthe fields, andit'vvil not benovy vvith the Kings of the 


es | Earth , to opprefle his Church , and withſtand the truthas 
ke || in formertimies. | . - 
x. {| I shall but adde, hovy yyonderfully-hath the Lord ap. 
ae | peared in. delivering his Churchar the greateſt extremity, 
235 | hath curned his enemyes counſelsand deſignes upon theme 
8. | ſelves , brought about the great vvorks of theſe laſt times 
th '' by meanes ſo unexpeRed , and improbable, that yve may ' 
he | ſay, as to yyhat of his judgement is already execute againſh 
E, | Antichriſt ,. hath been no leſſe marvellous thenthar Jeri. 
he Þ| choes yvals should fall at the ſound of a trumpet of ram» 
£3 | horn, or a cake of barley bread tumbling into the hoſt of 
to | Midian should ſmite , and overthrow the ſame., ſurely 
th | when we conſider , what'the Lord hath done, and how 
ly | 'exaRly that doth anſwer the Scripture we.may have much 
Z2 | to confirm us,” ancht the further accomplishment of his 
n» {| word, and be aſſured that the term of his long ſuffering' 


les | towards Babylon is at an end, war is denounced, | 
, TA 1 4 d I V9 $ ” p o ; 74a F* 
+> || and the execution already begun , which muſt not haye 


he 


Peels wn jkgement be accomplated imo ic 


TV. Ground 


IV... Ground which may | 
qd be as pledge in their hand complishing of 


the Scripture ,,yea, ;that this is.near is this, that che day &. 


have over Antich 


feat meaſure advance 
veltous a criſis in the Churches cafe. her recovery fromfo 


deſperat» and hopeleſſe a diſeaſe, already begun; that it 


o 


meer with much oppoſition , yet, it shall no morego back 


in the” whole , and muſt we not fay'in all this the word-. 


the. event in every circumſtance made |. to anſwer to. the 


" Now' to clear this we would conſider theſe two. 
Firft ,-char the Churches viRory over "Antichriſt is this 
day fo farr advanced. 2. How the Lords very immediat 
hand hach been moſt diſcernable therein. , ' > 
v. Thefirſt I need but name whileſt it is ſo manifeſt, 
whar',the Lord hath wrought for his Church for we 
_ have feen Kingdomes , and Nations , ſubje& themſelyes 
to the truth , the kingdome of Ancichriſt grow dark, with 
the breaking £4 of the light , and many of his followers 
\ made to gnash their reerh, being ſcorched with the hear and 
power of the. goſpel, in how great 2a meaſure 1s \that 
wrereft now shaken , if we conſider , what the Lord hath 
wrough , what 2 great reformation hath been in Brictain 
& Jteland , chrough much of France » Germany Suedens 
the Loiv Countries, Pole, Denemark, yea, even in Hun- 
gary , & Tranſilvania , ſare this was a great work, which 
'shoyld be maryellous inour eyes , how that Antichriftian 
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inp irs contrived with fach wiſdome yderprope*wi 
Fo preat ſtrength ,*'whoſe commands 'not ron -* 
yed. as Oracles, with an avv , and reſpe& qnely' Gite 


| wa hath infuchs tmeaſurebegun to fall beforethepo- 


;wr 'ofthe word. Othe righteous judgement of the Lord, 
"which, he harh sHewed" forth upon that adverſary, and 
*$hould'be 4 pledge to L.- of the" >. -p- manifeſtation 
"thereof, an Lins. ce Fer ateſt- that'eyer 
the Church had; if Ji 4th been forer' , 
then theloins of al Ing went befoge » if we yo: lng 
"cruelty over men$bodyes , tyrannie over "their con 
, "with: 0 lobg a contintiarice of that tryal ; in" reps" of 
- Whoth' it may | be ſaid” Pharaoh'was an eaſy taskmaſter, 
| "Antiochus , and the Roman Emperours milde, whofor 
neer 1200. year did catty on 2 defperar! , 'and mY 
os the Church. k 


"FI: "The Secorid: which I would at ſons none ii 

; follow forth is this, tow che. Lutds hand ani ſomething ef 
| a, eihraordemar pe hang hath beet 'no Teſſe” diſcernahle Jin thee * 
Cinerth ,- and her begun viflory over 4 


| "rbew' q £6 planting of Obriſtianity by tbe Apoſtles y' this | 
7 ores whicts ” pee ſeem —_ bur pubay' meer 


'F ] R $ T Wins0 this eruch'# Ts Mar af windlofa eb 
which the Goſpel in theſe Iaſt'r imes hath. hail j'*wherein menmuſt 
Doug the grear-power of God, and efficacy of the, Spirit » 
'-1n ſome mealure-2s manifeſt > - as'in "the firſt ric” of: he 
Chriſtian Church 3 if we conf! der. [1378 72 


x. From what 2finall ſpark; Grds fire did breakup 

MR fray in 2 'Short time put Europe in a flame ,/ and'made 
-. ſh. greata change therein, even-Luthers appearing againſt 
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Tearce ,any Karh oy” de,to; 
KD Er fo es | 
A age: we Ne Ong ion, Ton by.m 


xc. the, wi x and politicians, 5 Gf FI Wot, 
rolſe if tenſe h 

t cx to fo C&S. W. ' 

_—_ ya How in. an ordinary Way 45, Foul be. brgught 


$. "Were.not inſtruments moſt. ike neg, a 
work if we would judgeas men ,. thatſuch 2 por ag 
- as Lucher , Tuvpglins., Melenchron's Bucere » £96., Should 
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uh chaLirigitye. IJF- 
2.1 shillinftabce MrPartich, ad amfyrcuril BotabbifGoce: 
of an; 57 SCI was rnd | 


2 theoKing: I=ED ro 


RD me: rd key at 
daim 6a418rhis hewght- ob huus power » nap x 
dined yen he hogi oo yonce ; ar whichaimg- 
hiaſed coboaft of. 3. things chat he ſaid could-nor fail hins; 
hisriches 5-leaming/z\andche Kings favour » - dubellitleaks 
tor; as was then moſt known! be was by che righteous juds 
| ; of God: bronghe co this paſs thar wes too 
wither, atid 'dry up»; that in ſeeking '3/ bletling -on 

meat he conld: ſcarce: aka few: mote ike) hovgh 
ence+ admired for his -cloquence, -as for his tiches\ he was" 
pond on et-charity from theſe. Miniſters whoin ks before 
+ and forthe Kings favour he was {6 /abhotretby 
Lrlwtoti hiinſelf-protefſed when'vhe Rrokesf'Got: 
him-/ro ſome ſenſe of his condition; hewar hire 
je pheckt-re worſt of his dopyes «hwy for 
hic', and=husin great miſery dyed ,"caft- of by-theWorld! 
. whoſe-favotreihe Cnd:enely ſoughe ,” his publick-2eknovy- 
ledgoment6f his-guile ;:a0d) apoRtacy, ant" of the erds: 
hand purſuing'the fame," vvas by himſelfe kedferibed z- be- 

fotedivers eminent,” and yvorthy Miniſters ofthe Churth | 

who did alſo byzheivſubſcripionarceſtrtivſmes ahi ves 
aftervyards'printed.: { 2443, % £7Tt 516 o1955193 23f1 
+4v'iv a{6-maniteſt hovy the: Lordi in his judgement; dig: 


1 | ptrſhe'th46 'Vvreeched/ man "his iſuccefſoor TOUbij-Syer feb 


vrhoinamore: ſubtite vvay did'endervour the-overturning 
the diſciple; and libernes of #he Church! for ſetting or ting wp 
of iPrelazyy/4nd- by uridethand" dealing? got himſelfe fi 


{ ] cheuſt is and afterto” beArchbitkop'd? Serine 


diws yea; -ar laſts” was Chancellour-of *S 5 his? 
eldeſt Son a Barron in Fife , and his Jecong Son Prefidene of 


teSetfon , ghis Daughter alſo married to Roſline then 
a Cone 


| xamplc1 FEY p 4 $297 
ment xx7p mere regs, and: therein Thy 


ſever whleſthenioypn foner ar | 


be: as'a one caſt our of a fling by 
' name 'should rot, and a. male (Eat, = erity., an 
truely this; is known what. become. of himſelf _in.che — 


1638. how he. was:excommunicated by the Church, did: 
flee. into England vyhere in great miſery he dyed: his eldeſt: 
yon Sr lebm Spurſwood: vyas ſometime ng ta to. beg, 
bread-vyhic le 1racche tg many og yevalign>:59s Son! 
vyho, pr clidene of the Sctlion.y being; taken.;at, the: 
battel-of Ns hauch.y. was beheaded: ar -St- Andeowny 
and his:Qy.yourg,.Darzic' beheaded at Edinburghs/'and 
for-his.4 awho:was:married to:Roilin, iris WR 
how quickly.after that on was rooted oats. ARA 
Som: that. Faces. x 381, Yb "+4830 v5 14, 7 
\-Mr-vidmaen Nical ſanne: age-'V \cemitent in+ chis. .rime.for 
part®, and; Jjudgement-dn:the-effaires of the Ghurchy yeas 
once very; zealous-for- the rruth-,-and a-great-:oppoſer-of 


Prelacy's:when-ic-fiift-begun ro-affauit; the-Church; bat 


at laſt:was:rurned afide y\by Court infinuations.,: gets: the! 
Bishoprickof Dunkel., hard turns mbſt fordward'repro- 
more thar intereſt; but to in: shore:time/heis :firicken 


by the {£;ord: wich ficknes »/ and great: horrour-of confci-!. 


ence* wirkin?zi:can-get.no reſt, -his/ friends an; vain{ended-. 
vouring+to'coinfore; him;, and when: they: would> have: 
broughe';phiſtrians , he eold chem: his--diſcaſe 1wastof 
another--kind+" for. which: they could - -givernociphifick, 
which preſſed him-nore; then: ink ſicknes j-thar: 1 1 
i6' mon Kt and-over: che {belly efhis: conſcience he! 
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2conclivithenywith his after aRings:;. Gahents 99.9 4 
_ taffright and diſquiet him) antbone'day being | 
toLenhgnhe was fiiddenly terrified withap 
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Sh o ſllwtem, 
"mihs. $74 I 
FAVAar , 8rque dnmam;tautinm exime witre_ 


* Hule' at; bates as me premut 3 \S perinie. 4 
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ew ne, . wy 14th 


<1 ate ens, ſometime miniſter oP Perthonewhs 


much zeal againſt Prelacy ; bach by "preaching: q 
and wires igalerter to My Greorge Grhamey' Who had writ 
'r0him'ent reating his charity towards his oiyn conforming 
e hath theſe-words. Ser , ſor your ſelf 1 never hared y 


hart Courſe 5 tre #1 1 never loved, how dangeroiis 11 Hhett' 


e but with the falliof many , who het habnves 
the right way rorhe mundſiry , cliſing choſe founcames whith'God bark 
opened; | doing it 4 marter of conſcience with wigs. ymnerns mens 
, 0: ah et whence fi ' mlluration , | thevefores 1 cannot 
70: P1/nits' 76 God in beart'a yow » 
pov chus mt up tis letter z confrder Jour " fiſowar yew war , 
wad where. y ae, CO quantulym fit lad qropter: quod nes 


vr 7, this Lt down ta Shew what othorimken Lone, 


;yershortlyafterithis man turns to a Bishoprick;; was loath- - 
ihe the 'in-that time z:. ſome: of: his: old friends 
hc his \own ſermors.to6-him, : and defired: him to.re= 


_ arnied men; ;comining: upon/him!; ;' rheſewho were 
timeoldhim ; chere'vras:no fuch:thing £5 apo 
* dream. lvytiereupon: he» became. ſilent, - and. tel 
je « ARE he-vyett-home 4/100k bed 51a edn in 
Ne eoith ih and + mory? of ſpitit;, 'beitig ob cegprob 4 
pry 
ob: ils —_ 


ngerito-the cart ci tingrout 
ls Lotte Oe þ fallen $12re.. ka 
d upon vvith an 


"oy for divers years, yi not been 


| viberapon rt ws Gln of Shel Atria 


MLA 3; apes Jag] his Court:adyancement 
had rene, | 4: FT & $ x; 3 ATE 2p { ! | | 
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A vary comincing inflaceof the judgement:'of God i in 
: 3 'Vves-00C My Andrew FoFer , Minifter at Dum- 
fealiogreho being ſent Commillianer tothe Aﬀerablyar 


ſover:to. Jeſus Chriſt by his breehrens' not toconſent to 
any alteration of the governement of the Chvrehzy yernot- 
nding'; yotedfor Prelacy having got 5'6' Metks 
from-thoEatle of -DNumbar, ' who made uſe of thar wous 
ment to break ſome of theſe wretches ,\2 ſmall futn- ite 
toſell;che cauſe of Chriſt,, and by himvery'dearboughr's 
for afcer'his rerurn , he falleth in (ficknes, 'and:upon his 
recovery, frem thar was ſeiſed with horroar po oy 
fo thar he run qut of the pu paltat whileſt he was goiy 
preach , Any he had fold Chiiſt 2c thar: Fs 
| » that being poor, and havinganiumerous family, he 
Su nai ron baſt; then belceve; and thus lady de: 
| 3 Mr lon Murrey.whio then was filenced! 
bo by the Bi Biohop: rhar for ChriſtsIake he wouldrakethe charge 
ak grts Sang which. or eat diftr3&ior; and 
became in ſome meaſure.madde., an choughhodicſorie” 
thing recover, yets; dyed ingreatinfaniy,poorsand 
&Þt »..4 Y6ry-conyincing.cxample of the judgement *f | 
.Twsold. Mr Row of 'Carnock. being: thena: 


on i 
 Jame;Prevbicery ſers- down under hus hand vyhich he' 


moſt corrainly, knew. 
o shalloaly,adde 2 remarkable ipſtances_obithe Lords" 


240 fs wy t03conſdentle familiar 
whowade, prank ag perſec 
4 ws: hs Vat, an- eminently holy '; ; 


16402 and ſolemnly adjurctiias hewghotild*an- 


en ,eAhio hiatheſe few: [.YEALEs that hk hh | 
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of edvldilice 
ma; ye >;yyou the accompr of-his Faithfulnes; 'the/vi : 
Laird'of thac' houſe, out of. walice dork purfuc him 'yvich 
7 Elſe Tibel before che Singd [uſing all means he-could to 
feproach his name , having it as his defign , eitherto-ger 
him broken , and put our of fche Parish, or at leaſt ro crusb 
his ſpitir and vyeaken him intheexerciſe of che'miniſtry ; 

bo _ doth there meet vvith adiſappoinement, che Lord cleir- 
in this innocence'of his fervant;, and' the milice' of che 
n- r, forharievenfuch whootherwa es: wanted nora pre. 
at judicear tim, were forcedto acknow this; at witich 
n-. | time thar Gentleman, whileſt hewent rothe fable there 


= 


to | his horſes were; being ehen ar'the Sinod that"4c= 
ſr compt » is 1n the place ſtricken with ww ed © 
ks | baſte/home and take bed and there ſciſed: with fel orr 
1 | of confeience , which-made him-oft: cry s/ int r tnoft 
«& || carncftly for his Miniſter whom he ha thus'petſecared , 
ft; | and "tg had theſe words, O'yo fte bis face", 'yea't61d his 
ws || friends: that if he would nor.come to him, they would 
6 | cauſe carty him to'his houſe, bur his Lady oat of milice 
to | did inamoſt rudey' and violent way hinder the Minifters- 
or | accelſſe if _ , and thus'thar poor Gendemiati'in great . 
he et oar , :2nd anguishdyerh: after his deathhis Lady gort 
Je: | fill: one the ctuatie: with no leſſe malice anelt whe tf alfo 
ed Fallech! fick, and" therewith had friuch' terrour\\apon her 
o& | conſcience! yea.» did 'no leffe cry: out' for rhe Nnders 
nd. ” herhisband,, who then was providertially abſent; (ov 
e-) $hewaspurto cry » and inthatdenyed,” which Shedid 
ed' to herpoor hasband, thoughar faſt "he exmerg her 
of! before her:death', tro whom shee' vyith much bicternes. 
in? | confelſedher vvrong, After'this ayoubg manthbir chap- 
he! Ws yyhbo had been engadgedby. them to earas'#vvite 
2 ainft char godly man yvas ſo terrified intitsconftienee 
ds' Marte coytd-ger no Teſt -uneil he vycherarhenext Sino , 
aſd! || to; acknovyltdge thar horrid/fin, inibearirg? falſe'vy 
Fog * 764 inſt his Miniſter, but b&i ing there keepr-byTomeFtorr 
vil ap ance',''tie'y C'to drother” part" off, he 
& | t dy. voheretis certainly tepo rted ke; ed: 
all. v.itof altthe youre: Laindyyt ſtscedFvehitt 


FP "YE eſtaccr 


it arish, wo Pes agh Megloms 
chen ochervvayes ftaged | upon ohh actempeat publick 
cauſe; yet; it 'y vas knovyn the violenr purſure a; that 
 Gendleman vvas the main cauſe of this. ſentence , vvhich 
ticſe vyho,had, handin palling it did themſelves confeſſe, 
for he had ſolemnly ſyvorn, "that if he lived in that place, 
that maushou[d not be Miniffter there, bur loafeyv dayes 
after, having rerarned to his houſe, and boaſting, hovy he 
had keepr this vyord, and novy got his Miniſter caſt out of 
the patish > he vyas ſuddealy ftruck-by the Lortvvichan 
highfever', 'vvhuch plucked him avvay in the very ftrength 
of his yeares: This I had related as it is here ferdown, 
front 2 grave Chriſtian , the party himſelfebcing preſent, 
which, he did humbly decline to relate, cough! he could” 
not buraffect thereto. 
Second is 'one David Mackbtyar who ws'a membet 
of he e lace Parliamenc being one of the commiſſioners of 
the Burrowes, 2a man moſl ptour in the cc 
he lived for. a-leud , and pgrofſe prattice, bur mo 
kable: and knowen beyond ochers., for his violence, Bos : 
rage 3g inſt the Godly, Ss he Shewed by his'carria 2 


boch in he Parliamhe 
have, ceſs did ſer. himfſelfe"ts' trouble” 26T he 
ks -04 4 y 


for Savin <= pears t 
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ſuch 'ondec chat an al name of fanatic 
in {dre time thereafter whileſthe was fore 
mM of debe. for. fear of caption ; he was' 
-alone' 'by ons who' was then comed"6ur" 
p that” Colntrey , and had riden'fi % 
chuld"catch any of thar Foy. whom, he'3 
chers [ifrking', and ſup 0 bh xe jb 
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.» by ſo great, a. downpowring of the 
ible, and extraqrdinary effeRs thereof, 
alt nish the Wofld >. and force men to 
thing above nature , that this was ſures . 
Fo Md POE of God; and haye. we. 
ay., that thus the Lord hath. born 
P14 Q. 3 a Very .. 


power , andefficacy of 's hee even in'ar Fog Xen 
ordinary way , accompanying the word , and ordinan: 
ces 5"'2 wm which carried kingdomes » and cityes 
before t; yea in a very $hort time over the belly o K 
rreaceſt violence ,'and oppoſition ; to clear this alice 
Shattpoint at ſome; few remarkable evidences » which 
might ſtare the groſſeſt of men inthe face, and.in jou 


meaſure convince them of this truth. 


r. It is evident that maryellous ; compel» whicl 
the Goſpel had in Germany , by the miniſt pr had: of Lachery 
Melanchton , Bacer z Martyr » Mulculuss 2 few. '0s 
thers of theſe excellent anew whom the Lord. 
then ſent forth, O was nor. this a day of the Spirik 
and' powring forth thereof ina.large meaſure, 3 day.of 
che'golpels triatmiph - not by might, or by p Power» ye 
fi as before it the Word copy ork 576 cityes. 
a era to, then be ſaid to nat 
the atme of the Levee with the ſane, r that men bp 
wereeither ſcorched,or ttuely warmed and gaine 
| "Did not that marvellous power, and þ 
the ſpiric alſo artendthe miniflry of 2&7gls, 20d 0 
cllampadiar,” in Zuricks and Baſile, when tb chrovy 
a reformation followed, tithe pars, Fg of Ima-. 
ges >' aboliching of the lick Authority, 
notwirftanding of irs lon penirtR ng Ind this in A. 
Short tirie'; theſpicir an tad, of Gp4 ad very cz» 

nenely appear alſo ; in theſe famons pg OLE 

_ Golpetby'the Miniſtry of Calzine, Fart, and ores #8 

Geneva ;/Laufanna , and other adjaceit Provinces .. 

jo Written it the life of 4 Vires , that at Lbs which! Ki 
r 
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erted co. the ruth, 

ny only o 

» were ſo wraughc.ou, aud overcome 

vord, SA RAY 
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Thigraiea le wii which did attend the miniſtry 


watnes. this truth, 


whe LING pac) ma 4 ooh didquickly follow 3+in 
theſe places where he preachedthrough /mges  Lothiaw, 
and the weſtern parts , yea, how much the ſpirits of the 
x were then railed and affected with che 'ward , 
this being 2 thing ſo known from the hiſtoryesof 
EIPEs lonly BUNC « 


| Belides theſe. which ae more known » audupon 
ublick record » 1 znuſt here - inſtance. a'very ſolemn; 
2nd ESL theſpirit » which about 


; ng Tome the, perſecution of theChurch. there was- 
ot fr om the pretack et this by .the prophane rab» 
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hat time was. called the Stewarton Sicknes:s for: 

that apivtes firſt, buc after chrough much of chatcoun- 

&y particularly at Irwine pnderthe miniſtry of famous 

r Dickeon jt was moſt remarkable, where jt can be ſaid 

40 hich divers Miniſters, and Chriſtians yet alive can 
J- | Vieges }),chatfor conſiderable time , few Sabbaths did 
«ll 0: wrichour (org evidently $7 org » and watt na 4. 

7+ | Lucing ptoofes of chepower of God accompanyin 

Ts yord ., yeathat many were ſo choaked and raken nu the 
5; | bracts char tthroughterrour , the ſpirit in ſuch a meaſures 
ſb convincing them of fin s hearing of the word 2 they 
Fe haye been made to fall over, and thus carried out of. che 
16, Church who after proved mofd ſolidg. aud. lively Chri- 
bh Bans, and as it was knowen ſomeW#the moſt grofſe 


fled to mockat religion, beinge Weed upon the 
Q 2 _» fame 
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——— c Goſpel was then\mokd lively, 


reached-bgtore theircet! 
>wing-the ſamey'and truely » this 


advance --from -ope : 4 another! 


Sr&y x 
þ+o Ante wy therruch of the fame. - 


2: off-<0d3 brig 

rl ofdro ]-muft alſo, mention that folews ECT 

he Kirk, ofthe: Shorts 20 June 1630-At which time 

there: was ſo convincing an appearance, of God, atid 
y mo . of the, Spixit , .cyen in. an 


the 'Munday.'21 June, with 2 ſtrange: 
motion on the hedters» who in 2 grearmulury 
there conveened-'of: diyers.ranks , that it. was kn 
which.1- can ſpeak on-ſure ground, near 500 «' 
—_ tinea: 
os yoo wed lively Chriſtian aterward »it-was 
theſowing of py rok ore rw my e45.many-.of 
_ mo eminent Chriſtians an: that countrey's, RAN 

vither-cheir converſion, or ſome remarkable confi 

tion i0.their caſe from ha] we actrmelyrbiſway te 
more-remarkable that one after. much:18}uRance bya 


ſpecial andunexpeRed- Froqulencd ni rolobtw pou 


ther ſermon -0n- the: Munday:, whichthen was-not aſus 


Ally;praQifed , and ther wet before by moſt. of the: 


Chraſtians' there was; ſpent i inprayer>ſothacthe Mun- 
{Aays work 41 a52, 19% 1p potcyrees 'of "Fe 0s * 
en "#75 10 's P99 2 v7 3. " 
-1{14.4,sball he Iſo. ELTEF ALS 2nd. ” 
| IG ; which was inthe Chure'ofIreland fo 
; >: yeares 


uoverhos meonabread. af ſhes hingh av $9 go to fame | 1 


wean 


wear ſpring th wich 1]. may-ſo call of the Galpel., . E 
Aateiia $hort wy > but for. ſome. red nhte tte = 
yon hea ſpreadiog moor = burn: the, powes\ef | 


ogy ut a4narvellous luſtre on the epart of. thecouts || 4 
layour-whereof brought many — - 


extraordi 
follow.che ordinances elpecially thar T | 


#nable change: wrought on them:z 'of 
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E' ng japan ers 2 Are ane 
ww - manifeſtations of the ins and of the moſt 
E a4 r mn-rimes " the o__ 1 J 


ngs of the Fond theo full of Majeſty ; p and the ND 
at bing peas heard inthe ſolemn meetings ot his people, 
th avighanld Chr iſtian, who.wasthere preſent's 
di expr it» hethought it was like a dazeling'beam's 
drey ofthe glory of God, with ſuchan unuſyal brig 


nes, a eventorced byſtanders ro anaftonish 


ffetual door opened, with: more then- ordinary” ” 
gament , which-rhe Miniſters of -Chriſt there did/fud. 
achingthe word, whileſt che people might be eh 
|= chefameina melting frame with much ter 
of (pittes ſurely: rhis was the very power of 'God''a 
yonvincing ſeat ro the-truch "and miniſtry of his'Ser- 
ants, who were then perſecuted by the Prelars; yeas 
vehiog whichtasiravas known, hadanawfultimprefMion, 
p60 2'cerrour'ro their adyetfaryes ,-- [remember 
wmongſt other paiſigges what's worthy | Chriſtin cold 
gs howſomerimes 10 nearing the word, ſuch apowet, 
w&evidenceof the Lords preſence- was withit ; rhat he: 
hath beeo-forcedroxiſe, andiook through the Church, 
* und ſee what the people: were doing , *chinking7ffom 
what he felconhis:qwn ſpirit it was a wonder howdy 
told goaway without ſoine'change upon chem 7 *Atid 
thengt was ſweets. and caſy for Chriſtians ro come/zoe, 


here courinae! from the time they came; *urtiÞ they 
ſ;'wichout weatying » or making uſe '6f" ficep , 
Q3 yea, 


| __ to thete lolemp Communigns which they had » 


Fel Ig vi vils/ Metſouls fo let wh 
DER i ] 


tes forth mtich of the Spirit CID ttt 
8;whet this Nation did 616 

ic ct alive at this day why a hovy & 
cri yyErt taiſed's 'atid y vio 


ſpies of 


theridid the: Nation oyvn the Lord, 2nd yas rity 
 Gvvned by him, mich zeal , arid 2t) enfitped Heart 


ar for the publick cauſe, perſonal reformation 6 


nouſly ſer abort ; and-then alſo vyas there 2 remarkable 
gale of prviderice that did artend the* aRintigs of his 


le-; f Vhich did aftonish' their adverſaryes ; aid © 
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